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E.O. 12356: DECL:OADR 
TAGS: PGOV, PHUM• SOC 1, RO 
SUBJECT: THE JEWS OF CLUJ - A llELL-RESPECIED COMMUNITY 
THREATENED BY OLD AGE 

1. THIS CABLE WAS PREPARED BY THE U.S. INFORKAllON 
OFFICE IN CLUJ. 

2. SUMMARY: THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF ClUJ, ONCE A 
SIZEABLE MINORITY IN PRE-WAR DAYS• IS STRUGGLING WITH 
EVER SKALLER NUMBERS TO PRESERVE CENTURIES-OLD 
TRADITIONS. CONTRARY TO OTHER ETHNIC MINORITIES, 
HOllEVER• THE fEW, MOSIL Y HOERL Y, JEWISH C 11 I ZENS I H 
THE REG I OH ARE FUL l Y I NTEGRAIED I HTC ROMAN I AN SOC I EIY' 

AND THEY UNDERSCORE THAT ACTIVELY ANT I ·SEMITIC 
SEHi I MENTS IN IRANSYL VAN I A ARE VIRTUALLY NON-EX I STENT. 
llHILE THREE FUNCTIONING COMMUNITY CENTERS EXIST 
THROUGHOUT T0\111, THE JEWISH COKKUNITY IS HOPEFUL THAT 
ADDITIONAL PROPERTIES IT FORMERLY OWNED Will BE 
RESTORED BEFORE LONG. END SUKKARY. 

3. ACCORDING TO J. TISCHLER, THE SECRETARY OF THE 
JEWISH COMMUNITY IN CLUJ, THIS MINORITY IN THE REGION 
IS SLOWLY DYING our, WITH ONLY 589 MEMBERS LEFT IN THE 
COUNTY, DOWN FROM MORE THAN 18.509 IN PRE-WAR DAYS. 
TODAY, 9f PERCENT OF THE COMMUNITY IS OVER 68 YEARS 
OLD, Wlrn MOST OF THEIR CHILDREN HAVING EMIGRATED TO 
ISRAEL DUR I NG THE CEAUSESCU ERA: OHL Y ONE CH I LD UNDER 
THE AGE OF 18 REMAINS. OUR CONTACT• THE FORKER MANAGER 
OF THE LARGEST DEPARTMENT STORE IN CLUJ, NOTED THAI THE 
COMMUNITY SUFFERED TREKENDOUSL Y UNDER THE GERMAN­
NUNGARIAN OCCUPATION OF NORTHERN TRANSYLVANIA 11948-441 
AND THAT ONLY EIGHT PERCENT RETURNED TO !NE REGION 
AFTER t944. BY THE SAME TOKEN, TISCHLER SAID JEWS IN 
THE REST OF ROMAN I A GENERALLY FARED BETTER DUR I NG THE 
SECOND WORLD WAR. !NOTE: \IE DID NOT BRING UP THE 

4. HISTORICALLY, THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF CLUJ WAS 
DIVIDED INTO THREE TRADITIONAL GROUPS: ORTHODOX• 
SEPHARDIC, AND REFORMED. AS A GENERAL RULE, JEWS HERE 
MADE A LIVING. AS BUSINESSMEN, SMALL SHOP-OllNERS• AND 
SKILLED CRAFTSMEN. MANY LATER BECAME FACTORY WORKERS 
WHEN THEIR BUS I NESSES llERE HAT I ONAL I ZED AND THE PUSH 
TOWARDS FORCED INDUSTRIALIZATION BEGAN. JEWISH 
INTELLECTUALS ALSO PLAYED AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN THE CITY 

DURING rnE INTER-WAR PERIOD. TODAY• A LARGE SYNAGOGUE 
NOT FAR FROM THE MAIN TRAIN STATION SERVES AS THE 
MEETING POINT FOR THE COMMUNITY. MEMBERS OF TNE GROUP 
NOTE THAT THEY DO HOT SENSE EVEN THE SLIGHTEST 
OISCRIMIHATIOH AHO CONSIDER THEMSELVES LOYAL CITIZEN.; 
OF THE ROMANIAN STATE. 
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5. POLITICALLY, THE JEWISH COMMUNITY HAS NO PARTICULAR 
AFFILIATION BUT ENJOYS THE RESPECT OF MAYOR FUNAR OF 
THE NATIONALIST PUHR. llE ARE TOLD THAT RELATIONS WITH 
STATE AUTHORITIES, NOTABLY THE PREFECT AND THE ROKANIAN 
ORTHODOX HIERARCHY• ARE CORDIAL AS I/Ell. Al PRESENT, 
THE COMMUNITY IS TRYING TO SECURE SOllE FORKER PROPERTY 
II HELD· SUCH AS A PUBLIC em, llHICH VAS TURNED INTO A 
SPORTS COMPLEX DURING THE COMMUNIST PERIOD AND IS 
CURRENTLY RENTED BY THE STATE TO A PRIVATE COMPANY. 
TWO S~OPS IN THE CENTER lif TOifN. llERE ALREAOY RESTORED 
10 THE COMKUNllY LAST YEAR. OVER THE LAS! FEW YEARS• 
THE JEWISH'COKKUHITY HAS ALSO BEEN TAKING CARE OF THE 
KORE THAN 29 JEWISH CEMETERIES IN THE REGION. 

6. TISCHLER NOTED THAI INTER-ETHNIC RELATIONS, IN HIS 
VIEW, llERE TOO POLITICIZED IN TRANSYLVANIA, AND THAT 
BOTH THE PUHR AND THE UDMR llERE EXPLOITING THE 
NAllONALIS! CARD FOR THEIR 01111 POLITICAL PURPOSES. HE 
ALSO LAMENTED THE ETHNIC HUNGARIANS' RECENT BOYCOTT OF 
THE 5BTH ANNIVERSARY OF THULB.ERAllON OF CLUJ, ADDING 
THAT THE LOCAL ROKANIAH PRESS ii:S OFTEN EQUALLY 
INSENSITIVE TO THE HUNGARIANS' CULTURAL HERITAGE IN 
TRAHSYL VAN I A. 

