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ACYION EUR-BA 5, POLITICALLY: THE JEWISH COMMUNETY HAS NO PARTICULAR
AFFILIATION BUT ENJOYS THE RESPECT OF NAYOR FUNAR OF
{KFO L0G-88 AID-B8  AMAD-6 BIB-B]1 CIAE-88 SMEC-88 OASY-ER THE NATIONALIST PUNR. WE ARE TOLD THAT RELATIONS WITH
DODE-88 EB-BB ED-91 HHS-81  K-81 TEDE-B8 1NR-B8 STATE AUTRORITIES, MOTABLY THE PREFECT AND THE ROMAMIAK
10-16 | -B8 ADS-38  N-B8 NRRC-88 NSAE-BF NSCE-89 ORTRODOX WIERARCHY, ARE CORDIAL AS WELL. AT PRESENT.
01C-82 OMB-E1 PA-B1 PM-88  PRS-BF P-81 s8-8 THE COMMUNITY 1S TRYING TO SECURE SOME FORMER PROPERTY
SCT-83  SNP-BE  SP-BF  SR-8F  SS-BB  STR-g1  TRSE-#8 IT HELD. SUCH AS A PUBLIC BATH, WHICH WAS TURNED [NTO A
T-88 USIE-B8 PMB-B8 PRME-£1 G-88 945y SPORTS COMPLEX DURING THE COMMUKIST PERIOD AND {§

DRL-B3
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R 2614437 0CT 94
I ANEKGASSY BUCHAREST
T0 SECSTATE WASHDC 8855

—BUCHAREST 816366

E.0. 12356: DECL:OADR

TAGS: PGOV: PHUM: SOCI, RO

SUBJECT: TKE JEWS OF CLUJ - A WELL-RESPECTED CONMUNITY
THREATENED BY OLD AGE

I. THIS CABLE WAS PREPARED BY THE L.S.
OFFICE IN CLUL

1. SUMMARY: THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF CLUJ, ONCE A
S$IZEABLE MINORITY IN PRE-WAR DAYS) 1S STRUGGLING WITH
EVER SHALLER NUMBERS TO PRESERVE CENTURIES-OLD
TRADITIONS. CONTRARY TO OTHER ETHNLC MINORITIES,
HOWEVER, THE FEW, MOSTLY ELDERLY: JEWISH CITIZENS iN
THE REGION ARE FULLY INTEGRATED INTO ROMANIAR SOCIETY,

| KFORKAT | ON

AND THEY UNDERSCORE THAT ACTIVELY ANTI-SEMITIC
SENTIMENTS N TRANSYLVRNIA ARE VIRTUALLY HON-EXISTENT.
WHILE THREE FUNCTIONING COMMUNITY CENTERS EXIST
THROUGHOUT TOWN: THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 1S WOPEFUL TRAT
ADDITIONAL PROPERTIES |1 FORMERLY OWNED WiLl BE
RESTORED BEFORE LOKG. END SUMMARY.

3. ACCORDIKG TO J. TISCHLER, THE SECRETARY OF THE
JEWISK COMMUNITY IN CLUJ: THIS MINORITY IN THE REGION

IS SLOWLY DYING OUT, WITH ONLY S8 MEMBERS LEFT iN THE

COUNTY, DOWN FROM HORE THAN 18,SBE IN PRE-WAR DAVS
TODAY, 9€ PERCENT OF THE CONHUNITY IS OVER 68 YEARS
GLD, WiTH MOST OF THEIR CHILDREN HAVING EMIGRATED TO
ISRAEL DURING THE CEAUSESCU ERA: ONLY ONE CHILD UNDER
THE AGE OF 2B REMAINS. OUR CONTACT. THE FORMER MANAGER
OF THE LARGEST DEPARTHENT STORE IN CLUJ, ROTED THAT THE

OEPARTMENT OF STATE

CURRENTLY RENTED BY THE STATE 70 A PRIVATE CONPANY.
O SHOPS I THE CENTER OF TOWN WERE ALREADY RESTORED
TO THE COMMUNITY LAST YEAR, OVER THE LAST FEW YEARS,
THE JEWISH COMNUNITY HAS ALSQ BEEN TAKING CARE OF THE
MORE THAN 28 JEWISH CEMETERIES N THE REGION.

6. TISCHLER NOTED THAT INTER-ETHNIC RELATIONS: IN HIS
VIEW, WERE TOO POLITICEIED IN TRANSYLVAKIA, AND THAT
BOTH THE PUNR AND THE UDMR WERE EXPLOITING THE
RATIONAL1ST CARD FOR THEIR OWN POLITICAL PURPOSES. HE
ALSO LAMENTED THE ETHNIC HUNGARIANS® RECENT BOYCOTT OF
THE SOTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE_L|BERATION OF CLUJ: ADDING
THAT THE LOCAL ROKANIAM PRESS WAS OFTEN EQUALLY
INSENSITIVE TO THE HUNGARIANS® CULTURAL HERITAGE IN
TRANSYLUANIA.

7. COMMENT: AFTER & CENTURIES-OLD PRESENCE IN CENTRAL
TRANSYLUANIA; THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF CLUJ AND
SURROUNDENG AREAS 1S RAPIDLY DYING OUT, WITH MOST OF
ITS MEMBERS HAVING EXIGRATED TO ISRAEL. THE fEW
RENAINING ELDERLY JEWS IN THE CITV: HOMEVER, ARE DOING
THEIR BEST TO KEEP ALIVE A SENSE OF COMMUNITY: ALTHOUGH
KEAD OF THE JEWISK COMMUNITY HERE IS AN INTELLECTUAL (N
THE BEST OF THE CENTRAL EUROPEAN TRADITION AXD
EXPRESSED KIS INTEREST IN MEETING WiTH AMBASSADOR MOSES
DURIKG ONE OF HIS FIRST WORKING VISITS TO CLUJ. A
SOFT-SPOKEN, GENTLE MAN» TISCHLER SHOWED NO TRACE OF
BITTERNESS OVER THE HORRIFIC SUFFERING AKD DEATH THAT
MANY OF H1S CO-RELIGIONISTS EXPERIENCED PRIOR T0 1944,
END COMMENT. RICKERT
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COKMUNITY SUFFERED TREMERDOUSLY UNOER THE GERMAN- () RELEASE DECLASSIFY | MR Ca ,
HUNGARIAN OCCUPATION OF NORTHERW TRANSYLUANIA (194B-44) ) EXCISE f ) DEGLASSIFY MEOCESI?:UO?IZ[V.
AN THAT ONLY E1GHT PERCENT RETURNED TO THE REGIOK () DEnY N PART

