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SUBJECT: CONVERSATION WITH PRIME MINISTER MEIR

I. AT HER REGUEST, I CALLET ON PRIMIN MEIR AT 12:38 TODAY.
ALSO PRESENT WERE NMORDECHAI GAZIT, DIRGEN IN PRINMIN'S
OFFICE AND DCM. .

. 2+ THE PRIMIN<1NIIIATEDACDNVERSATIQN BY EXPRESSING HER GREAT
CONCERN ABOUT POSSIEBILITY FOR QQQQK,EXCHANGFAOF PowWs, NOTING
THIS COULLC BE MAJOR ITEM. IN CPPPOSITION (LIKUD ATTACK) ACAINST
GOVERNMENT IN KNESSET MEETING .SCHEDULER FOR 6:28 PM TOCAY._.l

FORTILNATELY WAS ABLE TO HAND HER COPY OF MCCLOSKEY'S STATENEKT
(STATE DUEETE) WetleH SHE-READ WITH GREAT RELIEF AND APPRECIATION.

NOTING "CH, GOOD: IV'VE BEEN WORRIEL ABCUT: THIS:ALL
MORNING." SHE GAVE INSTRUCTICKNS THAT THE -STATEMENT BE
FEATURED ON ISRAEL RADIO THROUGH THE BAY.- |

3, SHE CONTINUED FCR AWHILE ON THE SUPJECT -OF DOMESTIC PCLITICAL —J
SITUATICN NOTING THAT THE OPPOSITION WILL NCT ACCEPT THE CEASEFIRE
AND INDEED MAY MAXE THE ISSUE A YOTE OF COMEICENCE THIS AFTERNCCN.
SHE WAS SURE OF WINNING A MAJORITY VOTE ENDCRSING THE GOVT'S
ACCEPTANCE OF THE CEASEFIRE EUT THE PARLIAMENTARY DERATES WCULE
SHOW THAT THERE WAS CONSIDERARIE OPPCSITION TO THE GOVTI'S
ACTION. : ' ' .

-

4, MRS MEIR THEN EXPRESSED HER GREAT APPR CIATION FCR THE
SECRETARY'S VISIT YESTERDAY., SHE NOTED THAT HER CONVERSATION
WITH THE SECRETARY MELPED TO CLEAR UP SOME THINGS THAT WERE
CBSCURED EY THE SPEED WITH WHICH EVENTS PROCEECELC. SHE REPEATED
SEVERAL TIMES HER SATISFACTICN WITH THE RESULTS OF THE VISIT.

5, I NOTED THAT THE BRITISH AIB HAD JUST CALLEEC ON ME

AND, INTER ALIA, WAS PROEING FOR INFORMATICN CCNCERNING HIS
“IMPRESSICN" THAT THE GOI AND US MIGHT HAVE SCME MAJOR DIF-
FERENCES OVER THE UN RESCL-UTION. I ASSURED HER THAT I HAD
DIASEUSED HIM OF ANY SUCH NOTION AT WHICH PCINT MRS MEIR
'REMARKED "IT'5 TOO BAD YOU COULDN'T HAVE MADE HIM HAPPIER."
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9. MRS. MEIR WONDERED ALOUD “WHAT DO THE RUSSIANS DO WITH THE-

| EGYPTIANS NOuW?2" I ASKED IF SHE THOUGHT THE RENEWED .GROUND

¥ FOSTILITIES IN THE SOUEH REPRESENTED .A DANGER OF THE EGYPTIAN
EYgOVERNMENT RENBEGING ON .ITS ACCEPTANCE OF THE CEASEFIRE., SHE .

! \REPLIED IN THE NEGATIVE,. AT LEAST FOR THE PRESENT, AND REPEATED
THE PROBLEM WITH EGYPTIAN COMMANDERS IN THE FIELD NOT TELLING .
THE TRUTH TO CAIRO, WITH THE RESULT THAT SADAT APPARENTLY DID NOT
HAVE ANY ACCURATE MILITARY.DATA BASE ON WHICH TO BASE POLITICAL

{4 .DECISIONS. o o
11 10. MRS, Mé%ﬁjfﬁ§§:§%fED THAT, IN HER CONVERSAYION YESTERDAY
b WITH THE SECRETA ID ‘ASST SECRETARY SI1SCO E HAD DISCUSSED
{ e THE PROBLEM OF LA T A MECHANISM TO. ASSURE A CEASEFIRE.

SHE SAW MERIT IN(THEIR SUGG STION THAT ISRAELI MILITARY COM-_
MANDERS ON THE SUEZ—FRONT, PARTICULARLY WHERE SHOOTING IS GOING

ON, MIGHT TAKE THE INI TVE TO CONTACT THEIR EGYPTIAN COUI

0 ! 1T £ ‘ PVE THE - ‘ N, HOW=-

EVER, THAT SHE HAD DISCUSSED THIS WITH HER MILITARY COMMANDERS

WHO WERE NOT TOO ENTHUSIASTIC WITH THE IDEA SINCE SUCH HEAVY
FIGHT-ING WAS GOING ON. I‘SQGGESTED.IHAI,IT,MIGHTYBE WORTH A TRY
EVEN IF THE GYPTIANS DID NOT RESPOND SINCE THE EFFORT LTSELF WOULD
HELP CERTIFY THE GOI'S BONAFIDES IN WISHING TO HAVE A REAL CEASE-