7. COMMENT: AFTER A CENTURIES-OLD PRESENCE IN CENTRAL 
TRANSYLVANIA• THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF CLUJ AND 
SURROUND I HG AREAS IS RAPIDL y DYING our, WITH KOST OF 
ITS MEMBERS HAVING EKIGRAIED TO ISRAH. TNE FEW 
REMAINING ELDERLY JEWS IN THE cm, HOllEVER, ARE DOING 
THEIR BEST TO KEEP ALIVE A SENSE OF COMMUNITY, ALTHOUGH 
HEAD Of THE JEWISH COMMUNITY HERE IS AN INTELLECTUAL IN 
THE BEST OF THE CENTRAL EUROPEAN TRADITION AND 
EXPRESSED HIS INTEREST IN MEETING WITH AMBASSADOR MOSES 
DURING ONE OF HIS FIRST WORKING VISITS TO CLUJ. A 
SOFT-SPOKEN• GENTLE MAN• I I SCHLER SHOllED NO TRACE OF 
BITTERNESS OVER THE HORRIFIC SUFFERING AND DEATH THAT 
MANY OF HIS CO-REL IGIOHISIS EXPERIENCED PRIOR TO t944. 
END COMMENT. RICKERT 
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SUBJECT: ROHANIA'S JEWS: AND THEN THERE I/ERE NONE 

1. SUHKARY: ROHANIA'S JEWS• ONCE A LARGE AND 
PROSPEROUS HINORITY• HAVE DWINDLED TO A FEW THOUSAND• 
AND SEEH TO HAVE NO HOPE, OR INTENTION• OF 
REESTABLISH ING A HAJOR JEWISH PRESENCE. VIRTUALLY 
EVERYONE 11110 WANTED TO HAS ALREADY EHIGRATEO• HOSTLY TO 
ISRAEL• AND THE FEW 11110 REHAIN ARE CARED FOR IN LARGE 
PART WITH ASSISTANCE FROH THE U.S. AND ISRAEL. A RICH 
HERITAGE SEEKS SURE TO BECOME A PART Of HISTORY• WITH 

STRANGELY FEW REGRETS FROH ANYONE INVOLVED. ENO 
SUHHARY. 

2. ROHANIA'S PRE-llORLD WAR II JEWISH POPULATION WAS 
APPROXIHATELY ass.see. 4SS.SSS-4\S.SSS OF THESE DID 
NOT SURVIVE THE WAR YEARS OF 1939 TO 1941. SINCE 1946• 
91 PERCENT OF ROHANIA'S REHAINING JEWS HAVE LEFT FOR 
ISRAEL. HOST OF THEH STAYED THERE• THOUGH SOHE HADE 
THEIR WAY !ATER TO THE U.S •• CANADA• AND OTHER 
DESTINATIONS. TODAY• lllllLE THE HOST RECENT GOVERNHENT 
CENSUS COUNTS SOKE 9,sss JEWS STILL IN ROHANIA· JEWISH 
LEADERS .HERE BELIEVE THAT THE REAL TOTAL IS BElllEEN 
14.SSS AND 11.sss. WITH MSB OF THEH IN BUCHAREST. Al 
LEAST PART OF THE DISCREPANCY ·IS ACCOUNTED FOR BY THE 
FACT THAT SOHE JEWS HAY CONSIDER IHEHSELVES JEWISH FOR 
RELIGIOUS PURPOSES BUT NOT FOR CENSUS PURPOSES. 

3. THE AVERAGE AGE OF ROHANIA'S JEWS IS 72. THEIR 
CURRENT SITUATION IS A BITTERSllEET HIXTURE Of 
BROTHERHOOD AND RESIGNATION, OF CHOICES HADE 10 STAY 
AND LIVE OUT INDIVIDUAL LIVES IN A COUNTRY llllERE THE 
TIDE OF EHIGRATION HAS EFFECTIVELY DOOHED THE JEWISH 
PRESENCE. FOREIGN JEWISH AID, HOSTLY AHERICAN• IS 
DEDICATED TO HAINTAINING A DECENT LEVEL OF llfE, HUHAN 
DIGNITY, AND JEWISH SOLIDARITY llllllE THAT PRESENCE 
STILL SURVIVES. 

4. THE PRESIDENT Of THE FEDERATION Of JEWISH 
COHHUNITIES IN ROHANIA IS 71-YEAR-OlD NICOlAE CAJAl• 
H.D.• PH.D.• AND lONG-TIHE PROFESSOR Al THE UNIVERSITY 
Of BUCHAREST AND OFFICIAL Of THE ROHANIAN ACADEMY. 

HIGHLY RESPEC7ED ACROSS ROHANIAN SOCIETY, IT IS WIDELY 
THOUGHT THAT CAJAL ALONE HAD THE STATUS TO REPLACE.AS 
FEDERATION PRESIDENT THE LEGENDARY RABBI HOSES ROSEN• 
11110 BEFORE DYING A YEAR AGO AT THE AGE Of g3, HAD LED 
THE fEOERAT I ON AND ASSURED THE POSS I B 1 L ITY Of CONT I HUED 
EHIGRATION THROUGHOUT THE DEJ ANO CEAUSESCU 
DICTATORSHIPS. UNIQUELY, ROSEN WAS BOTH CHIEF RABBI Of 
ROHANIA AND PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERATION• SOMETHING 
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UNKN0\111 ANYllllERE ELSE IN EUROPE• AND AN ANOHAL Y lllllCH 
Will ALHOST CERTAINLY NOT BE DUPLICATED. 