75 P37 s

} CLASSIFY as {
( ] DOWNGRADE TS 0 (

AFTER 1944. BY THE SAME TOKEW, TISCHLER SAID JEWS {N
THe REST OF ROMAN!A GENERALLY FARED BETTER DURING THE
SECOND WORLD WAR.  INOTE: WE DID NOT BRING UP THE
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4. HISTORICALLY, THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF CLUJ WAS

DSVIDED INTG THREE TRADITIONAL GROUPS: ORTHODOX:

SEPHARDIC: AND REFORMED. AS A GEMERAL RULE: JEWS HERE ‘ .
MADE & LIVENG. RS BUSINESSMEN, SMALL SHOP-OWNERS. AND

SKILLED CRAFTSMEK. MANY LATER BECAME FACTORY WORKERS

WHER THEFR BUSINESSES WERE NATIONALIZED AND THE PUSH

TOWARDS FORCED IKDUSTRIALIZATION BEGAN. JEWISH

INTELLECTUALS ALSG PLAYED AN iMPORTANT ROLE IN THE CiTY

DURING THE INTER-WAR PER1OD. TODAY: A LARGE SYNAGOGUE
NCT FAR FROM THE MAIN TRAIN STATION SERVES AS THE
KEETING POINT FOR THE COMMUNITY. MEMBERS OF THE GROUP
NOTE THAT THEY 00 KOT SENSE EVEN TEE SLiGKTEST
DISCRIMINATION AND CONSIDER THEMSELVES LOYAL CiTIZENS
OF THE ROMAN{AM STATE
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UNKNOWH ANYWHERE ELSE IN EUROPE: AKD AN ANONALY WHiCH
INFO L0G-88  AID-B0 '

WILL ALHOST CERTAINLY NOT BE DUPL ICATED.

AMAD-B1 BIB-#1 CIAE-BB SKEC-BB -0ASY-E0 .
DODE-A8 EB-B8  ED-B1  FBIE-BE HAS-81 H-Bl TEDE-£8 5. ROSEN'S EFFORTS WERE NOT UKCONTROVERSIAL. 1N ORDER
INR-82  10-16 -0  ADS-B NRRC-BA NSAE-6@ NSCE-£H T0 KEEP THE WAY TO ISRAEL OPEN FOR HIS FLOCK, ROSEN
Bic-g2 PA-@1  P-68  PRS-B1 P-fi  SCT-BL  SP-BR CONSIDERED |T NECESSARY TO MAINTAIN GOOD RELATIONS ¥ITH
SR-88  SS-Z1  STR-B! TRSE-BE USIE-BF PMB-88 PRME-81 HIGH ROMANIAK GOVERKMENT QFFICIALS. HIS ASSOCIATION
DRL-BS G-E0 fB WITH CEAUSESCU (ALTHOUGH ROSEW DENIED 1T TO OTHERS),

L ——— 967606 B9FS52L /38
R 1835547 OEC 94
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£.0. 12356: N/A
TAGS: PHUK: SCUL: SOCI. RO
SUBJECT: ROMANIA'S JEWS: AND THEN THERE WERE NOKE

1. SUMMARY: ROMAWIA'S JEWS: ONCE A LARGE AND
PROSPEROUS MIKORITY: HAVE DWINDLED TG A FEN THOUSAND:
AND SEEM TO HAVE NO KOPE, OR INTENTIOH OF
REESTABLISHING A MAJOR JEVISH PRESENCE. VIRTUALLY
EVERYONE ¥HO MANTED TO HAS ALREADY EMIiGRATED. MOSTLY T9
ISRAEL, AMD THE FEW WHO RENAIN ARE CARED FOR IN LARGE
PART WITH ASSISTANCE FRON THE U.S. AND ISRAEL. A RICH
KERITAGE SEEMS SURE TO BECOME A PART OF KISTORY, WITH

STRANGELY FEX REGRETS FROM ANYONE |KVOLVED. END
SUNNARY.

. ROMANIA’S PRE-WORLD WAR i1 JENISK POPULATION WAS
APPROXIMATELY 889, 888. 488, BAE-456, 688 OF THESE DID
NOT SURVIVE THE WAR YEARS OF 1333 10 1945, SINE 1346
97 PERCENT OF ROMARIA'S REMAINING JEWS HRVE LEFT FOR
1SRAEL.  MOST OF THEM STAYED THERE. THOUGH SOME MADE
THEIR WAY LATER TO TRE 0.5.. CANADA, AND OTHER
DESTINATIONS, TODAY, WHILE THE MOST RECENT GOVERNNMENT
CENSUS COUNTS SOME 9,888 JEWS STILL IN ROMANIA, JEWISH
LEADERS HERE BELIEVE THAT THE REAL TOTAL 1S BETWEEN
14,888 AND 17,888, WITH 8,280 OF THEM IN BUCHAREST. AT
LEAST PART OF TRE DiSCREPANCY 4§ ACCOUNTED FOR BY THE
FACT THAT SOKE JEWS MAY CONSIDER THEMSELVES JEWISH FOR
RELIGIQUS PURPOSES BUT NOT FOR CENSUS PURPOSES.

3. THE AVERAGE AGE OF ROMAN{A'S JEWS 15 72, THERR

" CURRENT SITURTION IS A BITTERSWEET MIXTURE Of
BROTHERHOOD AND RESIGNATION, OF CHOIGES MADE T STAY
AND LIVE OUT INDIVIDUAL LIVES IN A COUNTRY WHERE THE
TIDE OF EMIGRATION HAS EFFECTEVELY DOOMED THE JEWISH
PRESEKCE. FOREIGN JEWISH AID. WOSTLY AMERICAN: 1S
DEDICATED TG NAINTAINIKG A DECENT LEVEL OF LIFE: HUMAN
DIGNITY, AND JEWISH SOLIDARITY WHILE THAT PRESENCE
STILL SURVIVES.

4. THE PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERATION OF JEWISK
COMMUNITIES 1N ROMANLA IS 72-YEAR-OLD RICOLAE CAJAL,
M.B.. PH.D., AND LONG-TIME PROFESSOR AT THE UNIVERSITY
OF BUCKAREST AND OFFICIAL OF THE ROMANEAN ACADENY.

HIGHLY RESPECTED ACROSS ROMANIAN SOCIETY, |T IS WIDELY
THOUGHT THAT CAJAL ALONE HAD THE STATUS TO REPLACE AS
FEDERATION PRESIDENT THE LEGENDARY RABE! MOSES ROSEN,
WH0O BEFORE DYING A YEAR AGO AT THE AGE OF 83, HAD LED
THE FEDERATIOR AND ASSURED YHE POSSIBILITY OF CONTIKUED
EMIGRATION THROUGHOUT THE DEJ AND CEAUSESCU
DICTATORSHIPS. UNIQUELY, RGSEN WAS BOTH CHIEF RABBI OF
ROMANIA AND PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERATIOK. SOMETRING

INCLASSIFIED

KNOWN.

