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USS LIBERTY
{USN-855) (AGTR~-5)

Chronology of Events

23 May
DIRNSA requested JC3/TRC to authorize diversion of the

USE LIBERTY due to Mid~-East Crisis in view of the ship's

capabilities {better on-station time and coliection platform 0 1-4-(e)

~Tab A (DIRNSA ADP/224 67 231729Z)

25 May

Action was initiated to provide the US8 LIBERTY with three

NSA clvilians:

Mr. Allen M. Blue GG~7
Mr. Donald 1. Blalock GG-7
Mr. Robert L. Wilson GG-7

Tasking was coordinated for both the transit to the OP area
and during the time on station and supplied to USN-855. Tab B

(K12/585 292201Z, K12/606 022333Z, Kl12/611 022335Z)
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29 Ma

JC8 approved the diversion and requested that CINCLANT
change OPCON of the LIBERTY to CINCEUR, Additicnally,
JCS informed CINCEUR to make preparations for extended
deployment of the LIBERTY to the Mid-East area. Tab C
{TCS 6499 2916022).

DIRNSA requested JCS approval of OP areas for the
LIBERTY operations and proposed QP area 3 {Tab D} as the
initial area subject to adjustment as neceasary for operational
and safety reasons (Tab E) (ADP/242-67 292013Z}.
1June

JCS8 requested CINCEUR to deploy the LIBERTY to OP area
3 stipulating a closest point of approach (CPA) to Algeria, Libya
and UAR of 13 nautical miles during the transit. Upon arrival at
OP area 3 on or about 9 June the CPA directed by JCS was 12.5
nautical miles to the UAR and 6.5 nautical miles to Israel.
(Tab F) {JCS 6724 011545Z)

2 June

The LIBERTY deployed from Rota, Spain at 021230Z through

"[IFATED DISTREUTION.

the Btraits of Gibraltar following a coastal route to OP area 3, {Tab G)
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In view of the ocutbreak of hostilities, Messra. Harvey
and Sheck, K12, called JCS/JRC and asked Mr. J. Connsll,

NEALCQ, if a changs in CPA was contemplated. Reference was

made to Mr, Connell of the 1962 Cuban Crisls. At that time !
the OXFORD was withdrawn from the Havana area and poaitioned
further at sea. Mr. Connell conferred with LCDR Anderson,
action oificer for ship movements, JRC, and advised Messrs. Harvey
and Sheck that no action was contemplated at that time.,
6 June

CINCUSNAVEUR directed the LIBERTY to change operational
control to the Commander, Sixth Fleet and informed the Commander,
Bixth Fleet of the change in order to "faciiftate command and
control and possible requirement for protection during Mid-East
hostilities. The message also authorized modification of tha
JC8-originated plan of operations {(Tab F) should safety reasons
so dictate, (Tab H) (CINCUSNAVEUR 061357Z). Subsequently
Commander, S8ixth Fleet issued his OPCON change message to

the LIBERTY (Tab I) (COMBTHFLT 062348Z)
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7 June

DIRNSA requested JCB for immediate action to change the
OP area of the LIBERTY from Area 3 to Area 2 in order to satisfy
tasking requirements., G considered that the changing target
envircnment dictated a change in OP area. (Tab ]} (DIRNSA K12/631
0721042)

The LIBERTY arrived on station at 0723002 in OP Aréa 3.