I. ROSEN'S EFFORTS I/ERE NOT UNCONTROVERSIAL. IN ORDER 
TO KEEP THE WAY TO ISRAEl OPEN FOR HIS FLOCK• ROSEN 
CONSIDERED II NECESSARY 10 HAINTAIN GOOD RELATIONS WITH 
HIGH ROHANIAN GOVERNHENI OfflCIAlS. HIS ASSOCIATION 
WITH CEAUSESCU IAlTHOUGH ROSEN DENIED IT TO OTHERS!, 
VAS SEEN AS A CLOSE ONE• AND HE WAS• AND IN SOHE 
QUARTERS POSTHUHOUSlY ~O~TINUES 10 BE• 'VILIFIED FOR 
THIS. BUT WITHIN THE JEWISH COHHUNITY H!RE• THERE IS 
NO AHBIVAlENCE. EHIGRATION VAS HISTORICALLY AND 
CULTURALLY A REQUISITE ROAD FOR THE JEWS 11110 TOOK IT• ~ 2--~·-·7'-!;., 
AND PROBABLY WOULD HAVE BEEN SO FOR HOST OF !HEH EVEN J>-:: :, - -: ' 
WITHOUT THE TERRIBLE ECONO~IC CONDITIONS THEY AND OTHER m m ~; rn i;l ~ ~ 
ROMANIANS I/ERE FACING. THE EFFORTS Of RABBI ROSEN TO ~ ~ f;, ~ Q f;; ;-: 
PAVE AND HAINTAIN THIS ROAD ARE CONSISTENTLY VIEWED IN ~ ~ ni ~ ~ n1 

THE JEWISH COMMUNITY HERE AS A GREAT GIFT TO HIS g 3° z 10 ~ 
PEOPLE. ~ ~ g ~ 

6. HEANllllllE• PRESIDENT CAJAr"ir OTHERS ARE DEDICATED\ ~ en 
TO KEEPING JEWISH LIFE IN ROHANIA STILL VIBRANT FOR AS -c ~ 
LONG AS IT SURVIVES. THE HATERIAl HEANS FOR THIS COKES, ~ _ f?, ~ 

fROH OVERSEAS• LARGELY ISRAEl AND THE UNITED STATES. 
THE AMERICAN JOINT DISTRIBUTION COHMITTEE IAJDCI GIVES 
ABOUT THREE HILL 1 ON DOLLARS ANNUAL l Y IN 0 I REC! AID, AS 
I/Ell AS PROVIDING A GENERAL DIRECTOR FOR THE 
fEOERATION. THE INCUMBENT IN THIS POSITION IS ALEX 
SIVAN• A ROMANIAN EHIGRE 11110 HAS RETURNED TO BUCHAREST 
TO ADHINISTER THE FEDERATION'S PROGRAMS. BORN IN 
BUCHAREST IN 1946• HE EKIGRATED TO ISRAEL WITH HIS 
FAHllY IN 1961. A CAREER AVIATOR IN THE ISRAELI ARMED 
FORCES, NOW RETIRED• HE VAS RECRUITED FOR THIS JOB BY 
THE AJDC, ASSUKING IT AT THE START OF 1993. 

7. AS VAS TRUE IN HANY PLACES IN THIS PART OF THE 
WORLD• THE JEWISH MINORITY• ALONG WITH THE ETHNIC 
ARMENIAN AND GREEK POPULATIONS, HADE UP THE VISIBLE 
BULK OF THE MERCHANT CLASS IN ROHANIA PRIOR TO llORLO 
VAR 11. AfiER FOUR DECADES OF COHHUNISH• VIRTUALLY All 
SIGNIFICANT JEWISH HOLDINGS ARE GONE, Al THOUGH AN 
EFFORT TO SECURE RESTITUTION OF A CONFISCATED HOKE OR 
ARTWORK OCCASIONALLY SUCCEEDS. WITHIN THE FRAKEllORK Of 
SUCH HATERIAl toss. THE FOCUS Of THE FEDERATION'S 
EFFORTS IS GIVING AID TO ROHANIA'S JEWS lllllLE 
CONSCIOUSLY ALLOWING !HEH TO HAINTAIN THEIR DIGNITY. 

THERE ARE NO ILLUSIONS OF A JEWISH RENAISSANCE HERE, 
NOR ANY DESIRE FOR ONE. IN THE PAST YEAR• ACCORDING TO 
SIVAN• THERE WAS ONE JEWISH llEDOING PERFORHED IN TKE 
llllOLE COUNTRY• ANO THREE OR FOUR BAR KITZVAHS. Al THE 
SAHE TIHE• THE COMMUNITY AVERAGES A FUNERAL A DAY 

NATION-WIDE. TKE OVERllllELHING HAJORITY OF ROKANIA'S 
REHAINING JEWS ARE OLD PEOPLE 11110 HAVE CLEARLY DECIDED 
TO l I VE OUT THEIR LIVES IN THE OHL Y HOHE THEY' VE EVER 

'KNOWN. IN AL HOST All CASES, THEIR CH I LOREN OR OTHER 
FAHIL Y HEHBERS HAVE LEFT. ICOHMENT: POL Off RECOGNIZED 
THIS PHENOHENON -- PROUD OLD KEKBERS OF A RELIGIOUS 
HINORITY CHOOSING TO END THEIR LIVES APART FROH THEIR 
CHILDREN IN A CENTURIES-OLD HOKE THAT HAD GROWN 
INDIFFERENT AND EVEN HOSTILE -- HAVING SEEN IT ON A 
TWO-I/EEK VISIT TO IS'A~l'JL 11: 1992. THERE, THE LAST OF 
TH< 01U P\TRIC:AN GMKi OF CLO CONSTANTINOPLE• SMALLER 
IN ~JHPEiS E'lH !KAN RO~IN 1 A'S JEWS, HAVE SIMILARLY 
OECIJtO iu S1AY AKIOST THE DISTANT KEKORIES OF PAST 
CONTENTMENT KIKID WI TH THE PAIN OF KORE RECENT 