¥AS SEEN AS A CLOSE ONE: AND HE WAS, AND IN SOME
QUARTERS POSTHUMOUSLY CONTIKUES 10 BE. ‘VILIFIED FOR
THES. BUT NITHIN THE JEWISH CONNURITY HERE, THERE IS
O AMBIVALENCE. EMIGRATION WAS HISTORICALLY AWD
CULTURALLY A REQUISITE ROAD FOR THE JEWS WHO TOOX 1T,
BND PROBABLY WOULD HAVE BEEN SO FOR MOST OF THEM EVEN
WITHOUT THE TERRIBLE ECONORIC CONDITIORS THEY AND OTHER
ROMANTANS WERE FACING. THE EFFORTS OF RABBI ROSEN T0
PAVE AND MAIRTAIN THIS ROAD ARE CONSISTENTLY VIEMED 1K
THE JEWISH COMMUNITY HERE AS A GREAT GIFT TO HIS
PEOPLE.

§. NEANWHILE: PRESIDENT CAJAT P OTHERS ARE DEDICATED
T0 KEEPING JEWISH LIFE IN ROMANIA STFLL VIBRANT FOR AS
LOKG AS |17 SURVIVES. THE MATERIAL MEANS FOR THIS COMES

FROM OVERSEAS, LARGELY ISRAEL AND THE UNITED STATES
THE AMERIEAN JOINE DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE (AJDCH GIVES
ABOUT THREE MILLIOR DOLLARS AKRUALLY {R DIRECT AlD, AS
WELL AS PROVIDING A GENERAL DIRECTOR FOR THE
FEDERATION. THE INCUMBENT IN THIS POSITIOR IS ALEX
SIVAK: A ROMANIAN EMIGRE WRO HAS RETURNED 10 BUCHAREST
T0 ADHINISTER THE FEDERATION'S PROGRAMS, BORN IR
BUCHAREST IK 1946+ HE ENIGRATED TO ISRAEL WITH #IS
FAMILY IN 1961. A CAREER AVIATOR IN THE ISRAELI ARMED
FORCES, NOW RETIRED: HE WAS RECRUITED FOR THiS JOB BY
THE AJDC, ASSUMING 1T AT THE START OF 1883,

7. AS WAS TRUE (N MANY PLACES [N THIS PART OF THE
WORLD: THE JEWISH MINORITY: "ALONG WITH THE ETRHIC
ARMERIAN AND GREEK POPULATIONS, NADE UP THE VISIBLE
BULK OF THE MERCHANT CLASS IN ROMANiA PRIOR TO ¥ORLD
¥R |1, AFTER FOUR DECADES OF COMMUNISH: VIRTUALLY ALL
SIGNIFICANT JEWISH HOLDINGS ARE GOME: ALTHOUGH AR
EFFORT TO SECURT RESTITUTION OF A CONF{SCATED HOME OR
ARTNORK OCCASIONALLY SUCCEEDS. WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF
SUCH MATERTAL LOSS: THE FOCUS OF THE FEDERATION'S
EFFORTS 1S GIVING AID TO RONANIA'S JENS WHILE
CONSCIOUSLY ALLONWIKG THEN TO MAINTAIN THEIR DIGNITY,

THERE ARE NO ILLUSIONS OF A JEWISH RENAISSANCE HERE,
NOR ANY DESIRE FOR OME. 1N THE PAST YEAR, ACGCORDING TO
SIVAN, THERE WAS ONE JEWLSH WEDDING PERFORMED IN THE
WHOLE COUNTRY, AND THREE OR FOUR BAR NITIVAHS. AT THE
SAME TIME, THE COMNUNITY AVERAGES A FUNERAL A DAY

HATLON-WIDE. THE OVERWHELMING NAJORITY OF ROMANIA‘S
REMAINING JEWS ARE OLD PEOPLE WHO HAVE CLEARLY DECIDED
70 LIVE OUT THEIR LIVES (M THE ONLY HOME THEY'VE EVER
IN ALKOST ALL CASES: THEIR CHILDREW OR OTHER
FAMILY WEMBERS HAVE LEFT- (COMMENT: POLOFF RECOGNIZED
THIS PHENONENON -- PROUD OLD MEMBERS OF A RELIGIQUS
MIKORITY CHOOSING TO END THEER LIVES APART FROM THEIR
CHILOREN IN A CENTURIES-OLD HOME THAT #AD CROWN
{NDIFFERENT AND EVEN HOSTILE -- HAVING SEEN IT OM A
TWO-WEEK VISIT TO {STAMSYL 11 1992, THERE, THE LAST OF
THe Ot PATRICIAN GR-EKS OF CLD CONSTANTINOPLE, SNALLER
[N NUMRERS EVEK THAN RO-AN'A’S JENS: HAVE SINILARLY
DECIJED v S1AY AMIDST THE DISTANT MEMORIES OF PAST
CONTENTMENT ®IXED WITH THE PAIN OF FORE RECENT
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DISAPPOINTHENTS. I BOTH PLAGES, POLOFF SPOKE WITH
NUNEROUS OLD FOLK ¥HO PROUDLY DESCRIBED THE
ACHIEVEMENTS OF THEIR CHILDREN AND GRAKDCHILDREN [N
OTHER LANDS: AND ¥WHO EQUALLY PROUDLY WERE STAYING WHERE
THEY WERE: ALONE, TILL THEY DIED. ENG COMMENT.)

8, NOT EVERYONE AGREES THAT THE DECISION OF & SIZEABLE
NUMBER OF ELDERLY JEWS TO LIVE OUT THEIR LIVES HERE (S
THE RIGHT OME. JEWISH ACTIVISTS BOTH HERE AND IN
ISRAEL HAVE BENT THEIR EFFORTS TOWARDS THE IDEA OF
EKCOURAGING INMEDIATE MIGRATION OF THE REMAIKDER OF THE
COMMUNITY. BUT BOTH THE FEDERATION AND THE AJDC AGREE
THAT THE HORE HUMANE COURSE IS INDIVIDUAL CHOICE. AND
WHERE THE CHOICE IS TO REMAIN. OR. CAJAL,» TIRECTOR
SIVAN: AND THE. WHOLE COMNUNITY ARE [NTENT OK MAKING
THAT CHOICE AS FULL AND MEANINGFUL AS POSSIBLE.

