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REVIEW OF THE STAFF JUDGE ADVOCATE

UNITED STATES
V.

Joseph Hortgen,
Friedrich llust,
Margerste Witzler,
Kathe Reinhardt,
dJoliannes Ooipel,
Heinrieh Barthel,
Georg Daum, .
Johann Opper,

Kepl Pugmann,
Prilipp Gutlich
a1l of whom ape German civilisns residing in Russelsheim, Germanys

1, The sbove nemsd socused wmré tried st ¢ joint trisl by s
military commission sppointed by the Commending Gensrsl, Seventh United
Statas Army, ot Dermstndt, Germeny, ob 25 July 1945,

a, They were gll tried on the fellowing cherge snd specifica~
tion: -

CHARGE: Violetien of the Laws of Wer

SPECIFICATION: In Lbat JOSKEF HIRTGEN, FRIEDRICH WUGT,
MARGARETE WITZLER, KATHE REINHARDT, (UGLST WOLF, JOH/NNES SEIFEL,
HETNRICH BARTHEL, GEOHG D/UM, JOHANN CFPER, K/RL FUGMINN, rnd PHILIFP
GUILICH, German civilisns; seting jointly, did, together with other
persons whose nemes rre unknown, rt Russelsheim, Germeny, on or about
26 fuguet 1944 wilfully, deliberstely end wrongfully encoursge, rid,
abet, and perticipste in the «illing of JOHN N. SEKUL, WILLI/M .. DUNONT,
THOMAS D, WILLIAMS, and KIMORE L, AUSTIN, membérs of the United Ststes
Srmy, ond two othor members of the United States lrmy whosc nrmes are
unknown, esch of whom was then unermad rnd o prisonsr of wer in the
sustody of the then Germen Reich. ' -

be Lsch of the sooused pleeded not gullty to the Gherge ~ud
not guilty to the Gpesification.

2. Comments Upon Jurisdiection

ee Muthority to pppoint the militery commission wes delegetud
by the Commemnding Gensrrl, 12th hrmy Group, by & letter deted 21 Mey
1945, The power thus delegeted includad powsr to eppeint n military
coumission of not less then thres officers of the United States m’
for the triel of psrsens subjeet to the jurisdiction of such @ cofmission
and who rre chergsd with espionsge or with such violrtion of the lews ool
wer as tlireaten or impeir the sscurity of their forces, or the effectdve
ness of such foress or members thereol. The propristy of triels by
militsry commissions for violrtions of the lews of wer hes baun long
estrblished, the most recent confirmation therew: i Bk PAbLE e
85 L. Bd, 13 63 Sup Oty B.2, whersin it wes apdls authority of JAG b
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"Prom the very beginning of its history this court hes recog-
nizad rnd tpplied the lew of wer ss including thet pert of the low of
nations which prescribes, for the conduct of wer, the stotus, rights
end duties of enemy netions #5 well re enemy individurls. by the
-rticles of Wer, end especirlly /rticle 15, Congress hre explicitly
provided, so fry re It mey constitutionnlly do e, thrt militery trd—
bunrls mu have jurisdiction to try offenders or offenses egrinst the
lews of wrr in rpproprirte csses, Congress, in rddition to mrke rules
for the governmeat of our /rmed Forces, hss thus exuroised its cuthority
to define =nd punish offenses rgrinst the lew of nations by senctioning,
within constitutionrl limitetions, the jurisdietion of mdlitery
cscnmicaions e try porotns and effonsss vihdah, aceording te the ruleo
and precepts of the lew of naticns, end wore pertieulsrly the lew of wery
are cogniznble by such tﬂhunﬂil" |