I -;·Zf)() 

I 
Ci; r r 

"O 'I' >~ 
->~J(;l 

\ ? .. A1 (0 (.:) 

!· 0 ~S}~ 



UNClASSlf \£0 
PAGE BL OF S2 BUCHAR 11829 SS OF 83 S98549Z 
DISAPPOINTHENTS. IN BOTH PLACES• POLOFF SPOKE WITH 
NUHEROUS OLD FOLK 11110 PROUDLY DESCRIBED THE 
ACHIEVEHENTS OF THEIR CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN IN 
OTHER LANDS• AND 11110 EQUALLY PROUDLY \!ERE STAYING llllERE 
THEY \!ERE• ALONE, Till THEY DIED. END COHHENT. I 

8. NOT EVERYONE AGREES THAT THE DECISION OF A SIZEABLE 
NUHBER OF ELDERLY JEllS TO LIVE OUT THEIR LIVES HERE IS 
THE RIGHT ONE. JEWISH ACTIVISTS BOTH HERE AND IN 
ISRAEL ~AVE BENi THE!R EFFORTS TOWARDS THE IDEA OF 
ENCOURAGING IHHEDIATE HIGRATION OF THE REHAINDER OF THE 
COHHUNITY. BUT BOTH THE FEDERATION AND THE AJDC AGREE 
THAT THE HORE HUHANE COURSE IS INDIVIDUAL CHOICE. AND 
llllERE THE CHOICE IS TO REHAIN• DR. CAJAL• DIRECTOR 
SIVAN• AND THE llllOLE COHHUNITY ARE INTENT ON MAKING 
THAT CHOICE AS FULL AND MEANINGFUL AS POSSIBLE. 

9. THE FEDERATION'S EFFORTS ARE AIKED AT BOTH BODY AND 
SOUL. WITH HALF OR HORE OF ROKANIA' S JEllS l IVING IN 
BUCHAREST, THE SITE OF FEDERATION HEADQUARTERS, THE 
BULK OF ITS ACTIVITY IS HERE IN THE CAPITAL• BUT EVERY 
POSSIBLE FUNCTION AND PROGRAH IS EXTENDED llllEREVER A 
JEWISH COHKUNITY OF ANY SIZE IS RECOGNIZED. THERE• THE 
COMKUNITY HEHBERS THEMSELVES ADHI NI STER FEDE RAT I ON 
PROGRAHS. 

18. A COMMUNITY CAFETERIA IN BUCHAREST SERVES OVER \SB 
FULL HOT KOSHER KEALS EACH HIDDAY• AT LOW COST BUT ONE 
VARYING WITH THE ABILITY TO PAY. ~VEN THE HOST 
DESTITUTE ARE• BY DESIGN• ASSESSED A CHARGE OF l\S LEI 
-- LESS THAN AH AMERICAN DIHE -- THUS ALLOWING !HEH THE 
GESTURE OF PAYING FOR THEIR OWN KEAL.I MOREOVER, TO 
THE SHUT-IN OF BUCHAREST• 4SS HOT MEALS ARE DELIVERED 
DAILY. A LARGE FOOD-BOX• CONTAINING BOTH STAPLES AND 
JREATS, IS DELIVERED FREE EVERY SIX \!EEKS TO KORE THAN 
2.sss JEWS ACROSS THE COUNTRY· 11110 QUALIFY BASED ON LOW 
INCOHE. A FULL MEDICAL CARE PRot:RAH IS ADKINISTERED• 
AND All RENT AND UTILITY PAYHENTS ARE MOE BY THE 
FEDERATION FOR All OFFICIAL PARTICIPANTS IN ITS 
ASSISTANCE AGREEKENTS. IN RETURN FOR THIS FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE, THE LAST SURVIVOR OF A HOUSEHOLD HUST AGREE 
TO BEQUEATH WHATEVER ESTATE EXISTS TO THE FEDERATION. 
WITH LITTLE REAL PROPERTY AND FEW ITEKS OF GREAT VALUE 
REKAIHING TO KOST KEKBERS Of THE COMMUNITY, AND USUALLY 
NO ONE INTERESTED IN CLAIHING llllAT DOES REHA!!• THIS 
PROVISION IS MORE SYHBOLIC THAN HATERIAL. llllAT IS 
ACCOKPLISHED IS THE PREVENTION OF REVERSION TO THE 
STATE OF ANY PROPERTY THAT DOES EXIST. 

11. THE FEDERATION ALSO ENSURES THAT ENERGETIC 
RELIGIOUS• CUL TUR Al, AND HEBREW-LANGUAGE INSTRUCT ION 
PROGRAKS EXIST llllEREVER POSSIBLE, ESPECIALLY FOR THE 
FEW YOUNG MEMBERS OF THE FAITH STILL HERE TO TAKE 
ADVANTAGE Of THEM. TRADITIONALLY, A COMMUNITY'S RABBI 
SUPERVISES SUCH INSTRUCTION. ~OTE: IN THE JEWISH 
FAITH• A RABBI'S SPIRITUAL ROLE IS THAT OF A TEACHER• 
AND NOT THAI Of A LITURGICAL CELEBRANT. WHERE JEWS ARE 
GATHERED TOGETHER• THEY DO NOT REQUIRE THE LEADERSHIP 
Of A RABBI TO WORSHIP. RABBI ROSEN'S DEATH UNDERSCORES 
THIS• FOR IN HIS ABSENCE, WORSHIP GOES ON EVEN THOUGH A 
75-YEAR OLD RABBI IN llKISOARA IS CURRENTLY THE ONLY 
RABBI IN THE ENTIRE COUNTRY. END NOTE.I THE 
FEDERATION QUICKLY SELECTED DR. CAJAl TO REPLACE RABBI 
ROSEN IN HIS ROLE AS PRESIDENT• BUT A YEAR LATER· THE 
EFFORTS TO RECRUIT A NEW CHIEF RABBI ~10~ ISRAEL STILL 
HAVE NOT SUCCEEDED. •. 