She reported her position at 070800Z and stated she would
remain stationary within 30 nautical miles of a point 68 nautical
miles northeast of Port Said and 33 nautical miles from the
closest land. (Tab K) (USS LIBERTY 0709082)

On the afternoon of 7 June Mr. Connell from JRC telephoned
Mesers, Harvey and Sheck to inform them of diacussions underway
between Navy and JCS/JRC on the possibility of changing the
CPA of the LIBERTY. Since the LIBERTY was 350-400 miles away
from the closest 8ixth Fleet ships, there was concem within
JRC. CAPT Rorax, USN of JRC has questioned Mr. Connell
on a possible adverse effect on the SIGINT misgion should JC&
change the CPA, Messra., Harvey and S8heck declined to make

any statement to Mr. Connell, since changes in the CPA for
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operational or safety reasons were considered a military
command decision and NBA would not be involved. Prior to

the ciose of business Mr, Connell saw a message from
JCS/JRC changing the CPA of the LIBERTY to 20 nautical miles
to the UAR and 15 nautical miles to Israel, A second paragraph
changed the OP area to Area 2 as requested by DIRNSA on

5 June. However, the message as sent by JRC (Tab L)

{JCB 6724 072230Z) did not contain the change in OF area, It
wasg decided (by CAPT Rorax) to do one thing at a time. It ' —
later turned out that JRC was overtaken by events in changing
the OP area.

Later in the evening Mr. Connell received a call from JRC
requesting a chop on a JCS message changing the CPA to 100
nautica) miles. Captain Vineyard, JRC, indicated to
Mr. Connel!l the reasons for the change were at the outsat
primarily political in origin. E8ince Ambassador Goldberg had
stated at the UN that no U.8. Navy ships were within 350-400
nautical miles of the UAR/Israel area, the Chairman, jCB8 and
the Navy felt that support should be given to the position,

During the night a message was received by JCB from Commander,
Sixth Fleet {Tab M) (COMSGTHFLT 071503Z)stating that "no operations,
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either surface or air, were permitted within 100 miles of Israel,
Syria, or Egypt or within 25 miles of Cyprus."” This message
is a status report of Sixth Fieet operations apparently prompted
by the allegation in the UN by the Arabs of 7.8, and British
participation in the Israeii sir strikes againat the UAR. JC8
reaction was to send a message to CINCEUR, INFO LIBERTY,
cancelling the 20 nautical mile message (Tab L} and defining the
new CPA "no closer than 100 nautical miles from Iarael, Syria,
Egypt and 25 nautical miles to Cyprus. (Tab N) (CS 7347 080110Z}.
Since the attack on the LIBERTY cccurred at 081205Z, it is
extremely unlikely that the LIBERTY could have received and taken
action on the message in time. Additionally, CINCEUR would
be required to send a message implementing the JCS decigion.
(Tab O is Gen. Kellond's M/R conceming the NBA/JRC discussions.
Additional information was provided by Mr, Connell and Mr. Bheck.)
8 June
COMBSTHFLT reported that at 1252Z the USS LIBERTY reported

she was under attack at position 31.23N by 33,25E - *(a) hit by

*Letters are keyed to reported positions and depicted in
Tab D,




torpedo and listing badly. (Tab P) (COMETHFLE 0813202) The
USS SARATOGA reported to CINCUSNAVEUR that the USS LIBERTY
had reported three unidentified gunboats approaching her
position, Thie message was readdressed from DIRNAVSECGRUEUR
to NSG info DIRNEA. (Tab Q) (DIRNAVSECGRUEUR 0813352)
DIRNAVSECGRUEUR relayed another megsage to NSG, info I

DIRNBA, from the USS SARATOGA reporting that the attack at

position 31.23N by 33,28N, (a) "hit by torpedo starboard side,
listing badly. Request assistance immediately.” {Tab R)
- (DIRNAVSECGRUEUR 0813362)

COMCARDIV FOUR informed DIRNSA that the USS LIBERTY A
at posttion 31, 23N bz 33,35_2 (b) was hit by torpedo, (Tab S)
(COMCARDIV FOUR 081338Z)

DIRNAVSECGRUEI{R message to N8G, info DIRNBA, quoted
USS S8ARATOGA quocte of message from USS LIBERTY ag followst

*I am under attack. My position 33.25E by 31.23N. (a} I have

been hit. Request immediate (Missed portion)." (Tab I)