b. That the sct ulwrgaﬂ agﬁ,inn these rocused constitutes
an offense sgrinst the laws of wrr is plein, It is provided in Chapter
by drtlols 2, of the Geneve Oonvantions of 1929, thet "Priscners of
iler are in the powsr of the enamy power, ‘but aot of the individurls or
bodies of troops who espturs thewm, They must at sll times be trested
with humenity snd protected perticulerly sgelnat acts of viclencessss"
/dau, in irticle 23 of the Ynnex tu the Hegus Convéntion of 18 Ootober
1907, it is provided thet "In aﬁﬁﬂ.tiﬁn to the prohibitions provided by
ppcairl conventlons, it ds nxpa.*azﬂjr forbiddenyesnselc) To k11l or wound
an onemy who, heving ladd down hiis -nma}, or heving no longer sny meens
of dofense, hos surrendured st diseretion.” To both of these Conventions,
Gerneny 18 a signstory, :

ey The specification elssrly snd in sppropriste Lerms defines
the killlng of gemmd eod winensd prisvisrs of wery by Lhe severrl scoused
peracns, in viclation of Mthe Lews of War", "The Lews of Wer sre binding
upon belligerents under #11 eircumstences rod ednditions” (Oppenhuim'a
Internetionsl Lew, Vol II, p. 183), end rs in the coneupt of modern
werfrre, »ll inhabitents of wsch bolligerent stete sre mutuslly incombst,
Gupmen civiliens sre bound to obsérve the laws of wer, To quote rgrin
frum Oppenhiedm, "+1l Lhe menbers ol buth peklons arg pubhurlsed Lo cuire
mit hostilities sgninet =11 the members of the other, in every cese and
under every cireumstance permitted by the gagarrl lews of wer''y DBeing
thus bound by the lrws of wey, it follows thet ¢ clvilirn cen violote
tham snd in perticuler, thet the present crimes wore prﬂparlr chapged

vinlrtium of the laws of wars

" ds The cimmisaion wes properly gunat.itutud of the ecdrrect
rnumbar of umipﬂant: fignbers, Militery counsel wes provided for tha
aﬂnu&ai, who wers slso mprasantad by vigoraua end ecpeble eivilian
guunNsala

- Sunﬁagq. of hvidence

8y For the Prosecuticn = v

On the night of 25 August 1944, the town of Rumsalshein,
Vermeny, wea subjected to a fifty-nine minutc eir redd by Allisd plenes,
Bombs struck Lhe Upsl works nuer the vown, end moel of the town, des—
troying mony oivilirn homos, The eltisens of the town. spent most of
the ;Light- wither in the air reid shelter or fight fires jn their
hemws,  This redid wes the longest end mest destructive.rrid the people
of Husselsheim hed oxperiencsd, They were still in an exeited eonditioy
the foullowing me y @6 Mugust 1944, when, between 0900 end 1000 hours.
Hix unsrmud Jmerdecn Iliers, prisoners of wrr, wrlkad through the town
with twe Germen scldier guerds, These fllers hed been shot down rnd
were being trken from Osirbruck to Ober Ursel. ks the group proceadad
weat, down' Erenkfurtorspregse » oriwd n:: Gerurn civiliens begen to githﬂ'
E—:‘Jﬂﬂd. thﬂﬂb , :



Mrs, Morgerete Witzler and ner S1BUST, MId. DOULE MELIOLMVy wwm v
flers end begen shonting "bect them to places. Bert them to desth.
They are the ones, they sre the onss who ware here last night, They
ape the terrorizers of lest night., Kill the dogs. We cannot heve
pity on them,” (12, 24, 31, 78, 83)« They continued these shouts s .
the sroup presed slong FPrenkfurterstrrsse. ilrs, Heinnsrdt threw a
brick from the debris, hitting ons or the Illers on the hesd (12, 16)
ard #lee struck one of them with her fist (25). Mrs, Witzler alsg
threw n brick st the fliers (33).