! FIRE. MRS. MEIR SAID SHE THOUGHT THIS WAS WORTH RAISING AGAIN

{ WITH THE ®MILITARY AND WOULD DO SO. #3 ,953%,HOWEVER, THAT

ALTHOUGH HER SPEECH TODAY IN THE KNESSET SHOULD MAKE CLEAR
ISRAEL'S SINCERE DESIRE FOR THE CEASEFIRE ALONG THE EGYPTIAN
FRONT, SHE HAS TO ALSO MAKE IT CLEAR THAT ZSADAT CANNOT HAVE IT

BOTH WAYS” - HE CANNOT OFFICIALLY AND PUBLICLY ACCEPT THE CEASE-
Fagg AND THEN CLANDESTINELY GIVE ORDERS TO HIS SOLDIERS TO CONTINUE
SHOOTING. o .

e e it et ———— —mm

11. IN THE COURSE OF THE CONVERSATION, MRS.MEIR NOTED THAT IT
WAS CLEAR THAT THE SECRETARY UNDERSTOQD THE DILEMMA OF
ITRYING TO FIND A MEANS OF SETTING UP A MECHANISM TO POLICE A
'CEASEFIRE AND THE DESIRE TG-AUQID INVOLVING THE UN. SHE NOTED
IN THIS RESPECT THAT SECRETARY GENERAL.WALDHEIM WOULD ONLY BE
TOO0. ANXIOUS TO GET HIMSELF AND THE ENTIRE UN INVOLVED. IN THE
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“NOT 1O BE REPRODUCED wnHoﬁ;EQHEI\UTHomzAHON OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETAR"




e T ASSIFIED
& Authority -0

Department of State g
B

b (2

re

- . , .
—o— TEL AVIV 8513, SECTION 2 OF 2, OCT 23, NODIS

INTEREST OF ACHIEVING AND MAINTAINING CEASEFIRE, HOWEVER, SHE DID
NOT EXCLUDE THE POSSIRILITY OF HSING THE UNTSO SINCE, ASN AN
ORGANIZATION IN PLACE, IT MIGHT BE. ABLE TO TAKE ON THE CH ‘ ouT .
“AAVING 10 GO BACK 10 THE LN FOR A NEW "MANDATE™ AND THUS GIVE
WALDHELMN AN OPENING THROUGH WHICH TO RUM INTO THE ACTION. SHE

XSKED IF WE COULD TELL HERE WHERE THE UNTSO OBSERVERS ARE WHO

USED TO BE ALONG THE SUEZ.. 1 TOLD HER E WE WOULD CHECK OUR FILES

AND BE IN TOUGH WITH HER OFFICE IMMEDIATELY. (ACCORDING TO OUR

FILES THE UNTSO OBSERVERS WHO WERE ALONG THE WEST BANK OF THE

CANAL- ARE IN CAIRO WHILE THOSE WHO WERE ALONG TH EAST BANK HAVE

BEEN MOVED TO JERUSALEM. WE HAVE SO INFORMED THE PRIMIN'S OFFICE.)

12{ COMMEN CCLOSKEY'S;STATEMENT‘RE;POW'S WwILL GO LONG
- WAY . S HELPING MRS. MEIR WITH PARLIAMENTARY DIFFICULTIES
LATER TODAY. I CANNOT EVALUATE MRS. MEIR'S CLAIM THAT LACK OF
SUFFICIENT KNOWLEDGE OF MILITARY SITUATION ON GROUND IN CAIRO IS
A MAJOR FACTOR IN WHATEVER MISTAXES SADAT MAY BE MAXING NOW
AS CONCERNSMILITARY SITUATION. I NOTE, HOWEVER, THAT EBAN
MAKE SAME COMMENTS TO ME IN MY CONVERSATION WITH HIM ON
SUNDAY EVENING. AND,IF TRUE,I HAVE NO SOLUTIONS TO OFFER. IT
1S CLEAR, HOWEVER, THAT ISRAELIS ARE GOING TO CONTINUE TO SHOOT
BACK AND IF EGYPTIAN ATTACKS CONTINUE I WOULD NOT BE AT ALL SUR-
PRISED IF THE ISRAELIS WERE TO LAUNCH AN ATTACK DESIGNED TO WIPE
OUT THE EGYPTIAN THIRD ‘ARMY.ON THE EAST BANK OF THE CANAL. IF
THINGS REACH THIS POINT, I'S. NOT SURE WHAT KIND OF A CEASEFIRE
WwILL BE LEFT TEO BUILD UPON. I ASSUME WE ARE IN CONTACT WITH THE
SOVIETS ON THIS SUBJECT AND CAN ONLY HOPE THEY SHARE OUR CONCERNS.

e——

{3, I HAVE JUST SEEN USUN A139. MRS. MEIR DENIES ISRAELIS HAVE
TAKEN INITIATIVE TO VIOLATE .CEASEFIRE, BLAMES THE EGYPTIANS AND

NOTES IDE'GIVEN ORDERS TO SHOOT BACK.:
_— KEATING
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