(DIRNAVSECGRUEUR 0813382)

COMGTHFLT informed DIRNSA that the USS LIBERTY was at

position 31, 23N by 33, 2SE (a) hit by torpedo on starboard side,
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Three unidentified gunboats approaching vesael. LIBERTY ligting

badly. {Tab U} (COMGTHFLT 0813492Z)

The U,8, Defsnse Attache at TEL AVIV reported that "ALUSNA
calleddft;le-‘l.o to receive report that Israell alrcraft and motor
torpedo boats erroneously attacked U,8, ship at 0812002, poaition

31,25N by 33.33E (¢} May be Navy ship, IDF helicopters in

rescue operations. No other info. Israelis send abject apologles
and requeat info of other U.S. ships near war zone coasts,” (Tab V)

(USDAO TEL AVIV 0814142)

forwarded & message to DIRNSA originated by the USS LIBERTY

toj:CNO that at 081205Z, while the ship was on a course of 283

qlégrees, at a speed of 5 knots, position 31.35.5N; 33,29E, (d) she

:,-":was attacked by unidentified jet fighters, believed to be Israeli,

s’l Approximately six straffing runs were made on the ship. At

2 ,/’ ! ’ ’ -

approximately 1225%, three Israel_i tcflfpedo boats approached on, -
the starboard quarter at high speed, at approximately 1427Z, the
US8 LIBERTY took torpedo boat under fire by 50 caliber machine
guns at a range of approximately 2000 yards. Torpedo boat launched
torpedos in straffing attack. Approximately one minute later the

USS LIBERTY sustained a torpedo hit on the starboard side.

EO 1.4. (c)
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After attack ship had ten degree atarboard list but
watertight boundaries were established and holding. There
was extengive gsuperficizl demmage topside with lower deck
spaces, forward destroyed.

Communications capabilities were limited. Number of
dead wad estimated at ten, seriously wounded estimated at
15, total wounded at 75 and an undetermined number of

missing. The USS LIBERTY reported ahe was unable to

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, TR 1,4, ()

catry out her mission. (Tab W) P81B1I2Z)

Following the incident, the UBS LIBERTY proceedad
north at eight knots to rendezvous with two DDRs sent to
aid and escort her.

The following im a recapitulation of the Director's
recollections of evente incident to the attack.

On Thursday morning, 8 Juna, at approximately @915
hours, the Director was informed by the NSA sIGINT Command
Center through his Executive Asaistant that the US8 LIBERTY

had been torpedoed somewhere in the Mediterranean, that

she was listing badly, and that there was no other

information available. A subasequent report placed her

° ™




gome 5@ miles off the ¢oaat of Cyprus; an even later

report (subsequently found to be factual) placed her
gome 15 miles Off the Sinai coast in waters of about
'35-4¢ fathoma. The Director immediately directeds
'The following actions are not chronological order or in
order of priority and all were not taken at the initial
notification. By 11f¢ hours, however, there were all
fully in train as a result of discussions with senior
officials of the hgency:)

Reallocation of coverage to substitute, insofar
as posslble, for that lost by the LIBERTY)

Continuation of the ACRP flights from Athens;

Plang to repidly refit and send to the Maditerrnneuﬁ
the USS BELMONT (a aimilarly equipped ship), which was
about one day out of Norfolk on the way iny |

Immediate and continucus contact with NMCC, JRC.f;nd

the White Hougae to insure full cocrdination of 1nfor@ation:

EO 1.4.(c)
14
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A review of the current status for responsibility
for command, control, security, combat support, and
location of the veasmel;

Necessary action to insure that, if the vessel
were totally disabled or in danger of sinking, the
security of the cryptographic assete be guaranteed
alther by removal to appropriate safekeeping or by
destruction prior to sinking

In the event of sinking, the locatlon of the
sinking must be secured and efforts made to refloat
ox at least re-acqguire all of the asenasitive materials
on board:

The establishment of a small group in the outer
office of the Director/Deputy Director to start
recording a chronology of eventd, to ksep it current,
and to keep the Director/Deputy Director fully informed
on the premises.