Jégeph Hartgen, a party officiel end the Propogande Chiet of
Russelsheim, was present in the cruwd, At this point he fired & revolver
one time (13, 20). DBoth women continued ghouting, end plcked up slunes ;
ard threw them £t the fliers (35, 38). Leter cther peopls threw stonss
(36)e & crowd of betwsen twenty end twe hundred pocple hed grthereu and
were following the fliers down Frenkfurtevstressas Philipp Gutlich, whu
wes in the epowd, best the fliers with r stick three feet long nd Lo
inches in dirmeter. He held the stick in both hends end bark seversrl
times (31¢ h3, #ﬁ}l

. Seversl of the fliers were bloeding, enc dne wrs baing errried
on.the beek cf encther, ‘The erewd wes engry snd the fliers movec swiftly
down Frepifurterstresse, tupning right intu Teunusstrasse anc proceecing
townrr Opabenstrasse, .5 the flieps perssed down Teunusstrasse past
Wilhelidnenstrease thoy werd bleeding snd soma wepe LiMping. Fnilipp
Gutlieh wes shouting, "Beat them to pleces,' (41, Lk2)s George Deum, who
wes ghoveldng debris in the péar of his home on Teunuastreese, yen wut
inte the street rnd pfter the flisrs, snl bert them with his shovel
(47, 48, B9, 90, 91)s Secing the orowd approsching, Johranes COpper wenb
townrd 1t with & broom helé high sbove his head. He struck twice (55,58,
blyy 69, 71)s Joseph Hertgen, with e stiek similer to ¢ hoe bendls,
wilaly best the fliers (70, 73), The fliers were bloeding, One flier
wes so brily besten by the time they nesred the end of Taunusstrease thet
he sat on the sidewrlk threg dr four houses swey from Grobenstresse, His
right showlder rnd the upper pert of the right side of his chest wern
hettanade & place of stone was sticking in his skull, Johennes Selpel
went over to him rnd kicked him on the nock end chin (76).

When the flisrs reeched Grebenstresse one was bleeding bedly et
the throst. They turned right erd proceeded down Grerbanstresse towsrd
Behnhofstrosse, They erossed Grebenstrasse rod procaeeded along the well
whinh separstes Grabenstresse from the reilroed tracks. The crowd
pontinued to follow end swerm erounc thems gust Wolf wea on 6 pile
of wood behinu the wall snd nesr the trecks, He and Kerl Fugmenn threw
stones ¢t the fllers (Pros Ex 4). Wolf hed whet sppenved to be the nendle
of ¢ hemmer in his hend, He tried te beet the fliers, but cld not succeed
(97, Pros Ex 8), Friedrich Jlust lernec over the well end hit one of the
fliere one on two ersceks (Fros Ex LY. Hs then went over the wall snd iato
(raponstresae with e piece of woud in his hends, He struck the hmaricens
forcefully seversl times (98), The flisra stumbled on, One was Limping
bedly, end the sntlre streot wes erowded end nuisy. After the fliers
prssed Gelersbuhl )l but two cullepsed 2nu fell to the pround next to
the well, The other two could just drep themselves eldng, and scdn fiell
té the pevement, They erept bogather to protect sech cthars Wust Sterted
Nittine bnem with e hsmmer, beeting to sad fro (113, 115, 116, Pros BEx 6).
Josaph Hertzen saked sll of the peopls to tent thems Johepn Opper was
{nciting snd "needling! the erow’ (104), end himself best the flicrs
suversl times (117, 119)s Jeseph Hartgen bert them repeatedly (118).