3. THE FEDERAT!ION'S EFFORTS ARE AIMED AT BOTH BODY AND
SOUL. WITH HALF OR HORE OF ROMANIA'S JEWS LIVING IN
BUCHAREST, THE SITE OF FEDERATION HEADQUARTERS, THE
BULK OF ITS ACTIVITY IS HERE IN THE €APITAL, BUT EVERY
POSSIBLE FUNCTION AND PROGRAM 1S EXTERDED WHEREVER A
JEWISH CONMUNITY OF ANY SIIf IS RECOGNIZED. THERE: THE
COMMUNITY MEMBERS THEMSELVES ADMIRISTER FEDERATION
PROGRAMS.

18. A COMMUNITY CAFETERIA {N BUCHAREST SERVES OVER 588
FULL HOT KOSHER MEALS EACH MIDDAY. AT LOW COST BUT OKE
VARYING WITH THE ABILITY TO PAY. EVEN THE NOST
DESTITUTE ARE, BY DESIGN. ASSESSED A CHARGE OF 154 LEI
-- LESS THAN AN AKERICAN DIME -- THUS ALLOWING THEM THE
GESTURE OF PAYING FOR THEIR OWN MEAL.} MOREQUER, TO
THE SHUT-IH OF BUCHAREST, 488 HOT MEALS ARE DEL |VERED
DAILY. A LARGE FOOD-BOX: CONTAINING BOTR STAPLES ARD

- TREATS: IS DELIVERED FREE EVERY SIX WEEKS TO MORE THAN
2,888 JEWS ACROSS THE COUNTRY. WHO QUALIFY BASED ON LOW
INCOME. A FULL MEDICAL CARE PROGRAM IS ADMINISTERED:
AND ALL RENT AND UTILITY PAYMENTS ARE MABE 8Y THE
FEDERATION FOR ALL OFFICIAL PARTICIPANTS IN ITS
ASSISTANCE AGREEMENTS. IN RETURN FOR THIS ¥ INANCIAL
ASSISTANCE: THE LAST SURVIVOR OF A HOUSEHOLD MUST AGREE
T0 BEQUEATH WHATEVER ESTATE EXISTS TO THE FEDERATION.
¥ITH LITTLE REAL PROPERTY AND FEW ITENS OF GREAT VALUE
REMAINING TO NOST MEWBERS OF THE COMMUNITY. AND USUALLY
N0 ONE INTERESTED IN CLAIWING WHAT BOES REMAIN: THIS
PROVISION 1S MORE SYMBOLIC THAN WATERIAL. WHAT IS
ACCOMPLISHED 1S THE PREVENTION OF REVERSION TO THE
STATE OF ANY PROPERTY THAT DGES EXIST,

11, THE FEDERATIOK ALSO ENSURES THAT ENERGETIC
RELIGIOUS, CULTURAL, AND HEBREW-LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION
PROGRAMS EXIST WHEREVER POSSIBLE: ESPECIALLY FOR THE.
FEW YOUNG MEMBERS OF THE FAITH STILL WERE TO TAKE

. ADVANTAGE OF THEM, TRADITIONALLY. A COMMUNITY'S RABBI
SUPERVISES SUCH INSTRUCTION.  (NOTE: IN THE JEWISH
FAITH, A RABBI'S SPIRITUAL ROLE IS THAT OF A TEACHER.
AND NOT THAT OF A LITURGICAL CELEBRANT. WHERE JEWS ARE
GATHERED TOGETHER, THEY DO NOT REQUIRE THE LEADERSHIP
OF A RABBI TO WORSHIP. RABBI ROSEN'S DEATH UHDERSCORES
THiS: FOR IN HiS ABSENCE, WORSR(P GOES ON EVEN THOUGH A
75-YEAR OLD RABB! IN TIMISOARA 1S CURRENTLY THE ONLY
RABEI IN THE ENTIRE COUNTRY. €ND HOTE.) THE
FEDERATION QUICKLY SELECTED OR. CAJAL TO REPLACE RABEI
ROSEN IN HiS ROLE AS PRESIDENT: BUT A YEAR LATER: THE
EFFORTS TO RECRUIT A NEW CHIiEF RABB) C%OM. ISRAEL STILL
HAVE KOT SUCCEEDED.

12. COMMENT: FROM POLOFF'S DBSERUATIONS: HHENEULR HE
NEW CHIEF RABBI 1S SELECTED AND ARRIVES. HE WILE FIND A

.
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VERY AGED. GENTLE, AND FRATERKAL CONGREGATION.
ATTENDING SABBATH SERVICES DURING HANUKKAH CONF{RMED
FOR POLOFF THE VERY COLLEGIAL NATURE OF CONSERVATIVE
ARD ORTHODOX JEWISH WORSHIP HERE.  (THERE 1S X0
REFORNED JEWISH PRESENCE IN ROMAKIA.) WHAT WAS CLEAR

FROM ALL POLOFF’S OBSERVATIONS OF BOTH SACRED AND
SECULAR ASPECTS OF THE COMMUKITY, WAS A& PALPABLE SENSE
OF .SHARED EXPERIENCE WITHIN ROMANIA'S JEWISH COMMUN!TY,

WHILE THERE WERE A FEW YOUNG PEOPLE IN RTTENDMNCE AT
THE SERVICES, [T WAS THE PRESENCE OF THE OLD SURVIVORS
THAT SET THE TONE. THEY HAVE ENDURED AMD SHARED A
GREAT DEAL TOGETHER, AND KAVE SEEMINGLY PROUDLY
RESOLVED TO SHARE TOGETHER TO THE END. END COMMENT

13, FIVE SYNRGOGUES CONTINUE IR OPERATION IN
BUCHAREST, AND A FEM OTHERS SCATTERED ACROSS THE
COUNTRY. IN TIRGU-MURES: THE AJDC HAS DEDICATED A
SUBSTANTIAL SUM TO REKOVATTHO™AND PRESERVING A
MAGNIFICENT SYNAGOGUE AS A PAR=OF THE RONANIAN-JEWISH
CULTURAL HERITAGE. [N OTHER CITIES WHERE OKLY HAKDFULS
OF THE FAITHFUL REMAIN: AND WHERE THE TEMPLES -- GFTEN
ARCHITECTURAL MASTERPIECES -- HAVE DECLINED TO SAD
GHOSTS OF THEIR FORMER BEAUTY. LOCAL CONMUNITIES HAVE
ATTENPTED 70 DEED THE BUILDINGS TO LOCAL GOVERNMINTS IN
THE HOPE OF PRESERVATION AS HISTOR|CAL MONUMENTS. BUT
FUNDS ARE SCARCE. AND WHILE THE DESIRE FOR SUCH
PRESERVATION IS KEENLY FELT, JEWISH LEADERS HERE DOUBT
THAT MONEY CAN BE FREED UP TO RESTORE OR MAINTAIN EMPTY
JEWISH HOUSES OF WORSHIP IN A COUNTRY THAT HAS HAMY
QTHER MORE PRESSING PUBLIC NEEDS.