At about @945 hours, the Director bhegan to receive

telephone calls from the NSA 8IGINT Command Center, the

11
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P2/Watch Comnmittee office, the JRC, PROD, and others.
Additionally, from the convergationg held with Captain
Cook {Director, NSG), Dr. Shinn (NSA member of the Watoh
Committea}, and personnel f£rom D)L and PROD, it scon
became apparent to tha Diregtor that a considerable
amount of misinformation was circulating within the
Communhity and that some fairly precipitous actions
seemed to be developing.

At about 1p15 hours, the Director received a call
from Secratary McNamara, who stated that he felt the
need for making a public release immediately and that .
he needed facts. He asked the Director the name of the
ship, 1f it had a Naval designation, and 1f there were
any civilians on board, He was told the "LIBERTY" "AGTR"
which stands for Technical Research Bhip, and three
¢civilians who could be considered technicml representatives.
When he asked about ths complement of the ship, the |
Director told him he waas not certain and would get the

information for him. At this point, the Director

12
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realizmed that the information Mr. McNamara wanted exceeded
that available in hims office. He told Mr. McNamara he
would have Captain Cook, Director of NSG, telephong him
immediately. The Director immediately called Captain Cock
to learn that he was at the dentist; the Director spoke to
Captain Thomas, Deputy Director, NSG, and instructed him
to call Mr. McNamara immediately, prepared tc anawer any
and all questions concerning the ﬁIBgRTy, Captain Thomas
replied that it would teke him several minutes to get the
pProper person but he would comply immediately. The
Director then called Mr. McNamara's office and advised

the telaphone operator that a Captain Thomas woﬁld be
calling on his behalf and to put him through to

Mr. McNamara immediately. About ten minutes later,

Mr. McNamara called the Director and said he had not

been called by the person the Director sald would call,
and asked for his name and telephone number. Tha Director
gave him Captain ihomas' name and telephone numbar 6§444.
Then when the Director called Ceptaln Thomas, he was

told that Captain Thomas was talking to Mr. McNamara.
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C&Ptaiﬁ Thomas later told the Director that, when he called
Mr, McNamara, he was diverted to one of Myr. McNamara's
mesistants who tried toc take down the information. But
Mr. MoNamara personally called Captain Thomas and the
latter was awitchsd'over to Mr. McNamara. After talking
to Mr. McNamara, Captain Thomas called and edvised the
Director that he had confirmed the information already
furnished Mr. McNamara and that he had reported a
complement of 15 officers and 279 enlisted men, of which
tha SIGINT Detachment was six officers and 128 enliated
men (the latter figures were lnitially reported to

Mr. McNamara ss comprising the total complement of the
ship by someone in the Pentagon). When Mr. McNamara
agked about the ship's function, Captain Thomas replied
gquoting the unclassified mission statement: "conducting
technical reaearch operationg in support of U.8. Navy
electromagnetic commnications and advanced communications
systems to include asatellitea." Captain Thomas also
reported that the ship had departed Rota, Spain, on

2 June.

14
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Shortly after or during the Fforegoing dialogue, the
Director called Captain Vineyard of the JRC (General
Steakley was apparently with Mr. Vance and Mr. McNamara}
and mlerted him to the axtreme sansitivity of the
materjialg on board and the mission of the LIBERTY, and
atated that 1f it appeared the ship waa going to sink,
tt was eggential thet the security of the sinking site
be maintained. The Director continued by ntﬁting that
it would be necessary to get down and remove the sensitive
material from the ship because he knew the ahlp was only
mbout 15 miles off shore and in an area of 35-4¢ fathoma
of water,