He then shet the Amerissns (103, 109, 110), who, by this time, lay in &
hoop agoinot tho wall,

Ater the incident wes eysr Johannes Seipel met fHia Basticn,
whom he teld he hed kicked somecne with his feost (49), He leter spproach-
od & boyhood friend and steted "I elso baet them" (93), The Taunus—
strasse wes ompty of the crowd when Johenn Opper returfed to ity He met
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scane he stopped in front of Wilhelmine Biendel's window rnd told
her "my hends hurt so from the beeting", (65)

. Between 1100 snd 1200 hours the srme dey the bodies of the
Americrn prisoners were pleced in £ fermer!s cerrisge drewn by Hitler
Youth, »nd were Lahen Lo U cemstery auer Musseloheim. Thoy wors
pleced in the'esrt one on Lop ¢f the other, snd some wers std11 alive.
st the time. in 5h men, Stoltz, sccompenied the cart. First it was
takon to the chapel where it wes left. Leter in the aftornoon i€ iwss
movod further into tho cemetery. Joseph Hertgen went to the cometery
late in the efternoon, fully eftired in his Gk uniform. The followisg
dey the Americens wors burled (137).

On 28 Juno 1945 six bodies of Mmericsn scldiers wers disintorred
‘ot the cemetery in Russcleheim, Germenys They were clothed in hmerdlorn
[Ar Gorps uniforms, snd four wors dog trgs. These bere th nemos of
John N. Sekul, Willimm L. Dumont, Themes U, Willisms, pnd .ilmore L.
aagnin (L40). J4l of the bodles exeept one hArd ¢ fracburwd skull, which
injuries wers obviously ceused by being struck with hesvy, blunt instru-
mentss The one whose skull hrd not been freetured hed two bullet holes
in the skull. Two cthers hed bullst holes in the skulls, No other
bonos were broken. ' :

[
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b, For the perense e A

Verdous witnesssa wore orlled by the defense, /75 yesr
old fnti~Fnseist who hed bueen driven from the ssens of the ospurrence
in Grrlbanstresse by the eccused Opper stated thet the recused Fugmenn
left the erowd rnd did not perticipete in the bertings. Charecter
witnesses Were introducsd ror ths ropused Fugmenn, Wolf, Witeler,
Reinherdt, Gubtlich, Seipel, Opper, Deum, snd Hertgen. The sssistant
Chief of the Public Heelth Office nt Lommstedt, who wns alsc the prison
doctor, testified thet the scoused Belpel wrs e very senile persofie
Mrs, Deun snd snother women who lived in the Deum housshold sboted theh
to their knowledge the scsused Drum did not follow the erowd end did not
bast tho flisrs, Uther witnesses testificd thrt tnoy 614 not nesr or
suo the recused Witeler, Reinhordt rnd Berthel in the ¢rowd rnd molesting
the fliers, -

Each escoused, ofter heving been duly cdvised of his rights,
slested to teke the stond and to lweke ¢ither sworn statement or oo,
unsworn stetement in yegard to the incident which oceurred in Russols-—
heim on 26 fugust 1944, in which six imericsn flicrs met their desth st
the hsnde of en unruly meb of Germen civiliens,

The sesused Doum, sge 50 yeers, in nr sworn atetoment
stebed thet He sew the fﬁ_ﬂﬂﬁgﬂ pras hls home in o cvowd of people.
He swore theot he ddd not join the crowd, and did oot in eoy wenner use
his shovel on thems - ‘ i

The seoused Brerthel in ¢ sworn stetement ndmitted heving
bean in the eruwd which surrounded the prisoncrs on Grebenstresse, but
donied striking one of them on the rectum with » plese of wood, saw
the zecused fugust Wolf end Johenn Opper in the crowd, but did not sce
whirt they wore doing, He ssw the fliers being berten by members of the
erend, snd sow thres or four of them cullepse nerr the well on Grebep—
stresse, but her ook né pert in the beeting,

il



The rccused Gutlich, in sn unsworn stztement, rlso edmdtted being
presont in the crowd on the dey in questions He had never scen foredgn
fliers befura, rnd wrnted to get 6 close lock eb thems He wes exeited,
heaving lost mueh in the bombing the night before. One of the flisrs:
"made souo kind of o face" rt himy; end he slepped the flier with the
flet of his hend, Ha denisd steliclng any of the prisonsrs with & oluhb,

