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SUBJECT: LETTZR FROM EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT SADAT TO Kilg

FAISAL ON OIL BOYCOTT: AND POSSIBILITY OF SYRIAN-
ISRAELI HOSTILITIES

‘REF: A) JIODA €009; B) JIDDA 5783

lo IN THE SANE MEETING LATE YESTERDAY EVENING (REF A)
SAQQAF TOLD ME HE HAD JUST RECEIVED A LONG LETTER FROM
EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT SADAT T0O KING FAISAL. HE HAD NOT
YET BEEN ABLE TO GIVE IT TO FAISAL WHO wasS IN MECCA
FOR THE HAJ, AND HE VERY LYIKELY WOULD NOT BE ABLE T8
GET IT TO HIB MAJESIY FOR ANOTHER DAY OR TWO0. SpQRAF
READ THE LETTER TO ME BUT ASKED THAT I NOT REPORT IT:
THE KING AND SADAT WOULD BOTH RE ANGRY IF THEY FOUND
HE HAD EVEY TOLD M& ABOUT ITs I DON'T KNOW IF SAQGAF
REALLY EXPECTS #¥ MNOT TO TELL YOU ABOUT THE LETTER
BUT HE IS FULLY AWARE OF HOW EMBARRASSING IT WOULD

BE TO HIM IF THZ WORD GOT BACK TO EGYPTAINS OR THE
KING. ON A PERSONAL NOTE, IT WOULD ALSO END THF
USEFUL REALTIONSHIP I MAVE WITH SAQQAF, ACCRODINGLY,
I HAVE CLASSIFIED THIS CABLE TOP SECRET,. '

2¢ THE FIRST HALF OF THE LETTER WAS PAEAN TO

KISSINGER AND NIXON. YOU ARE THE QNLY AMERICAN

POLITICIANS SINCE 1346 TO UNDERSTAND THE MIDDLE EAST

AND TO WORK FOR A JUST PEACE IR THE AREA, UNFORTUNATELY,
HE CONTINUED, PRESIDENT NIXON IS NOW IN A VERY WEAK
POSITION, THIS WAS MADE CLEAR BY HIS LETTERS OF DEC 25

TO SADAT AND FALSAL, AND WAS EMPHASIZED BY THE ALARM
REFLECTED 'BY YOUR LETTERS OF DEC 28 TO FAHNY -AND

SAQUAF. IT IS ALSO CLEAR F3OM EGYPTAIN REPORTS From

THE U.S, THAT PRESIDENT HIAQN COULD EASILY BE IMPEACHED
(SAQGAF COMMENTED THAT 13 EABASIY IN WASHINSTON DOES

NOT FUACTION BUT HE Has INDEMDINENT CONFIRMATION FRON

A NUMBER OF SGURCES THAT THE EGYPTIAN ANALYSIS IS CORRECT.
B QuOTED 4 R, MCMULLEN, A “FRIEND* OF VICE PRESIDENT
FORD, AS TELLING Klig FalSAL
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4, SADAT CONIINUED THAT. THE ARABS MUST DO EVERYTHING THEY

i CAN-TO STRENGTHEN PRESIDENT NIXON, THE ONE THING THEY COULD
: DO WHICH WOULD BE MOST EFFECTIVE WOULD BE TO ASSURE THE

HY4 PRESIDENT THAT THE BOYCOTT WOULD BE LIFTED AS SOON AS DIS-
o ENGAGEMENT 1S ACCOMPLISHED,. WHICH SADAT SAID WOULD BE VERY
i{Ei SCON. (I ASHED SAQGAF IF THIS MEANT THE BOYCOTT WOULD BE
yng LIFTED AS SOOM AS AGREEMENT ON DISENGAGEMENT 15 REACHED -

i b~y . OR AS SOON AS DISENGAGEMENT 1S COMPLETED, HE Sa1D THERE

S WAS AN AMBIGUITY HERE, BUT THAT 1T DIDN'T MATTER MUCH AS THE
?Q_% TIME DIFFERENCE WOULD BE SMALL.)
E

5. SADAT SAID THAT AN INTER-ARAB CONFERESCE WOULD BE CALLED
1 TO DISCUSS THE MATIER BUT THAT IF ALGERIA AGREED WITH THE
' b ] SAUDI-EGYPTIAN POSITION (AS HE BELIEVED IT WOULD) THE

] OPPOSITION OF . IRAQ AND LIBYA WOULD NOT MATTER. SADAT
SUGGESTED THAT THE KING SEND OMAR SAQQAF TO ALGIERS TO MEET
WITH PRESIDENT BOUMEDIENNE TO INSURE HIS COOPERATION. (SAQQAF
ASKED WHETHER I THQUGHT HE SHOULD GO3j I REPLIED THAT I
THOUGHT 1T WOULD BE AN EXTREMELY GOOD IDEA.)

