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GIVEN THE VULNERABILITY OF THE MUSLIM 
BROTHERHOOD LEADERSHIP TO ISRAELI RETALIATION, 
IT IS ALSO UNLIKELY THAT HAMAS WOULD ESCALATE 
THE VIOLENCE AGAINST ISRAELI FORCES IN THE WEST 
BANK. (AL THOUGH AN INCREASING NUMBER OF HAMAS 
"FOOT SOLDIERS" HAVE BEEN DETAINED RECENTLY, THE 
'.LEADERSHIP HAS REMAINED ESSENTIALLY UNSCATHED 
DESPITE BOLD PUBLIC PRONOUNCEMENTS BY CERTAIN 
KEY FIGURES WHICH WOULD HAVE LANDED SECULARIST 
LEADERS IN PRISON.) INSTEAD, HAMAS WOULD 
PROBABLY STEP UP ITS PROPAGANDA 
CAMPAIGNS--THROUGH LEAFLETS, GRAFFITI, SERMONS, 
SOCIAL ACTIVITIES ORGANIZED THROUGH THE MOSQUES, 
AND THE CALLING OF SEPARATE STRIKE DAYS. 

15. HAMAS WILL NOT SOON REPLACE FATAH AS THE
DOMINANT POLITICAL FORCE IN THE WEST BANK AND IS
UNLIKELY TO FORCE AN OVERT TEST OF STRENGTH.
BUT, AS NOTED REF A, IF FATAH IS UNABLE TO
TRANSLATE THE INTIFADA INTO POLITICAL GAINS, THE
INFLUENCE OF HAMAS COULD GROW, ERODING FATAH'S
LEADERSHIP AND THE COHESION OF THE UPRISING.

16. BEIRUT MINIMIZE CONSIDERED.
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