11. COMMENT: FROM POLOfF'S OBSERVATIONS,' llllENfVtR 1'HE 
NEW CHIEF RABBI IS SELECTED AND ARRIVES• HE Will FIND A 

~NClASSIF IEO 

SHCS735 

INliUMING 
TELEGRAM 

tiOCriAR 11829 SS OF S3 S98549Z 
VERY AGEO• GENTLE• AND FRATERNAL CONGREGATION. 
ATTENDING SABBATH SERVICES DURING HANUKKAH CONFIRHED 
FOR POLOFF THE VERY COLLEGIAL NATURE OF CONSERVATIVE 
AND ORTHODOX JEWISH WORSHIP HERE. !THERE IS NO 
REFORHED JEWISH PRESENCE IN ROHANIA.I llllAT WAS CLEAR 

FROK All POLOFF'S OBSERVATIONS OF BOTH SACRED AND · 
SECULAR ASPECTS Of .THE COHMUNITY• WAS A PALPABLE SENSE 
OF ,SHARED EXPERIENCE .WITHIN ROKANiA'S JE~ISH COHHUNITY. . 

I/HILE THERE \!ERE A FEW YOUNG PEOPLE IN ATTENDANCE AT 
THE SERVICES• 11 WAS THE PRESENCE Of THE' OLD SURVIVORS 
THAT SET THE TONE. THEY HAVE ENDURED AND SHARED A 
GREAT DEAL TOGETHER• AND HAVE SEEMINGLY PROUDLY 
RESOLVED TO SHARE TOGETHER TO THE END. END COHKENT. 

13. FI VE SYNAGOGUES CONT I HUE IN OPERA! I ON IN 
BUCHAREST• AND A FEW OTHERS SCATTERED ACROSS THE 
COUNTRY. IN TIRGU-KURES, THE AJDC HAS DEDICATED A 
SUBSTANTIAL SUK TO RENOVATHl~D PRESERVING A 
KAGN IF ICENT SYNAGOGUE AS A PA~Of THE ROHAN I AN-JEW I SH 
CULTURAL HERITAGE. IN OTHER CITIES llllERE ONLY HANDFULS 
OF THE FAITHFUL REMAIN• AND WHERE THE TEMPLES -- OFTEN 
ARCHITECTURAL KASTERPIECES -- HAVE DECLINED TO SAD 
GHOSTS OF THEIR FORKER BEAUTY• LOCAl COMMUNITIES HAVE 
ATTEHPTED TD DEED THE BUILDINGS TO LOCAL GOVERNMENTS IN 
THE HOPE Of PRESERVATION AS HISTORICAL MONUMENTS. BUT 
FUNDS ARE SCARCE, AND WHILE THE DESIRE FDR SUCH 
PRESERVATION IS KEENLY fELT, JEWISH LEADERS HERE DOUBT 
THAI KONEY CAN BE FREED UP TO RESTORE OR MAINTAIN EMPTY 
JEWISH HOUSES Of WORSHIP IN A COUNTRY THAI HAS MANY 
OTHER HORE PRESSING PUBLIC NEEDS. 

It COMMENT: PRAGMATIC LEADERS LIKE SIVAN AND CAJAL 
ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THERE IS NO OFFICIAL ANTI-SEMITISM IN 
ROMANIA• AND THAT THE GOR PUBLICLY OPPOSES UNOFFICIAi 
MANIFESTATIONS OF ANTI-JEWISH SENTIHENT. MOREOVER• 
VIRTUALLY NO PUBLIC OR PRIVATE CLEARLY ANTI-SEMITIC 
ACTS CAN BE POINTED JO, EITHER NOW OR IN THE RECENT 
PAST. HOWEVER• ROMANIAN LIFE STILL PROVIDES DAILY 
EVIDENCE Of THE DEEPLY-ROOTED ANTI-SEMITISM lllllCH HAS 

C~ARACIERIZED ROHANiAN HISTORY. llllETHER SUCH 
OCCURRENCES BE THE RHETORIC Of THE EXTREME NATIONALIST 
PRESS OR POLITICIANS, THE CONTINUED DENIAL BY MANY 

, PEOPLE AT All LEVELS OF SOCIETY Of ANY ROMANIAN 
COKPLICITY IN THE HOLOCAUST• THE EFFORTS AT 
REHAB IL ITAi ING WORLD WAR 11 DICTATOR HARSH Al ANTQHESCU, 
OR EVERYDAY GRUMBLING BY FELLOW ROHANIANS• THE 
REMAINING JEWS HERE HAVE NOT STAYED BECAUSE THEY FIND 
IT A CONGENIAL ATMOSPHERE. IN HIS TENURE, RABBI ROSEN 
FOUGHT SUCH ANTI-SEMITIC FIRE WITH EQUIVALENT VERBAL 

.FIRE Of HIS OWN. DR. CAJAL AND THE REMAINING 
LEADERSHIP ARE LESS CONFRONTATIONAL IN THEIR APPROACH. 
IN ANY EVENT, A CLOSE LOOK Al THE llORKINGS AND EFFORTS 
OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY MAKES IT CLEAR THAI THIS IS A 
HOLDING ACTION. AS ONE LEADER TOLD POLOff: "IN TllENIY 
YEARS, THE LAST Of US Will JUST LOCK THE DOORS." AND 
THE STRANGE THING IS, APART FROM THE HVKAN EMOTIONS 
EVOKED BY THE PASSING Of THE LAST OF A GENERATION Of 
OLO-llKERS, THERE DOESN'T SEEM TO BE HUCH REGRET ABOUT 
IT All. 
RI CKE RT 
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SUBJECT: RESTITUTION OF JEWISH PROPERTIES -- A SCENE-
SETTER FOR AllBASSADOR EIZENSTAl'S VISIT TO ROHAKIA 

!. DECONIROl UPON RECEIP7 - SENSITIVE BUI UNCLASSIFIED 
- PROTECT ACCORDINGLY. 