Ao

[

6. SADAT ALSO SUGGESTED THAT SAQQAF GO TO THE U.S.

TO MEET WITH YOU AND PRESIDENT NIXON TOQ EXPLAIN
THOROUGHLY THE CURRENT ARAB THINKING, SAQRAF ALSO
ASKED WHAT I THOUGHT OF THIS, I TOLD HIM I DIDN'T
KNOW BUT I WOULD ASK YOU. HE REQUESTED THAT THE

QUERY NOT BE IN THE CONTEXT OF THE SADAT LETTER, AND
1 TOLD KIM I WOULD MAKE A GENERAL INQUIRY AS TO WHETHER
A VISIT WOULD BE OPPORTUNE AT THIS TIME. (COMMENT: I
DO HOT TRINK SAQRAF WOULD HAVE ANYTHING NEW TO OFFER
OR ADD TO THIS LENGTHY EXCHANGE OF VIEWS AND HENCE
WOULD NOT ADVISE HIS TRAVEL NOw. I WILL HOY, HOWEVER,
DISCOURAGE HIS TRIP UNTIL I HEAR FROM YOU,)

Bl
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é;% NIXON WOULD SE IMPEACHED WITHIN TWO PMONTHS., 1°M REPORTING THILS
gSI SEPTEL WITH THT HOPE THAT 1T Cal BEZ USED TO BRING

- AGAINST DR, MCMULLEN UNDER THE LOGAN ACT.): .

i 3. THE ARAB BOYCOTT AND THE RESULTING ECONOMIC DIS-

£ .1 LOCATION IN THE U.S. WILL INCREASE DISSATISFACTION AGATYST

4 Y FRESIDENT NIXON AND THE POSSIBILITY OF KIS BEING IMPEACMED

%)L THEREBY WILL GROW., THE ARABS ARE NOT SERVING THEIR Owd

i CAUSE BY couTInuznn THE BOYCOIT. :
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A4 7. SADAT ALSO RAISED THE QUESTION OF SYRIA., HE 841D -
A EGYPT Al FOREIGN MINISTER FAHMY HAD RECEIVED A LETIER
FROM YOU ON THE POSSIBILITY OF A SYRIAN RESUMPTION
OF HOSTILITIES (SAGQAF HAD ALREADY TOLD ME ABOUT
THIS - REF B.) ME SaAID THAT HE HAD DISCUSSED THE
MATTER WITH SAQAAF AND BOTH HE AHD THE EGYPTIANS HAD
. CONCLUDED THAT THERE WAS LITILE DANGER. BUT OR
REFLECTING ON THE URGENCY OF YOUR LETTER AND THE STROHG

POSSIBILITY THAT THE AMERICANS HAD ACCESS TO SECRET
INFORMATION TO WHICH THE ARABS WERE NOT PRIVY, HE

! THOUGHT THAT THIS MIGHT It FACT BE TRUE. ACCORDINGLY,
‘*? HE ASKED THE KING TO SZND OMAR SARQAF TO DAMASCUS TO
{01 Y TO FIND GUT IF THERE WERE ANY SUBSTANCE TO THE
g—é REPORT, AND TO EMPHASIZE AGAIN TO THE -SYRIANS THE
-1 MEED FOR CALM. <THIS TIME SAQQAF DID NOT ASK IF I
:11]  THOUGHT KE SHOULD GO; HE COMMENTED THAT SADAT SEEMED
U] 'TO THINK THAT HE, SAQGAF, WAS HIS FOREIGN MINISTER
NS AND THAT SADAT WAS ASKING HIM TO DO A LOT. SAWQAF
5NN VAS NOT UNHAPPY WITH THIS PROMINENCE AND I SUSPECT
24 K WILL BE OFF TO DAMASCUS SOON UNLESS THE KIAG

' VETOES THE IDEA.Y ' :

i 8., COMMENT: IN SPITE OF THE VERY REAL CONCERH FOR THE
P WELFARE OF PRESIDENT NIXON, THERE WAS MO HINT IN THE
' LETTER THAT T#E BOYCOTT COULD OR SHOULD BE LIFETE

BEFORE DISENGAGEMENT, IF SAQQAF READ ME ALL PERTINENT
PARTS OF THE LETTER, AND 1 BELIEVE HE DID, THE TwO
COUNTRIES HAVE CONCLUDED THAT DISENGAGEMENT WILL TAKE
FLACE S0O0N3; THAT THIS WILL GIVE THEM SUFFICIENT REASOHN
TO EXPLAIN TO OTHER ARABS WHY THE BOYCOTT SHOULD BE
LIFTED, AND THAT PRESIDENT NIXON WILL NOT BE DOKE
IRREPARABLE HARM BY A SHORT DELAY. THERE 18 OF COURSE
THE POSSIBILITY THAT SAQRAF WAS STRONGLY EDITING

. THE LETTER IN ORDER TO CONFIRM HIS PREVIOUS REPORTS
ON THE EGYPTIAMN POSITION, BUT I DOUBT IT. THE LETTER

. SEEMED CONSISTENT WITH FAHMY'S DECEMBER 32 LETTER TO YOU.
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