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THI5 15 UNEYVALUATED INFORMATION

SOURCE: g U3 eitizen who is a nuclear enginecr. e has been asscciated
for several years with a training reactor. He is highly quelified
in his field.

He has travelsd extensively, visiting varlous parts of the world

in sonmection with the setting up of programs for nuclear engineering
treining and to consult with government offisials in regard to the
problems of nuclepr education. On a reeent trip he was dnvited to -
eonsult with offiecfals in Isrsel on this subject.

1. When T went to Israsl in November 1560 1t wes my first trip. I wasz to advise
in connection with muclear engineering training. I was awere thet there waz a
training reactor in Isrsel, and, et the Weizmann Institute and at other placss,
nuclesr engineers Wers being trained. T was completely unprepared for the
magnitude of the effort in Israsl, or for the attitude of some of the Israslis
in pegard to it. What I learasi about the larges classified project nesr
Beersheba all cams indirsctly. I spoke with a muber of highly placsed Isrsslis
who were. forced to aclmowledge the existence of the classified effori in ordswx

- that eny use might be made of my consultative capabilities, but no ons spoks
to'me of it in detall or gave eny direct informaticn sbout 1t. For this reanm
T prefer 4o ksep the nameg of the Iegrasll officiels with whom I spcke, and who
were plased in the pogition of heving %o acknowledge some of the charasieristics
of the clessifisd projsct, to nyzalf.

2, One of the first plases I was faksn to consult was the laboratory of the Israsll
Atomie Energy Commizsion. As soon &5 the conversatdon stearted 1t fmmedfaiely
became apparent thot the ITaraslis hed net anticipated that to discuss npuslasy
training with me they would have to reveal the obhjectlves for which the
training wes belng condusted. As o resulit, I hed to ask pertinent gquestions,
the responses to which immadiately revesled the existence of wvery importent
project which the Tsraell officials could not discuss with me. This impression
was fortified with each of the sonversations I had in Israel until It over-
shadowed everything else about my trip there. To pame two items whick Imaw-
diately brought the classified praject into evidence wes the ancmaly of the
number of people being trained In nuslesr englneering, the number desired to
be trained in nuelear enginesring, croparsd with the size of the present and
planned unclassified atomic enerpy program. At the Welsmenn Institute 20 or
30 pecple alresdy have been graduated from a rather intensive course 1n el ear
engineering. Add to this the trainees at other Institutes and the reluetancs
to name exactly how many were expected to be trained in the near futurs, o
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It wes left thot the Israclis would submit at the appropriate time data
on students they wish to send te the U.3,, thedr request for heavy water, and
and the speelfications of thelr reactar necessavy to qualify for the U.S.
finmmeial assistance.
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