DEPUTY JUDGE ADVOCATE'S OFFIOE
7708 WAR CRDIES GROUP
FIROPRAN OOMMAND

APO 40T 3 Fobruary 1948
UNEITED S§TATES)

)
v, g Case No, 000-50-2-538
Anton BITTRUF )

REVIEW AND RECOMMENDAT IONS

I. TRIAL DATA: The acoused was trisd at [mchau, Germany, during the per-
tod £0 August o & September 1947, befors a Gemeral Millbary Govermment Court,
11, CHARGES AND PR ICULARS: ~

CHARGE Is Violatlon of the laws and Usages of War.

Partioulars: In tlat Anton BITTHUF, a Gormn matiomal, did, at or
in the vioinity of Duoteu, Germany, in or ubout October 1959,
wrongfully encoumge, aid, sbeb and partloipate in tho killing of
approximately four Creohoslovakian tationals, inmtes of the Dachau

Oonebntrition Camp, who wers then in the oustody of the fhen German
liedoh, the oxaet mames and numbers af sush persons haing unkmown.

OHEARGE 114 Vielation of the luws and Usapges of War,

Purtloulars: In that Anton BITTRUF, a Gorman matiomal, did, at or in
the vioinity of Dachsu, Germany, in or about Decembar 1941, wrongfully

annenmgn, aid, abet and mrbéicipate inthe killing of approximately
40 Polish, Frenmch and Russiin matiomla, inmmtes of the Daoinu Concon-

tration Oamp, who wers then in the custody of the thon German Ra ioh,
the exact mmes and numbers of such persons being unknown,

OHARGE TIT: Violation of the laws apd Usages of War,

Pirt foularst In that Anton RITTRUF, a German matioml, did, at or in
tho vioinity of Daochuu, Germany, in or about July 1944, wrongfully
onpourage, Ald, abet and particlpate in the killing of approximtoly
300 French mtiomsls, inmtes of the Dachau Consemtration Camp, whe
ware then in the oustody of the then German Roloh, the exact mmes

and numbare nf sunh parsons belng unknowrs

I11. SUMWKY OF EVIDENCE: The acoused was o Wiffon 88 mustor sorgeant hav-

ing boon transferred from the Allgemsine 88 whioh ha Joined in 19335 (R 105).
He aorved in Daskan Oomaantration Camp from Moy 1934 urtil Maroh 1945, except

for brisf periods when he wis hospitaliged, The evidenocs as %o Charges b I
11 apd 111 wnd the partisulars will hereinafter be referred %o uas Inoidents

Nos. 1, 2 and 3. respeotively.
Iroident No. 1. Thero wae evidense irdicating that the acoused fired

20 oy 22 shots imto a group of Cgech inmtes being unlonded froma trans-

= -. " i " aarA Rl Ll PAee A A



Ineident No, 2, There was evidence indlcating that in 1941 and 1942

the aooused, as o mamber of an 88 firing squad, participated in the exeou-

tion of Polss, Neoohs, nnd Frenohmen on geveml ocooasions.

Ineident Mo, 8, There was evidense indleating that in August 1844

a transport of 1500 ta 1800 Fremoh immtes arrived at Dachau Coneentration
Camp, 300 of whom wore beaten to death on the roll eall siuars, Une Wit-
ness testified that he saw the accueed participate In beating these Frenmeh
Inmtos,.

Little welght has bean given to the testimenmy of the pros@oution witness-
gs Earl Ememor and Karl Gelger,
W, EVIDENCE AND RECOMVENDAT JONS,

Anton BITTRUF

Nat lomlity: Gorman

Apas 35

Civilian Status: Baskot Maler

Party Statua: Allgemeine 88

Wilitary Statuas: : Mastor Sorgeant, Waffen 98

Plea: NG Charge 13 NG Gharge 11
NG Charge 111

Findings: G Charga I3 G Charge IIg

G Charge 111
Sentenco: Doath by bhanging

Byidenss for Proseewtiont The accused joined the Allpemeins 88 on the

rirgt of Novembor 1933 and arrived at Dachau flonoertration Camp in May 19384,
During the months of iugust and Ssphomber 18358 he was in charge or the
armory (R 99, 100), From Aupgust 18941 until October 1942 he wae in oharge
of the detall in blook 29, engaped in pa inting, woodwork and basket
weaving oxcept for a short poriod of time when he was hospitaliged av wha
Sohmbinger hospital in Munloh, G rvatty . The aecused was oemploysd in
tihe mil gsnsorship department from Oatobdyr 1942 until laroh 1945, whan hae s
ws sert to the fromt (R 101, 102),