The scoused Opper, in nn unsworn stetement, stebed he saw sn
encrmous crowd berting foreign fliers in the Grebenstresse, snd lator
saw thelr bodiss being teken rwry dn ¢ orrt. He edaltted heoving
broom when he first sew the crowd in Teunusstresse, but put it ealdo
whor he Jodned thae seowd, Hs vehomantly deniod the resussticns of hia
fellow bownapeoples

The rocused Seipel; in en unaworn stetement, sdnitted bedng in
the middle of the cruwd on Trunusstrrsse, He stoted thrt hs wes hit in
tho free with £ stons »nd wrs nit cover the heed with = big berm. He
adoittod soedng » flior sdtting on the éurb noer Crebonstrrose, but ro hs
wes dizzy from the blows he received he wra uneble to atirte whether or
not he kloked this flier, He deniad moking demeging stotements aftor
the ineddents d

The reeused Relohtrdd in en unsworn stetement, rdmitted being on
the eirnee of Brhshefatrrese end Prenkfurtoretecooe on the morning in
guestion, She snw » erowd of people following o group of fliere who hed
bean shot down. Thers wes much exsitement, snd lots of yelling, She
ededthed thet in the exeitemsnt ahe yelled "best tham" twiee, She sow
the snti-eirersft soldivr bert the flicrs, There wes ¢ lrrge orowd
end much nolse, end she heard no shootinge Two deys Lleter she losrned
the fliord hed boon murdored,

The rocused Witzler, in ko ungworn stetement, sdritted seeing ths
erowd ‘pnd bedng very excited, bubt cenied partieipeting, shoutding =nd
throwing stones. Though she fullowed the erowd down Frenkfurtepstrosse
ead Trunusatrasse to Weldstresse, she dia it purely out of eurdcsity.
She hrd nuyer seen forcign fliors befures Ohe ouuld not ses very well
beesuse Of tho-crowd, snd aid not sec eny blows struck ur etunes thriwn,
8he did net herr her sister, Mrs, Reddherdt, shouting. Two deys leter
she lesrned thet on thet aorning the fliers Hod been berten tu deaths

The secused Wust in en unsworn stetement, stated thet he heard
bho avise and sew the lerge orowd coming into Grebenstresse Lrum
Teunusstressay He ren to the well on Grebenstrasse, tock » hemuer £ron
his poeist snd tried to bert the fllers, but did not sucessd. Ghicks
end stiines were flying "ldke mechine gun fire", Someone in the oruwd
tuuk the hrmmer £rom him snd beat with it until the herd of the hromer
enige offy He saw Wolf and Fugmenn throwing stones or wood et the flisrs,
and leter sdudtted o beihiyg Lhe fllers hlmself after they ley on tha
Ereunty

The accused Juseph Herteen, in #n unswern e totement, stated
ho was Nead Propogence lesder in the town of Russelgheims On the morse
ing in guestion he wns atending on the eorner of Bshnhofatresse and
Fronkfurberobeesse and saw ¢ orowl spprosching, #sking wnet wos happan--
ing, he wes told thet they were fliors who hed been over the night be—
fore. fhe flicrs wepe guspded by ¢ sergernt who told him his orders were !
to lerd ths fliers through the town. Hertgen wes excitod, ss & result
of his experdences duping the reid the night before, He etruck one of :
the flicrs with the back of his hend. The orowd wes excited snd mensc—
luge He heord ghouts of "bept them, they sre the orhes of lest night',
e told the sergusnt to get the priscners cut of town, At this point he
-eft the erowd, end loter went to the eorder of Taunusstrasse and
furblestresse., Ho sew the erowd turn from Teunusstresse into Grabicn- -
stresse, He followed, snd sow the crowc besting the fliers. When they *




ware cn the griund g soldier bert them, AUtey the growd ClEpersed ne
exrndnea the bouies, streightened them out, end sew thet their skulls
hed besn brttered. He noticed no bullst holes, None of them grosnods
He obteined » coart end got some people to help loed the fliers' budles
in it, He then ordervd the cert teken to the cemetery, Hé denied hear-
ing sny shota fired, oy teking psart in the bestings.