Captain Vineyard later called the Director to advise
him that there were plans underway to sink the ship and
maked for his viewg in this regard. The Director told
him that to sink the ship at that depth wonld craate a
raal security problem unless they had hlready destroyed
their sensitive materials. He added that there were
millions of dollars worth of vary exotic egquipment on

board that should be gaved if at all possible. While

15
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engaged in this call, the Director received another call
from General Spivey from the NMCC who wae about to ssk

the mame cquestion about sinking the LIBERTY whan the
Director was informed that the LIBERTY was underway on

her own steam at aight knots on course of 34¢°, that the
listing had been controlled, that the emergency destruction
of sensitive materials had been completed, s&nd that there
were four dead and more than 5¢ wounded, (General Spivey
received this informatlion while the Director was concurrently
receiving it from his own Command Center via NX8G.) General
Bplvey sald there were several commerclal vessels 1nﬂthe
vicinity and asked if there was a security problem in
having them help if needed. The Director told him that
there wag no aecurity problem in light of the reported
emergency destruction and since the skipper of the

LIBERTY could esslly separats or cumpaftm_ent any sensitive
equipment. At about this time, Ainformation was received
that the Israalis had admitted that they had miatakenly
attacked the vessel and had submitted their abject

apologies (The Director was previously informed that

16
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alrcraft had heen digpatched to aink the attackers and,
about thig time, he was told the ajrcraft had been
recallad).

JRC, NMCC, and NBG have been alerted by the Director
to the sengitivity of the equipment and documents on
board and the need for insuring their safekeeping.

The Director made two calls to Mr. Bromley Smith at

LIMITED DISTRIBUTION

the White Houge, keeping him up to date on the information

avalilable and the actions taken. Mr. Smith seemed to find

thia extremely helpful and of the highest order of
immediacy since there was a meeting in progress at the
White House (the participants were not mentioned), and
he had suppiied the information to them immediately.

(The press later in the evening reported that President.
Johnson was on the "hot=line" with Premler Kosygin in the
morning explaining the initial scrambling of Sixth Fleet
aircraft, later recalled.

‘Sometime during the foregoing discussionas, Captaln

Thomas informed the Directoxr that the

17 7
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it did not have the c¢apabilities of the LIBERTY, it
could be of some help.

The foregoing summarizes the Director'a persgonal
participation in the activities of this morning. In
most of his converasations, Dr. Tordella was present or
listening in on the other telephone and Mr. Burke or
one of hin assistcants was present in the Director's

office.
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DTG #8¢1192
FROM: JCS/JRC
SUBJECT: USS LIBERTY
REF: A. JCS 7337, #72230Z JUN &7
B. COMSIXTHFLT @71583Z JUN (NOTAL)
1. CANCEL REF A.
2. REQUEST LIBERTY COMPLY NEW OPS AREA DEFINED LAST SENTENCE PARA 2, REF B

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, I.E., NOT CLOSER TIHAN 199 KM TO ISRAEL, SYRIA, EGYPT

AND 25 NM TO CYPRUS.
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—SECRET—

8 June 1967

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD:

SBUBJ: Positioning of the US8 Liberty

Operating ares for the UB8 Liberty wase ilnltielly especiflesd by
JCB Message to USCINCEUR (DTG #11545Z, Baference 1) which defined
area as south of 32-00N apnd between 33-00B and 3U-O0E with a CPA
to UAR #f 12.5 miles and CPA to Israel #f 6.5 miles. This measage
prompted the phone call fram K12 to JC8/JRC of 5 June (Reference 2).
JC3/JRC considsration of (R¥A's conceph 1s refleeted in Reference 3.
The actlon taken by JC8 was to seDq a message (DTG #7236 - copy
not available in NBA) instructing rence to.a CPA off UAR of 20 NM
and & CPA off Israsl of 15 HM. )y COMBIXTHFLT message lssued previously
(DTG #T1563Z - copy not available in NBA) established different CPA's.
JC8 sent another message (DTG #80110Z, Beference L), which cancelled
their #T2230Z and requested BERTY complyg with new ops araa defined
in the COMBIXTHFLT messge® untll further hotice,  [This area was not
further defined by copfinatea but was “"not closer than 184 XM to
Israel, Byria and Egfpt and 25 miles to Cyprus.”