Tno ident Fo, 1. Habel, s fomer inmte of Dashau Consantration Camp,

tegtified that o milway tranavort of several hundrod Ceech matiomls




arrived at Dachau Concentration Camp in September 1939 and that he heard
that there were dead prisoners among them (R 43, 44), Gelger, a former
inmte, teatified that in September 1939 a transport conmisting of Crechs
and Poles arrived at Daohayu Concentration Camp and that the asooused was
postied as a guard by the headauarters staff during the unloading. When
the first oar was unloaded seme of the people were pushing and the eamp
oommndant gave orders to shoot. The accused fired between 20 amnd 22
shots into the inmates from a wery short distance (R £9). The witness
further testified thet he saw four dead bodies on this occoasion; tiet some
tad ghest woundn anpd others head wounds; and that he was starding bstween
15 and 18 mébers away from whers the accused was firing his machine pistol
(R 30).

Kraemar, a former immate, testifled that in Beptember 1938, while a
 large transport of Poles was belng unloaded, the S5 guards shot and beat -
them; that the acoused ahot at the priscners with a maehine pistol; am
that he saw sbout four desd (R 10, 11, 15),

Ingident No, 2. [Kmemer also testified that he saw the nocoused in
1941 apd 1942, ns & member of an S8 firing squad, participate in the exeou-
tion of Poles, Cgeehs and Frenohmen on several coocasions (R 11, 13, 19).

Ingidert Yo, §. EKmemer further testified that betwsen 15 and 18

August 1944 a tranaport consisting of approximately 1500 to 1800 French
inmates arrived at Dachau Comsentrmtion Camp, and that while they were
belng marohed o the roll call sqmre the/puards, including the ascumed,
beat the inmates severely, using the butts and barrels of thelr rifles,
resulting ina loss of at least 200 inmates (R 13, 14, 24). About 1500
to 1800 of thess inmates were assembled on the roll call sguare and about

300 of them were beaten to death by the acoussd and othar 55 mbn using,
sither the butts or buprels of theiw rdfles (R-14, 16, 24), Fraomer was

-

about 20 feet distamt from roll call square on this cocasicn (R 15),

Byidenga for Defenses:

Inoident No, 1y The apoused teatified that he never shot into a

arowd of Creoh prisonars in August or September 1939 (R 101).

Witness Galeger testified that alkhourgh he was sure of his ldentiflea-




tion of the accussd as the shoober he mde speoaial Imulries bo be guite
sura. o oguld not believe that the ncoussd would commlt muoh m deod
(R 34},

Inoident No, 2. The acoused denled that he mrtloimted in the exeou-

tion of Polish, Osooh ard Fremoh inmtes in 1941 (R 104),

Inofdant Ho, 3. Sohwaommls, n former 85 mn, teatified that the
nnum;ad wag omnloyed in the mail room from 1 Maroh 1838 until February 1948;
that the acoused nover would hawo permitted himself to partioipate in the
killing of 300 Fromoh mtiomls in July 1944; and that if the sneoused had
besn absent bofore noon of August 15 to 18, 1844, long enough to participate
in the beating or killing of 300 Franch mtiomls, tho witness would have
loarned of it (R 66)., Ho novor heard of the accused or any othor S8 man
killing inmtes in Daohau Concemtratiod Gamp (R 59). The testimony of
witness Sohwsemmle wis ssrroboratod by Sehwarz, u formor 55 mn (R 69),.
Fuesdel, a formar inmte, testifiod that the accused wis not lnowm as a
beator ard that he never heard of his having beaten or killed any lnmtes
(R 78, 78)a

Gmeniing, a former inmte, testifled that he never saw the asousad beat
or mistreat a prisoner nor did he vver hear any inmatos say anything apainst
him,

Nott, & former inmate, testified that tho nooused was not feared in the
gamp nor did he over #soe him boat or matreat any inmtes (R 84).

Zimmermann, a formor inmto and eupo, testified ;ahnt he navar saw or
hourd of the acocused beating prisonsys (R 50),

In an unsworn protrial statemont a Franclscan brother, Mahler, atatod
tht the acoused alwys acted humnoly toward the inmabes and nothing unfav-
omhble sver bocame known in Dachau Conserbration Oamp about him (B 925 D-Ex
1)s

The nocused testifisd that he did net know of any inmtes in Dachau Con-
osnkration Camp being killed and never todk mrt in any of tho beating
punishments that were admindstered (R 106, 106); and that due %o his
smployment in ¢F m il room i was imposnible rnr\‘him to goe whnt went on

ir Dantan Cannentration Coms nl: to havo varticimted inany of the of fonmas