The recused . Wolf made a sworn stetemsnt to the courte He stated
thrt he heard the noise of the crowd rend left his home tu investigate,
He went tU the corner of Orsbenstresse erc Teunusstrrssa, end Jwipsd
over the wall, K¢ heard shouts and oeriss of "beet them to death, best
them to places", and wes told thet they were the fliers whu hed besn
there the night before, He sew the flisrs being beaten by & flale-
sulcier, but did not ses enycne else beeting, et that time, The scocused
Weld gic not throw anything st them, tut he dil sce the sccused Wust
kneeling on the ground snc besting e flier's hued with a hemmer. Wolfl
Alnsslf claimed to be only en innccent bystendsr,

The aceused Kerl Fugmenn, in r sworn stetement, ststed thet he
too wee sttrected to Grabenstrrsse by the greet nidse of the oriwd. He
Jumped over the well which seperetos Grobenstresse from the reilrosd
trroks, ~nd saw thers wers Mmeriepn fliers in the ercwd, Hs wolked
whth the cruwd Yiwerd Gelersbuhl, snd then defbe Ab nu tme ¢id he have
anything ia his hend, end he did not strike the flisrs in any wey. He
hosrd shots fired, but did not kauw who fired thom.

The recused Berthel, recelled by the wurt, stetied he saw t&ﬁ
aceuscd Jolf next te the well with # stick in his hrnd, but 4id not sse
him strdke tnyony, .

#e The pocused Fugmenn wea acquitted by the Oummissdon,
One witncas stetec thet Fugmenn throw stones st the fliers, ol he hime-
self romitted Jusping over the well end welking with the srowd along
Gonbenstrrssse. In his eworn testimony, Fuemenn denied strikding the
fliers in ony wey. A mere bystenler in » concerted detion of this nature
18 not guilty of partiecipetitng hhether Cr not Pugurnn partieipeted
was e quustion of fact fop the commiseion which csnnot Justly be eriti-
cizad for determining it in favoer of the rocused,

bs The remeining nccused sre cherged jointly with riding,

‘betting . enccursging end perbicipsting in the desth of four ddedtifisd
i b unddentified Jmerdeen evictors, whe wers then prisiners of were
11 elements sre esteblished rnd rlthough not with the precisensss
ruquired of svidance produgec befure cuurts-mortisl, still with elerity
pnc convineingness., The evidence portreys o bluod-hungry, brutsl mob,
incenasd by the drmoge dona o their villegs during the preceding night!s
redd, determined to exect its revenge from the helpless avietors in its
clutehes, Even the old, the fegble, end the womsn perticipeted, end
among bhe erowd of vieious edvilirns, the sccussd wers closrly soen end
identifieds Thrt they best the awietors is plein, Witnssses whose
‘tastimony wes not diseredited nor refuted srw the convieted necused ply—
ing their homsly hut desdly wespsns end hoerd them shouting their in-
flommetory phreses, heard the shots thet put en end to suffering, thet
puncturted the ending of this episcde of horrer. Witnesses ssw the
bodies certed to the cemetery whers they were buried, there to resmin
until exhumed to become mute witnesses rgainat thelr murdererss Un—
doubtedly, cthers besides these rocused were Livolved; possibly other
hande then thoiss derlt tha blews thot wers finelly fotel, but the con-
‘dusion is firm »nd inescepeble thet these rocused pleyed an retive pert
nd thet the epimes of oll arg attributsble to ecech, The firdings of
Sudlty are sustained by the ovideree, |
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e, 8 the commission wes suthorized to. formulete its own
rules of procedurs end to rcoept in evidence eny testimony heving pro-
betive welue to r rersonpble men, the only test of the prepriesty of
its sotions end deelsicns is the impret thereof upon such rights ss sre

