No. 10.
Consul Shepherd to Sir G. Ogilvie-Forbes (Berlin).
Sir,
Dresden, Febmary 2, 1939.
I HAVE the honour to transmit for information notes made of con
versations regarding conditions in the concentration camp at Buchen
wald with German Jews who were sent there after the murder of
Herr vom Rath on the 10th November.
I have, &c.
F. M. SHEPHERD.
Enclosure in No. 10.
Memorandum.

Jewish Persecution.
HERR H.E.B., who is an apparently respectable fur merchant in
Leipzig, told me that after the murder of vom Rath in Paris his shop
windows were broken, and that when he went home members of the
Secret Police were waiting for him outside his house and told him to
go with them. His wife protested, but the police said it would be all
right and that Herr B. would be back that evening. He was taken to
the railway station, and he said that: "I cannot tell you how they
treated us there." He was taken to a concentration camp (Buchen
wald, near Weimar) where there were about 10,000 Jews confined in
wooden barracks fitted with narrow bunks, into which they had to
crawl. They were given no coverings and were unable to wash or
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have a change of clothing, so Herr B. said, during a whole month in·
which he was confined there. For fourteen days his wife did not
know where he was or what had happened to him. There were in the
camp men of all ages up to 78, including professors and other leading
Jewish men. Herr B. was allowed out because it was noticed that he
wore an emblem showing that he had fought in the war. He was
fortunate in being released before the sudden cold spell, and he tells
me that many people died of cold after it began. The camp of 10,000
where he was confined was a small one compared with that devoted to
Austrian Jews which exists in the neighbourhood. The men in his
camp came from many parts of Germany, including Frankfort and
Hamburg. In addition to his confinement in the concentration camp
he has, of course, been presented with a demand for an amount of
20 per cent. of the estimated value of his entire property as a fine for
the vom Rath murder.
Concentration Camps.
Herr H. V. was in the Buchenwald camp for three weeks under
very severe conditions. There was not even enough water to drink,
and there were only twenty lavatories for 10,000 men. He saw many
beaten, and saw one arrive at the camp dead. On his release he was
told that, if he spoke about his experience, he and his family would
be imprisoned for life, and if he spoke of it after he had gone abroad,
he was told that there were " Vertrauensleute " who would finish
(" erledigen ") him off. The men in charge were young S.S. men
and a few of the regular Weimar Police. Conditions were incredible,
and they had no change of clothing or washing facilities.
Herr V. said that to the people in charge of this camp there were
two classes of people, alive or dead, and that no consideration was
paid to people who were old or sick.
On the other hand, I heard from a Jewish doctor, who was also in
the camp, that he was employed in looking after people who were ill or
who had been injured. This doctor had seen people beaten with
barbed-wire birches, and his particular occupation was to see that his
patients, as far as possible, were healed of the scars caused by their
ill-treatment. He knew of sixty-seven deaths, and thought there were
until recently about 350 in the Buchenwald camp.
British Consulate, Dresden,
Febr11ary 2, 1939.
No. 11.
Statement of a Former Prisoner at the Concentration Camp
at Buchenwald.-(Communicated to the Foreign ()ffice on
February 18, 1939.)
(Translation.)
IN present-day Germany no word strikes greater terror in
people's hearts than the name of Buchenwald, Only a few miles