2. SUHMRY: THE ISSUE Of RESTITUTION OF JEWISH COHHUHAL 
PROPERTIES IS GAINING llOllENTUH IN ROKANIAN GOVERNllEHTAL 
CIRCLES AND GOR OFFICIALS HAVE RECENllY IHDICATEO KORE 
FLEXIBILITY AND POLITICAL WILL TO DEAL VITH THE 
PROBLEK. THE COUNCIL Of NATIONAL HINORITIES• CHAIRED 
BY GOR S£CRHARY GENERAL VIORH KREBEHCIUC, WICK 
INCLUDES THE LOCAL JEWISH COKHUNITY• IS WORKING TO 
INTRODUCE A Bill IN PARLIAHENI WHICH VOULD RESOlVE THE 
CO!IPLEX RESTITUTION ISSUE FOR All lllKORITIES IN 
ROKAHIA. IH THE l!EAHllllt. THE GOR SEEl!S PREPARED TO 
OFFER RESTITUTION Of A SKAll KUHBER OF PROPERTIES ON A 
LISI FREPAREO BY THE LOCAL COHHUHITY AND PRESENTED TO 
THE GOR BY THE COllHUHllY ANO THE WORLD JEWISH 
RESTITUTION ORGANIZAllOH lllJROl IN A GESTURE Of "GOOD 
WILL" PRIOR TO PRES I OEHi ILIESCU'S VISIT TO VASHIHGIOH 
IH LATE SEPIEllBER. EHD SUHHARY. 

SOii£ BAC(GROUKD 

3. ROHAHIA'S JEWISH COKHUHllY HAS BEEH IN A STAIE Of 
CONSTANT DECLINE OVER THE LAST FEV DECADES. NUllBERING 
APPROXIKAIELY 8BB·BSB IN PRE-WORLD VAR II YEARS, ABOUT 
FIFTY PERCENT Of ROKAHIA'S JEWS SURVIVED THE VAR• BUT 
THEIR NUllBERS HAVE SHRUNK DRASTICALLY TO LESS THAH 
2a.ass. LARGELY AS A RESULT Of EHIGRATION DURING THE 
COHHUHISI PERIOD. ACCORDING TO COHHUHITY 
REPRESENTATIVES· SOii[ ts.see HEllBERS ARE REGISTERED 
TODAY• WITH A fEV THOUSAND HAVING OHLY RECENTLY "COllE 
FORWARD." HOWEVER· THE AGING COHllUHITY llllTH AN 

AVERAGE AGE Of 7S PLUSI LOSES ROUGHLY i•SBS HEllBERS 
EVERY YEAR AS A RESULT Of DEATH OR EHICRATION. IN 
LIGHT Of THE ABOVE STATISTICS, A SPEEDY RESTITUTION Of 
PROPERTIES HAS BECOllE AH IHPORTANT ISSUE FOR THE Jf~ISH 
COllllUNllY. COllllUNITY LEADERS ARE HOT ONLY CONCERN:O 
THAT FEW PEOPLE ARE LEFT TO IDENTIFY FORHER COllHUN:TY 
PROPERTY BUT ARE EQUALLY WORRIED THAT• IN THE LOHG RUH• 
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HO OHE WILL BE ABLE TO HAKE CLAIHS ON THEIR BEHALF. IH 
ADDITION, THE COHttUNllY SEES RESTITUTION AS A 
LEGITlllATE VAV Of RAISING BADLY-NEEDED FUNDS TO SUPPORT 
ELDERLY HEllBERS AHO TO CARRY 001 HUHEROUS SOCIAL 
PROGRAMS. 

SHC3841 

4. THE PRIHARY FOCUS Of THE COHHUNITY IS RESTITUTION 
Of HOH-RELIGIOUS COHHUNAL PROPERTIES• SUCH AS SCHOQlS, 
HOSPITALS, CLINICS. HOllES FOR THE AGED, AHO CHILD-CARE 
FACILITIES. THE C01111UHITY HAS IHTENTlqHALLY SEPARATED 
THE RESllTUTIOH Of SYNAGOGUES AND OTHER PRIHARILY " , _ ~': 
RELIGIOUS PROPERTIES FROH THE OTHER COKHUNAL PROPERTIES ·· ,-
IH RECOGNITION THAT THE RHURN Of JEVISH RELIGIOUS •·. ' . ' ~· • ~. -~~ i.. fol (';, . 
PROPERTY IS EHIANCLED WITH THE GREATER• AND HORE n; ·-

CON7ROVERSIAL• ISSUE Of THE STATUS Of THE RELIGIOUS ~ -~ § I~ 
PROPERTIES Of THE CREEK-CATHOLIC CHURCH THAT VERE , 1" 
TRANSFERRED TO THE ORTHODOX CHURCH DURING THE COHHUHIST ~ - - l ".) 
PERIOD. 7HE COHHUHITY IS ALSO INTERESTED IN RECEIVING ~ - - '~ 
BACK PERSONAL PROPERTIES SEIZED FRO!! ROHAHIA'S JEllS, ·, o o • m 
BUT II IS CIUING THIS ISSUf.Jl.tQVER PRIORITY. ~ ~Ee: 