14, COMMENT: PRAGMATIC LEADERS LIKE SIVAN AND CAJAL
ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THERE 1S NO OFFIGIAL ANTI-SENITISM IR
ROMANIA: AND THAT THE GOR PUBLICLY OPPOSES UNOFFICIAL
NANIFESTATEONS OF ANTI-JEWISH SENTIMENT. MOREQVER
VIRTUALLY NO PUBLIC OR PRIVATE CLEARLY ARTI-SEMITIC
ACTS CAN BE POINTED 70 EITHER NOW OR IN THE RECENT
PAST. HOWEVER, ROMANIAW LIFE STILL PROVIDES DAILY
EVIDENCE OF THE DEEPLY-RCOTED ANTI-SEMITISM WHICH HAS

CHARACEERIZED ROHﬁHi&N HISTORY. WHETHER SUCH
OCCURRENCES BE THE RHETORIC OF THE EXTREME WATIOHALIST
PRESS OR POLITICIAMS: THE CONTINYED DERIAL BY MANY

-PEOPLE AT ALY LEVELS OF SOCIETY OF ANY ROMANIAN
. COMPLACITY IN THE HOLOCAUST. THE EFFORTS AT

REHABILITATING WORLD WAR |1 DICTATOR MARSHAL ANTONESCU.
OR EVERYDAY GRUNBLING BY FELLOW ROMAN{ARS. THE
REKAINING JEWS KERE HAVE NOT STAYED BECAUSE THEY FIHD
[T A CONGEMIAL ATHOSPHERE. 1IN HIS TENURE. RABBI ROSEW
FOUGHT SUCH ANTI-SEMITIC FIRE WITH EQUIVALENT VERBAL

FIRE OF HIS OWN. DR. CAJAL AND THE RENATNING

LEADERSHIP ARE LESS CONFRONTATIONAL N THEIR APPROACH.
IN &MY EVENT, & CLOSE LOOK AT THE WORKINGS ARD EFFORTS
OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY MAKES IT CLEAR THAT THIS 15 A

HOLDING ACTION. AS ONE LEADER TOLD POLOFF: "IN TWENTY'

YEARS, THE LAST OF US WILL JUST LOCK THE DOORS. " AND
THE STRANGE THING IS; APART FROM THE HUNAN EMOTIONS
EVOKED BY THE PASSING OF THE LAST OF A GENERATION OF
OLD-TIMERS, THERE DOESN'T SEEM TO BE MUCH REGRET ABOUT
IT ALL, ’
RICKERT
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KO ONE WILL BE ABLE 10 MAKE CLAINS'ON THEIR BEHALF. 1IN
ADDITION: THE COMMUNITY SEES RESTTUTION 25 &
LEGITIMATE WAY OF RAISING BADLY-NEEDED FUNDS TO SUPPORT
ELDERLY NEWBERS AND TO CARRY OUT NUKEROUS SOCFAL
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H-£1 SSA-#1  TEDE-GA INR-88 10-82 1-69  ADS-BB PROGRAMS
M-88  NEA-8  NRRC-88 NSAE-B8 NSCE-BB OIC-B2  OMB-B L :
PA-1  PN-88  PRS-B1 P-Bl SCT-88  SP-f2  SS-HA 4. THE PRIKARY FOTUS OF THE CONMURITY IS RESTITUTION

STR-81 TRSE-B8 T-8F  USIE-B8 PHB-B0 PRHE 81 ERL-QQ OF NOK-RELIGIOUS COMMUNAL PROPERTIES: SUCH AS SCHOOLS, -

c-8 - J81W : HOSPITALS, CLINICS: HOMES FOR THE AGED: AKD CHILD-CARE -

.................. EABIBS 176331 /38
P 1766321 AUG 85
FN ANEMBASSY BUCHAREST
T0 USEU BRUSSELS PRIORITY

FACILITIES. THE COMNUNITY HAS INTERTIONALLY SEPARATED

THE RESTITUTION OF SYNAGOGUES AND OTHER PRIMARILY
RELIGIOUS PROPERTIES FROM THE OTHER CONMUNAL PROPERTIES -
(# RECOGKITION THAT THE RETURN OF JEW{SH REL{GiOUS