/ CoHona.

! ) A. W. KELLOND

Chief, Operatlons 3taff
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—SECRET—

Memorandum for the Record 8 June 1967

During the morning #5 June, Messrs Harvey and Sheck, K12, contacted
JCS/JRC by phone, and discussed with Mr. John Connell, NSAIO to JCS/IRC,
the CPA closest point of approach of 12.5 miles off UAR which JCS had
authorized for USS Liberty. The purpose of the phonecon was to ascertain
if any change to the approved track and CPA would be made because of the
commencement of hostilities. We reminded Mr. Connell that experience in
1962 during the Cuban crisis, the USS Oxford was withdrawn a considerable
distance from its normal operating area off Havena. Mr. Connel stated
that he did not know of eny change to be made, but that he would check
and advige if any change was contemplated.

é KRVEY, ?ﬁef Ki2, 3891s




e TS

' czoTCE104

ZKZX 77 ZSL DETEUB422

oy it

{ o000 " *°2ZZ RUEPWS

e
A

L

i T
‘ ';PE RUEPJS 1168 1591410

wd

3
4 7NY EEEEE ZFH2

7 £33 JUN ST
a
. }-..fm COMSIXT HFLT

5 Jin
A

W
3‘1‘0 FUFPRK/USCINCESN
W

INFO AIg NINE NINE EIGHT

RUE PJ5 /JCS
0

| 233

;:RUE‘ NAAA/ CNO

RUT PP/CTF SIX ZER

Zi_Ass

R

i
i
f
¥
,3-:.
i
£
g
%l
4.
4
iR

ATSPJWCTG S1X ZERO PT TwO

donse af e Woite d somtes witoa hoonion

~

MNabeon

ATk M @it

Wie

[}

internution arfectiag Yo

EATEAS]

s

Wlnded by low,

anuthorizod gerseg is e

Lo Y L ]

R

s 7R3

AN

rewzigtion of abarly ia ang venes:
o

< ‘l’ - ‘fll’;

L

€ L £

5




' L,.---——'!

INCLAS €, F T 0

NI AT FLASYSITRER/ ARAA 1/ COMSIXTHRLT CPIQEQT? JUN =T
TT

ATTACK ON L IBERTY

aSITREP ONF

& ‘ '
f1. AT 2812527 UGS LIBERTY REPORTED UMDER ATTACK AT POSIT
‘ﬁ

3 i1, ?SH 32,25E, WAS HIT BY TORPEDO AND wAS L ISTING BADLY.

ATTACK FORCES HEREBY DECLARED HOSTILE BY COMSIXTHYLT IAw
ECINCUSNAVEUR INGST P23 129.5 R, LLIBERTY MEGSSAGE AUTHENTICATED,

MaVE DIRECTED TF 67 TO PROCEED TOWARD SCENE. TASK FORCE

TiAnIFED
\o

8% PRFSENT POSIT 34.22M 24.28E

3, HAVE DIRECTED AMERICA TO LAUNCH FO'R ARNMED A4°S AND

“3 Y
\r‘:f - L} - \
BEARATOSA TO LAUNCH FNUR ARMED A1°'S WITH FIGHTER CCOVER

£
L

.JETO DEFEND USS LIBERTY. PILOTS DIRECTED TO REMAIN CLEAR OF LAND,
W :

TANKFRS AL S0 W DL LAUNCH, WILL RELIEVED ON STATION,

3. ETA FIPST ACFT ON SCENL ONE HOUR AND 31 MIN%AFTER LAUNCH,

EST IMATE LeUNCH AT 1345Z. Y\Y\¥S
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