sooorded the rocused by principles of justice, frirness, rud humenity.
Whily peither tho rocupud ner tho niticn of whieh thoy are gsitizons hos

demonstreted esny inclinstlon to observe these principles, they sre smong
those for which tny wer wes prosecuted, snd to ignore them here would be,
in » lerge mense, to negetive our victory., Viewed in this light, the
herring wes eminently just, frir, and humene, The commission wes dili-

gent in its guerdienship of the rights of the sccused, sid wes in fret
preiscd by crth of the Commen eivilirn counael, Ciwvilicn scuncel sould

oriticize only the weliht given to pre-trirl sworn strtumonts exscubed

by the recused, These strtements rré elerrly entitled to considerstion

na falling within the type of evldensce hrving probrtive wvelus to rerson—
nble men. The herriag woa conducted in sn improssive snd dignified man—
nar, for which mueh eredit is due the President thercof. No hemmful errors

app-:ux 3

de Wolf end Brythel wers greh sentenced to be impriscned for
15 yesrs, while Dpun wea sentenced to 25 years'! imprisoriment. ALl the
sthers were sentenced to be henged by the neck until desd, Cbvitusly 4n
& erime of this neture, there mey be different degrees of mapumihil}.‘tw
appruprletely deserving of Wﬂ'ﬂ%ﬂ dupreea vl punistmenty The court wea
not 1imited in its punitive power, which includes power to impose » derth
sentence, The mode of exsouti pragepibed 1s epprcpriste to the heln-
cug orime of murder, ;

Plens for clamengy heve been received rnd ccnsidsped on behslf of
Lhe folluwlng socused;

1. Juhenn Beipel, ape 67. His brother plesds for mérey on the
grounds of pricr sleen pecord snd present senility, Despite his sue,
Seipel wrs seen to kick » recunbuat svistor, slready desperately wounded
by & piees of store sticking in his head, Whet rets of brutality Seipel
would hfve comulbted hed lie boesn lu his prise peed not be dmegined herse
Suffice it tc sty thet the sct h& did echtributed tu the death uf the
peraons nowmed,

2. Johenn Opper, see A0, His wife petiticns for pardon or com-
muteticn on the greunds that he did not have & weepon in his hend end
thet he succumbed G the influepce ulf the cruwd, His past record ls wi-
slemished, The testimony of the witnesses belies his ian.cence, He
was fwen with @ brounm held high in his hends; he wes ssen to strike
twice. In itsulf, old egs is not en excuse fur even » mitigsting f=ctor.
On the centrery, & mottirs men oould be expected to exsrt a restraining
influsnce, to extend the wisdom of his experience.

3s Fhilipp Gutlich, His wife rsks for commutstion on the grounds
thet he wes ¢ prrt of the mob cnly durdng the errly strges rmd on the
grounds cf his past wood pecord, Ho hes four minor children, thes
youngest eicht months olde Tha Mryor of Russelsheim points cut the guood
frmily beekground esnd the diligence of the rccused, snd tha feirness
with which Gutldch treeted prisoners snd foreign workers on his ferm,
The Chief of Police testifics to his blemeless record end his Andustry.

4s Morgerete Witezler rnd Ketherine Reinherdt, 4 petitdon is
presented by Jesn Witeler, the husbend uf Mergerete Witzler snd brothem
in-lew of Ketherine Reinherdt, He points cut thet their only offense weuo
sorepming ppeinst the pilets, sad thet no une pays sttenticn o sororminy;
#lves, Their pest record is Slemeless, During the sir-praid of 26 ‘ugust
94k, they csrrlad thelr cld wothér in » amsll cerriege to 2 Shelter, and
ahien they returned after the reid, witnessed the burhing htuses anll 'El‘ht
dving people, Both woasrd heve chilxirﬁn. Their honesty snd pajhttlzﬁﬁ a8 -

FHEPE LR S e s o I e, et e TR e s et T, SN B g AR e e = T