THE SITUATION TODAY: PERSONAL PROPERTY 
~5;~~f;1 
0-171~~ 

-< -< ' --------------------------------------- r 

>. IN JUHE• THE ROHAHIAK PARLIAHENT PASSED A = = ~m ~ I~' 
COHIROllERSIAL NATIONALIZED DWELLINGS Bill WHICH FAVORED o o o o_ -'.· 
CURRENT TENANTS OVER FORllER ~ERS WHOSE PERSOllAL o £: (/) Q ( :"' 
PROPERTIES VERE NATIONALIZED BY THE COHHUHIST ~ <n C><' L . ' 
GOVERNHEHI. IN JULY, THE COHSllTUllOHAl COURT WHICH "'~ 1..,N g c: '.-'. 
REVIEllS KEV LAWS FOR CONSTl7UTIOHALllY BEFORE THEY ARE ~-< ~ 1_ 1 0.: 
PASSED TO THE PRESIDENT FDR ENAClllENI• DECLARED SEVERAL~~ ~ ".': 
PROVISIONS Of THE LAV TO BE UNCONSTITU710HAL AND SEKI· -< • 1 
11 BACK TO PARLIAHENT FOR RECONSIDERATION. THE "' '...I 
COHSTITUTIOHAL COURT OBJECTED TO THE ARTICLE THAT S" 
ALLOWED ONl Y ROllAHIAH CITIZENS RES ID I HG IN ROHAHIA TO - -
CLAIH PROPERTY• BUI DID NOT QUESTION !Hf LEGALITY Of --
ARTICLES THAT FAVORED CURRENT TENANTS OVER FORHER "'ID 
OWNERS. VllH PARLIAllENT OUT Of SESSION FOR THE SUHHER·~ ·q iiJ 
IT IS UNCLEAR Al THE !!OKEN! VllEIHER THE HEASURE Vilt BE -

RETURNED 10 COllHITTH FOR A COllPLEH REWRITE OR Will BE ~ 
LIGHTLY REWORDED TO OVERCOllE THE FINDINGS Of 7HE If 
UHCOHSlllUTIONALITY. THE COR DOES HOT HAVE 7HE lllO- ~ 
THIRDS Of THE VOTES IH PARLIAHEH7 IT WOULD HEED TO 
OVERRIDE THE COHSTITUTIOllAL COURT'S FINDINGS AHO PASS !i' 
THE Bill IN ITS PRESENT fORll. BARRING A COllPLETE 
REVR I IE• IT APPEARS HOV THAT JEVI SH CIA I HANIS Of 

PERSONAL PROPERTY• SIHILAR 70 OTHER ElllGRANIS FROll 
ROHAHIA• VILL HAUE A RIGHI TO RESTITUTION ONLY If THEY 
HAVE RETAINED THEIR ROllAHIAH CITIZENSHIP. 

6. IN A RECENT INTERVIEW, JULIAN SORIN• THE JEVISH 
COllHUNllY'S SECRETARY GENERAL, NEVERTHELESS PLAYED 001111 

THIS ISSUE• STATING THAI THE COHHUHllY HAD NO INTERES7 
IN GETTING INVOLVED IN A DISPUTE OVER THE RIGHT Of 

PERSONAL PROPERTY RESTITUTION. THE COl!l«INllY• HE SAID• 
PLACED FAR HORE lllPORIANCE ON THE ISSUE Of COHHUHAL 
PROPERTY, WHICH IS NOT HEHTIOHEO IN THE NATIONALIZED 
DWELL INCS LAV. IN A RELATED llATIER• THE ISRAELI 
PARLIAllfNl'S RECENT CRlllCISll OF THE HAllOllALIZED 
OVELLIKCS Bill VAS NOT RECEIVED POSITIVELY BY THE 
POL II I CAL ESIABLISHKEHT IREF Al, AHO EVEN SOllE llElfilERS 
Of m JEVIS~. co1111:N1:·; TEtntr IT COUHIERPROOUCTl\1£. 
nlA:IWHU. At·:"RDll:C :c THE mss. THE ISRAEL-SASEO 
·~mrnAT-ON l'f JfVS m11 ~uHAHIA" RECtNILY DECIDED TO 
OPtk AN OFFICE IN BUCHAREST WITH THE SPECIFIC PURPOSE 
Of IDENTIFYING FORHER PERSONAL JEWISH PROPERTIES. 

n 

.. 
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THE SITUATION TODAY: COMUNAL PROPERTY 

7. ROHANIA CURRENTLY HAS.NO LAW ON NATIONALIZED 
. COHHUNAL PROPERTY. EARLIER ATTEnPTS TO DEAL WITH THE 

COHnLINAL PROPERTY ISSUE THROUGH GENERAL LEGISLATION ON 
THE STATUS OF HINORITIES AND RELIGIOUS DENOHINATIONS 
FAILED• PAR!lf AS A RESUlT Of UNRESOLVED PROPERTY 
ISSUES OF ROHANIA'S GREEK CATHOLICS AND ETHNIC 
HUNGARIANS. THERE IS NOW• HOWEVER, HOPE FOR HORE 
PROGRESS. THE GOR'S COUNCIL OF NATIONAL HINORITIES 
llHICH INCLUDES REPRESENTATIVES OF THE JEWISH COHHUNITY 
AND OTHER HINORITIES IS WORKING ON A DRAFT BILL ON 
COHHUNAL PROPERTY RESTITUTION FOR ALL HINORITIES• 
REGARDLESS OF THEIR ETHNIC OR RELIGIOUS BACKGROUND. IN 

HID-JUNE THE COUNCIL ESTABLISHED A SPECIAL COHHITTEE 
FOR RESTITUTION ISSUES HEADED BY SORIN• WITH HEHBERS OF 
THE BULGARIAN AND GREEK COHHUNITIES AS VICE-PRESIDENTS. 
ONE REPRESENTATIVE EACH OF THE HAGYAR OEHOCRATIC UNION 
a!DHRI AND THE GERHAN DEHOCRATIC FoRUH SERVE AS 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARIES. DURING AN EARLY JULY SESSION OF 
THE COHHITTEE, IT WAS DECIDED TO EXCLUDE RELIGIOUS 
PROPERTY AND PLACES OF WORSHIP FROH PROPERTIES TO BE 
R<STITUTED. AN ISSUE lnllCH WOULD BE COVERED BY SEPARATE 
LEGISLATION. AS FOR COMUNAl PROPERTY• PRESENT 
THINKING IS THAT AFFECTED COHHUNITIES WOULD PRIHARILY 
RECEIVE A RIGHT TO PROPERTY TITLES, RATHER THAN FULL 
AND IHHEDIATE PHYSICAL POSSESSION OF THE PROPERTIES IN 
QUESTION. ACCORDING TO SORIN 11110 AGREES WITH THIS 
APPROACH• THE RENTS RECEIVED FROH SUCH PROPERTIES WOULD 
BE OF TREHENDOUS HELP TO THE CoMUNITY• llHICH IS 

. ALREADY HARD-PRESSED FOR FUNDS. IT IS Too EARLY TO 

. TELL lnlEN DRAFTING OF THE PROPOSED LEGISLATION HIGHT BE 

. COHPIETED. 