el

suoni v e

ANEMBASSY TEL AVIV PROPERTY [$ ENTANGLED WITH THE GREATER: AND MORE g f.,"j
EASTERN EUROPEAN POSTS COLLECTIVE CONTROVERSIAL, ISSUE OF THE STATUS OF THE RELIGIOVS 2 2 © o
SECSTATE WASHDC 5685 PROPERTIES OF THE GREEK-CATHOLIC CHURCH THAT WERE P [
TRANSFERRED TO THE ORTHODOX CHURCH DURING THE CONMUNIST F 19
PERIOD. THE COMMUNITY 1S ALSG INTERESTED IN RECEIVING § o= elE
U 51 csi: BACK PERSONAL PROPERTLES SEIZED FRON ROWARIA'S JEKS, € oo
80T 1T IS GIVING THIS {SSUE A-LOVER PRIORITY, ST00!
BRUSSELS FOR AMBASSADOR £IIENSTAT ' ° !:'; E‘
"""""""""""""""""""""""" Toad]
£.0. 12356: N/A THE SITUATION TODAY: PERSONAL PROPERTY SEE
TACS: PHUM. PRELs SOUL: SOCI RO eermeememmmeee—amem e <=
SUBJECT:  RESTITUTION OF JEWISH PROPERTIES -- A SCEME- p— ?-i
SETTER FOR AMBASSADOR EIZENSTAT'S VISIT TO RONAKIA 5. IN JUKEs THE ROMANIAM PARLIANENT PASSED & mBio
CONTROVERSIAL NATIONALIZED DWELLINGS BILL WHICH FAYORED & o 859 o
1. DECONTROL UPON RECEIPT - SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED LURRENT TERANTS OVER FORMER CHMERS WHOSE PERSONAL g Clngy
- PROTECT ACCORDINGLY. PROPERTEES WERE NATIONAL IZED BY THE COMMUNIST SHICEg
GOVERNMEKT. IN JULY, THE-CONSTITUTIONAL COURT WHITH © 35108 ¢y ¢
: REVIEWS NEY LAWS FOR CONSTITUTIONALITY BEFORE THEY ARE S <@ 7o @ 215
2. SUNMARY: THE 1SSUE OF RESTITUTION OF JEWISH COMMUKAL PASSED T0 THE PRESIDENT FOR ENACTMENT. DECLARED SEVERALS B ] '] = i;»
PROPERTIES IS GAINING MOMEKTUM (N ROMANIAN GOVERNMENTAL PROVISIONS OF THE LAV TO BE UNCONSTITUT IONAL AND SENT™ _ :
CIRCLES AND GOR OFFICIALS HAVE RECENTLY INDICATED KORE (T BACK TO PARLIAMENT FOR RECONSIDERATION. THE o ~NJ \,?
FLEXIBILLTY AND POLITICAL WiLL TO DEAL WiTH THE CONSTITUT{ONAL COURT OBJECTED To THE ARTACLE THAT 5 R
PROGLEM. THE COUNCIL OF NATIOHAL MINORITIES: CHAIRED ALLOWED ONCY RONAN!AK CITIZENS RESIDING IN RONANIA T¢ — —
BY GOR SECRETARY GEWERAL VIOREL HREBEWCIUC: WHICH CLAIN PROPERTY, BUT DID NOT QUESTION THE LFGALITY OF ~~ o
{NCLUDES THE LOCAL JEWISH COMMUNITY, 1S WORKING TO ARTICLES THAT FAVORED CURRENT TENANTS OVER FORMER oo i
INTRODUCE A BILL IN PARLIAMENT WHICH WOULD RESOLVE THE OWNERS. ¥ITH PARLIANENT OUT OF SESSLON FOR THE SUMNER.S 8 ;
CONPLEX RESTITUTSON {SSUE FOR ALL MiNORITIES §N IT §S URCLEAR AT THE MOKENT WHETHER THE MEASURE WILL BE —~ =
ROMANIA. 1N THE MEANTINE, THE GOR SEEMS PREPARED I0 RETURKED TO COMMITTEE FOR A COMPLETE REWRITE OR WILL BE § N
OFFER RESTITUTION OF A SMALL NUNBER OF PROPERTIES ON A LIGHTLY REWORDED TO OVERGONE THE FINDINGS OF THE [~
LIST FREPARED BY THE LOCAL COMMUNITY AND PRESENTED TO UHCONST ITUTIONALITY, THE GOR DOES NOT HAVE THE ¥W0- F ~D
THE GOR BY THE COMNURITY AND THE WORLO JEWISH THIRDS OF THE VOTES (N PARLIAMENT 1T WOULD NEED TO° ' AN
RESTITUTION ORGANIZATION GWJRO) IN A GESTURE OF "600D OVERRIOE THE CONSTITUTIONAL COURT'S FINDINGS AND PASS g J

WILL™ PRIOR 70 PRESIDENT ILYESCU'S VISIT TO WASHINGTON
IN LATE SEPTENBER. END SUMNARY.

3. ROMANIA‘S JEWISH COMMUNITY HAS BEEN IN & STATE OF
CONSTAMT DECLINE OVER TRE LAST FEW DECADES.  NUMBERING
APPROXIMATELY 868. 688 IN PRE-WORLD WAR 11 YEARS. ABOUT
FAFTY PERCENT OF ROMANIA'S JEWS SURVIVED THE WAR. BUT
THEIR MUMBERS HAVE SHRUKK DRASTICALLY TO LESS THAN
20,886, LARGELY AS A RESULT OF EMIGRATION DURING THE
COMNUNIST PERIOD. ACCORDING 70 CONMUNITY
REPRESENTATIVES: SOME 15,888 NEMBERS ARE REGISTERED
TODAY, WITH & FEW THOUSAND HAVING ONLY RECENTLY "COME
FORWARD." HOWEVER: THE AGING COMMUNITY GWITH AKX

AVERAGE AGE OF 78 PLUS) LOSES ROUGHLY 1:88B MENBERS
EVERY YEAR AS A RESULT OF DEATH OR ENICRATEON. 1IN
LIGHT OF THE ABOVE SIATISTICS: A SPEEDY RESTITUTION OF
PROPERTIES HAS BEUOME AN IMPORTANT ISSUE FOR THE JFVISH
COMMUNITY. COMMUMITY LEADERS ARE NOT ONLY CONCERNCD
THAT FE¥ PEQPLE ARE LEFT TO {OENTIFY FORMER COMMUN'TY
PROPERTY BUT ARE EQUALLY WORRIED THAT. FN THE LONG RUH.

THE BILL IN ITS PRESENT FORM. BARRING A CONPLETE
REWRITE, |7 APPEARS NOW THAT JEWISH CLAIMANTS of

PERSONAL PROPERTY: SIMILAR TO OIMER EMIGRANTS FROM
RONAN{A: WILL HAVE & RIGHT TO RESTITUTION OHLY IF THEY
HAVE RETAINED THELR ROMAN!AN CITIZENSHI®.

6. K A RECENT INTERVIEW: JULIAN SORIN. THE JEXISH
COMNUNITY'S SECRETARY GENERAL. NEVERTHELESS PLAYED DOWN

THIS 1SSUE. STATING THAT THE COMMUNITY HAD NO INTEREST
IN GETTING INVOLVED IN & BISPUTE OVER THE RICHT OF
PERSONAL PROPERTY RESTITUTION. THE COMMUNITY: HE SA{D:
PLACED FAR MORE INPORTANCE ON THE ISSUE OF COMMUNAL
PROPERTY, WEICH 1S HOT MEWT{ONED IN THE NATIONALIZED
DNELLINGS LAM. IN A RELATED MATTER. -THE 1SRAEL!

