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reccn vizit to Israell
-é Mr. Farley said chat the Department had
received messages indicating thatL #}had mzde observation ib}
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concerning sensitive Information wnién e wished o communicate "ﬂv—
cerning cthe Israeli proiect. :
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[gaic that the Isrzeli had been conscruccing a
instdilatica in The MNegeb south of Beersheta and referred to it as
a large agricultural experimencal scaction. He was convinced Chac
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L. He wes showm a phnotograpn ¢f the installation in our
Embassy at Tel Aviv which apparencly included a steel
tairment sphere’whicn would be usable only for a nuclesr
power reactor. The general characteristics oI tie
inscallation were :hﬂb of che Marecule reactor.
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In the absence of a positive mandate to inspect with al? that wozd
impli.4, the team has felt constrained to daccept the gruund rules
made evident by their host, leading to the present situation in
which a "visit" is conducted rather than an "inspeetion.® The ;
team therefore did not make an issue of the fact that the program
drawn wup by Israel shifted timing and focus in important ways

which limited their access to key facilities. Hor did they take
issue with their host's obvious pushing and hurrying past points

at which they indicated a desire for a closer look. The fact that
the team avoided creating issues can give rise to the semantic
interpretation that what went on satisfied them, which is in essence
what the Israelis replied +a the Embassy. There is no doubt
whatever in the mind of the chief of the team but that his hosts
effectively tailored the occasion as a "risit" to suit their owm
purposes: they took great care to emphasize at the outset that

it was a wvisit and nothing more, and obviocusly relied on the

good manners and restraint of the team members to aveid challenges

of substance.
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It is clear to me from the discussion that visits conducted under
these approaches may even be counter-productive, leaving Israel
in the position of pointing them out as evidence of "cooperation®
or "US satisfaction" at gome key juncture in the future. It also
seems to me that we have within our own purview the ability to
make the occasions more meaningful by instructing the team to take
a positive approach to inspection, asking for all the acseess and
information they deem required, and leaving it to the Israelis
either to accede or make positive denials of what is reguested.

At the least, that course would place responsibility where it most
rest rather than avoiding the real issues in a manner which
prejudices our interests.

cc: MNEA — Mr. Davies
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