
Consul-General Gainer to Viscount Halifax. 

Hrs Majesty's Consul-General at Vienna presents his compli
ments to His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, and has the honour to transmit to him a copy of his despatch 
to His Majesty's Charge d'Affaires, Berlin, dated the 11th November, 
1938, respecting the anti-Jewish demonstrations in Austria following 
the death of Herr vom Rath, secretary of the German Embassy at 
Paris. 

Vienna, November 11, 1938. 

Consul-General Gainer to Sir G. Ogilvie-Forbes. 

Sir, Vienna, November 11, 1938. 
I HA VE the honour to report that the anti-Jewish demonstrations 

in Vienna, the occasion of which was the murder of Herr vom Rath, 
secretary to the German Embassy in Paris, assumed very alarming 
proportions on the night of the 9th instant and during the whole of 
the 10th instant. 

2. The action was undertaken by the Austrian S.A., most of 
whom were in full uniform, and the police had obviously received 
instructions not to intervene. A very large number of shops and 
houses owned or occupied by Jews were wrecked and numerous arrests 
took place. Yesterday morning Jewish prayer houses and synagogues 
were set on fire in considerable numbers; the Volkischer Beobachter, 
indeed, gives particulars of no less than nineteen synagogues which 
were completely destroyed by fire. Another in the Lcopoldgasse was 
destroyed by a bomb, which did considerable damage to near-lying 
buildings. All the fire brigades of Vienna were fully employed, as 
at one time there seemed to be grave danger of a serious and wide
spread conflagration involving large sections of the city. 

3. The press openly rejoices at these manifestations and con
gratulates the people on the fact that the Jews "can now no longer 
hatch plots against the State under cover of religious services." 

4. In addition to this orgy of destruction, all Jewish shops were 
forced to close and may not yet reopen. In many cases plate-glass 