PARE JAMENT*S RECENT CRITICISM OF THE MATIONALIIED
DWELL INGS BILL WAS MOT RECEIVED POSITIVELY BY THE
POLITICAL ESTABLISKNENT QREF A). AND EVEN SOME MENBERS
OF THE JEWISK, CONMGNTTY TERWSD (T COUNTERPRODUCTIVE.
MEASWHILE; AGSPRDILG TC THE PRESS: THE [SRAEL-BASED
ORGANIZAT.ON PF JEWS FRSH AuMANIA™ RECENTLY DECIDED TO
0PN AN OFFICE (K BUCHAREST WITH THE SPECIFIC PURPOSE
OF IDENTIFYING FORKER PERSONAL JEWISH PROPERTIES.
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THE SITUATION TODAY: COMMUNAL PROPERTY

_ 7. RONANIA CURRENTLY HAS.NO LAY ON NATIONALIZED
COMMUKAL PROPERTY. EARLIER ATTEMPTS TO DEAL WITH THE
COMMUNAL PROPERTY ISSUE THROUGH GENERAL LEGISLATION ON

THE STATUS OF MINCRITIES AND RELIGNOUS DENOINAT|ONS

FAILED: PARTEY AS A RESULT OF UNRESOLVED PROPERTY
ISSUES OF ROMANIA®S GREEK CATHOLICS ANG ETHNIC
HUNGARIANS. THERE 1S NOW: HOWEVER. HOPE FOR MORE
PROGRESS. THE GOR'S COUNCIL OF NATIONAL MINORITIES
WHICH INCEUDES REPRESENTATIVES OF THE JENISH COMMURITY
AHD OTHER MINORITIES IS WORKING ON A DRAFT BILL ON
CONMMUNAL PROPERTY RESTITUTION FOR ALL MINORIT{ES:
REGARDLESS OF THEIR ETHMIC OR RELIGIOUS BACKGROUND. 1M

KID-JUNE THE COUNCIL ESTABLISHED A SPECIAL COMMITIEE
FOR RESTITUTION 1SSUES HEADED BY SORIN: WITH MEMBERS OF
THE BULGARIAN AND GREEK COMMUNITIES AS VICE-PRESIDENTS.
ONE REPRESENTATIVE EACH OF THE MAGYAR DEMOCRATIC UNION
{UDHR) AND THE GERMAK DENOCRATIC FORUM SERVE AS
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIES. OURING AN EARLY JULY SESSIOR OF
THE COMNITTEE, (T WAS DECIDED TO EXCLUBE RELIGIGUS
PROPERTY AND PLACES OF WORSHIP FROM PROPERTIES 10 BE
RESTITUTED. AN ISSUE WHECH NOULD BE COVERED BY SEPARATE
LEGISLATION.  AS FOR COMMUNAL PROPERTY, PRESENT
THIKKING 1S THAT AFFECTED CONMUNITIES WOULD PRIMARILY
REGE(VE A RIGHT TO PROPERTY TITLES: RATHER THAN FULL
AND {MMEDIATE PHYSICAL POSSESSION OF THE PROPERTIES IN
QUESTIGN. ACCORDING TO SORIN WHO AGREES WITH THIS
APPROACH, THE REWTS RECEIVED FROM SUCK PROPERTIES WOULD
BE OF TREMENDOUS HELP TO THE COMMUNITY. WHICH 1S

. ALREADY HARD-PRESSED FOR FUNDS. 1T IS TOG EARLY TO

. TELL WHEN DRAFTING OF THE PROPOSED LEGISLATION KIGHT BE

- CONPLETED,

8. FOR 4TS PART. THE JEWISH COMMUNITY HAS ALREADY
- COMPILED A LIST &F CLOSE TO A THOUSAND COMNUNAL
_PROPERTIES WHICH WERE NATIONAL(ZED, EXPROPRIATED: OR -
SOLD. THE WJRO HAS ALSO BEEN VERY ACTIVE 1N
ISENTIFYINE FORNER PROPERTIES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY.
_ALL MINORITY GROUPS WILL AT SOME POINT HAVE TG COMPLETE
AND SUBNIT SIMILAR INVENTORIES: AND THE WIRO EXPECTS
THAT ITS RESEARCH ALONE WILL TAKE SEVERAL YEARS.

RELIGIOUS PROPERTY - ROKAKIA'S CAN OF WORMS

9. RESTITUTION OF RELIGIOUS PROPERTIES IN ROMANIA RAS
BEEN COMPLICATED: INTER AL1A: BY THE ONGOING DISPUTE
BETWEEN THE ORTHODOX AND THE GREEK-CATHOLIC CHURCHES
OVER PROPERTIES THAT WERE HANDED OVER TO THE ORTHODOX
IN 1947. MOREQVER, ROMANIA’S HUNGARIAN REFORMED CHURGH
HAS ASKED FOR THE RESTITUTION OF KUNDREDS OF SCROGL
BUILDINGS THAT IT ADNIN{STERED BEFORE THE WAR. AS FOR
SYMAGOGUES: THE JEWISH COMNUKITY IS SEEKING RESTITUTION
OF FORMERLY ABANDONED PLACES OF WORSHIP THAT WERE
NATIONALI2ED BY THE STATE OR NOT FURCTIONING AS SUCH
OVER THE LAST FEW DECADES. THE PROBLEM OF RESTITUTION
OF SYNAGOGUES WILL HEWCE HAVE LITTLE CHANCE OF BEING
RESOLVED SEPARATELY BARRING ENACTNENT OF A
COMPREHENSIVE LAW FOR ALL RELIGIOUS ¥INORITIES
CONCERNED. SO FAR. SUCH LEGISLATION W45 KOT YIT COR¢
UP FOR ISCUSSION.
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GOR LIKELY TO BUDGE SOONER THAK £XPECTED

18. WHILE SORIN RECENTLY CONFIRMED TO CHARGE THAT THE
COUNCIL OF NIKORITIES WOULD NOT HAVE A DRAFY LAW READY
FOR GOR REVIEW BEFORE PRESIDENT IL-JESCU'S LATE
SEPTEMBER VISIT TO WASHINGTON, WE HAVE RECEIVED

- |RDICATIONS THAY THE GOR 1S WILLING T0 CONSIDER

RESTITUTING A NUNBER OF CONMUNAL PROPERTIES COMPILED 0N

A "SHORT" LIST WHICK WAS PRESENTED BY THE JEWISK
COMHUNITY AND THE WJRO TO FOREIGK MINISTER MELESCANY
AND GENERAL SECRETARY HREBENCIUC. RESPECTIVELY. THESE
PROPERTIES ARE NONCONTROVERSIAL. M THAT THEY ARE NOT
OCCUPIED BY OTHER TENANTS AND AS SUCH: THEY COULD BE
HANDLED QUIETLY AS A MATTER SEPARATE FROM THE LARGER
L{ST OF PROPERTIES WHICH WOULD FALL UNDER THE COUNCIL
OF MINORITIES' DRAFT LEGISLATION. AMONG THE PROPERTIES
NENTIGNED ON THE "SHORT™ LTSTF IS THE NATIONAL JEISH -
THEATER IN BUCHAREST. FORE1GR=MINISTER MELESCAN(U HAS
TOLD THE CHARGE THAT THE GOR WOULD BE AS FLEXIBLE AS
POSSIBLE AND TRY TO MOVE ON THE (SSUE PRIOR TO
ILIESCU'S DEPARTURE FOR WASHIKGTON.

THE WJRO AND THE LOCAL COMMUNITY - CONFLICTS OF
INTEREST?

1. UNDER THE LATE CHIEF RABB{ MOSES ROSEN THE
COMMUNITY SIGNED AM AGREENENT IN 1992 WITH THE WIRO
WHICH GIVES THE WJRO A CONSULTATIVE ROLE fN SEEING.
JEWISH CONNUKAL PROPERTY RESTITUTED 1N RONANIA.
MEANWHILE, THE WJRO HAS BEEN TRYING 10 CARVE OUT A ROLE
FOR ITSELF 1% THE PROPERTY RESTITUTIOR ISSUE AND HAS
LED SEPARATE DISCUSSION WITH THE GOR. WHILE THE WIRQ
LEADERSHIP 1S OPPOSED TO SHORT LIST RESTITUTION @EF 8)
THE ORGANIZATION'S LOCAL REP HAS GIVEN THIS LiST T0 THE
GOR (REBENCIUC) + AKD HAS SUBMITTED A DRAFT AGREENENT
FOR GOVERNMENT CONSIDERATION. HREBENCIUC. YOLD US,
HOWEVER: THAT HE HAD NG INTENTION OF ENTERING INTO ANY

AGREEMENT THAT DID HOT HAVE THE FULL SUPPORT OF THE
LOCAL JEWiSH CONNUNITY LEADERSHIP. MEMBERS OF THE
JEWISH COMMUNITY., INCLUDING THE WELL-RESPECTED
UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR AND LEADER OF THE COMMUNITY DR.
CAJAL: HOWEVER: REMAIN COMVINCED: THAT THE COMMUNITY'S
GREATEST HOPES FOR SUCCESS LIE 1K DEALING DIRECTLY WITH
THE GOVERNMENT THROUGH THE COUNCIL OF NIKORITIES AND
SEES THE WJRO AS HAVING ONLY A “CONSULTATIVE" ROLE.

12. |0 SUM. THE LAST TWO NONTHS HAVE SEEN MODERATE
PROGRESS ON THE PROPERTY RESTITUTION FRONT |H RONANIA.
THE COUNCIL OF NINORITIES’ ESTABLISHWENT OF A SPEGIAL
RESTITUTION CONNITTEE AND THE GOVERWMENT'S APPARENT
WILLINGNESS TG HAND OVER SEVERAL PROPERTIES PRIOR TO
THE PASSAGE OF LEGISLATION ON RESTITUTION OF CONHUNAL
PROPERTIES ARE TWO SEPARATE TRACKS THAT ARE LIKELY T0
YIELD POSITIVE RESULTS. K THIS RESPECT. THE LOCAL
JEWISH CONNUNITY LEAD BY DR. CAJAL IS THE INTERLOCUTOR
OF CHOICE OF THE GOR. REPRESENTATIVES OF THE LOGAL
JEWISH CONMUNITY. FOR THEIR PART. ARE WARY OF A TGO
DOMINANT ROLE 8Y THE MJRO AND INSIST THAT ANY RETURNED
PROPERTY SHOULD COME TO THE COMMUNITY. MOREOUER.
PASSAGE OF AN ALL-COMPREMENSIVE LAW ON COMNUNAL
PROPFRT, RESTITUTION FOR ALL AFFEGTED WINORITIES IN
ROMANIA. IS TH< GNLY DESIRED 10KG-TERN SOLUTION
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SUBJECT: DIRECTOR OF PERIODICAL DISAVOWS RESPONSIBYI=ETY
FOR ANTI-SEMITIC ARTICLE

1. THE DIRECTOR OF THE WEEKLY REVIEW "BARICADA"
EDUARD-VICTOR GUGUI, HAS DISAVOWED A RECENT ANTI-
SEMITIC ARTICLE THAT APPEARED IN THE NOVEMBER 14 ISSUE
OF "BARICADA. ™ IN A LETTER ADORESSED TO THE
AMBASSADOR OF ISRAEL TO ROMANIA, WHO OFFICIALLY
COMPLAINED ABOUT TRE PIECE, AND PUBLISHED IN THE PRESS
GUGUI APOLOGIZED FOR THE LACK DOF PROFESSIONALISM AND
FOR THE OFFENSE BROUGHT TO THE ISRAELI PEOCPLE. THE
ARTICLE IN QUESTION WAS ENTITLED "MATZOS MADE FROM

CHRISTIAN BLOOD" AND ALLEGED THAT THE PERSONAL
SECRETARY OF A FORMER ISRAELI GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL IS
INVOLVED IN TRAFFICKING ROMANIAN CHILDREN TO ISRAEL FOR
THEIR ORGANS AND BLOOD. GUGUI SAID THAY THE ARTICLE
" WAS WRITTEN BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE EDITORTAL
OFFICE, DOROTHEA IONESCU, AND PUBLISHED wITH THE
APPROVAL OF THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE EDITORIAL
OFFICE, HORIA HARITON, WHILE GUGUI wWAS ABRCAD. GUGUI
STATED THAT THE JOURNALISTS' ANTI-SEMITIC CPINIONS ARE
OFFENSIVE TO HIM AND DO NOT REFLECT THE ORINIONS OF
“BARICADA". AS A CONSEQUENCE OF THEIR ANTI-SEMITIC
REMARKS, GUGUI SANCTIONED IONESCU AND HARITON AND
RESCINDED THEIR RIGHT TG PUBLISH ARTICLES IN

TBARICADA.

2. THE PUBLICATION IN QUESTION IS A MARGINAL AND
SOMETIMES SCURRILOUS REVIEW wITH A CIRCULATION OF LESS
THAN 5800 COPIES. GUGUI IS THE PRESIDENT OF THE
SPLINTER "ECOLOGIST MOVEMENT OF ROMANIA“, WHICH IS PART

OF THE NATIONAL UNITY BLOCK ALONG WITH THE ROMANT AN
PARTY OF NATIONAL UNITY (PUNR). AND THE ROMANIAMN
DEMOCRATIC AGRARIAN {(PDAR) PARTY, AND "BARICADA" 1S HIS
MOUTHPIECE. THE MNATIONAL BLOC ECOLOGISTS ((NOT TO BE
CONFUSED WITH THE ECOLOGIST PARTY MEMBER OF THE

" DEMODCRATIC CONVENTION) IS AN INSIGNIFICANT GROUR THAT
ESPOUSES ANTI-COMMUNIST AND PRO-MONARCHIST VIEWS.
EMBASSY CONTACTS EXPRESSED SUPRISE AT REPQORTS OF ANTI-
SEMITISM, SINCE THAT HAS NOT BEEN THE “"BARICADA"
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