8. FOR ITS PART• THE JEWISH COHHUNITV HAS ALREADY 
COHPILED A LIST OF CLOSE TO A THOUSAND COHHUNAL 
PROPERTIES lnllCH WERE NATIONALIZED, EXPROPRIATED• OR 
SOLD. THE WJRO HAS ALSO BEEN VERY ACTIVE IN 
IDENTIFYING FOR~ER PROPERTIES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY. 
All HINORITV GROUPS WILL Al SOHE POINT HAVE 10 COKPLETE 

. AND SUBHIT SIHILAR INVENTORIES, AND THE WJRO EXPECTS 
THAT ITS RESEARCH ALONE WILL TAKE SEVERAL YEARS. 

REL I GI OUS PROPERTY - ROHAN I A'S CAN OF WORHS 

!. RESTITUTION.OF RELIGIOUS PROPERTIES IN ROHANIA HAS 
BEEN COHPLICATED• INTER Al IA• BY THE ONGOING DISPUTE 
BETWEEN THE ORTHODOX AND THE GREEK-CATHOLIC CHURCHES 
OVER PROPERTIES THAT WERE HANDED OVER TO THE ORTHODOX 
IN 1941. HOREOVER• ROHANIA'S HUNGARIAN REFORHED CHURCH 
HAS ASKED FOR THE RESTITUTION OF HUNDREDS OF ,SCHOOL 
BUILDINGS THAT IT ADHINISTERED BEFORE THE WAR. AS FOR 
SYNAGOGUES. THE JEWISH COMUNITY IS SEEKING RESTITUTION 
OF FORHERL Y ABANDONED PLACES OF WORSHIP THAT WERE 
NATIONALIZED BY THE STATE OR NOT FUNCTIONING AS SUCH 
OVER THE LAST FEW DECADES. THE PROBLEH Of RESTITUTION 
OF SYNAGOGUES Will HENCE HAVE LITTLE CHANCE OF BEING 
RESOLVED SEPARATELY BARRING ENACTHEHT Of A 
COHPREHENSIUE LAW FOR All RELIGIOUS ~l~OWIES 
CONCERNED. SO FAR• SUCH LEGISLATIOi fl<S NO: Y'.T CO~i 
UP FOR DISCUSSION. 
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GoR LIKELY TO BUDGE SOONER THAN EXPECTED 

IB. llHILE SORIN RECENTLY CONFIRHED TO CHARGE THAT THE 
COUNCIL OF HINORITIES WOULD NOT HAVE A DRAFT LAW READY 
FOR GOR REVIEW BEFORE PRESIDENT IL IESCU'S LATE 
SEPTEHBER VISIT TO WASHINGTON• WE HAVE RECEIVED 

· IRDICATIONS THAT THE GDR IS WILLING 10 CONSIDER 
RESTITUTING A NUHBER OF COHHUNAl PROPrnms COHPILED ON 

A "SHORT" L ISi lnllCH WAS PRESENTED BY THE JEWISH 
COHHUNITY AND rnE WJRO 10 FOREIGN HINISTER HELESCANU 
AND GENERAL SECRETARY HREBENCI uc, RESPECTIVELY. THESE 
PROPERTIES ARE NONCONTROVERSIAL• IN THAT THEY ARE NOT 
OCCUPIED BY OTHER TENANTS AND AS SUCH• THEY COULD BE 
HANDLED QUIETLY AS A HATTER SEPARATE FROH THE LARGER 
LIST OF PROPERTIES WHICH WOULD FALL UNDER THE COUNCIL 
OF HINORITIES' DRAFT LEGISLATION. AHONG THE PROPERTIES 
HENTIONED ON THE "SHORT" 1Ts1'F'1s THE NATIONAL JEWISH. 
THEATER IN BUCHAREST. FORrlG!FHINISTER HELESCANU HAS 
TOLD THE CHARGE THAT THE GOR WOULD BE AS FLEXIBLE AS 
POSSIBLE AND TRY TO HOVE ON THE ISSUE PRIOR TO 
I LIESCU' S DEPARTURE FOR WASHINGTON. 

THE WJRO AND THE LOCAL COHHUNITY - CONFLICTS OF 
INTEREST? 

11. UNDER THE LATE CHIEF RABBI HOSES ROSEN THE 
COHHUNITY SIGNED AN AGREEHENT IN 1992 WITH TflE WJRO 
WHICH GIVES THE WJRO A CONSULTATIVE ROLE IN SEEING 
JEWISH COHHUNAl PROPERTY RESTITUTED IN ROHANIA . 
HEANllHILE• THE WJRO HAS BEEN TRYING 10 CARVE OUT A ROLE 
FOR ITSELF IN THE PROPERTY RESTITUTION ISSUE AND HAS 
LED SEPARATE DISCUSSION WITH THE GOR. llHILE THE WJRO 
LEADERSHIP IS OPPOSED TO SHORT LIST RESTITUTION !REF Bl 
THE ORGANIZATION'S LOCAL REP HAS GIVEN THIS LIST TO THE 
GOR ~REBENCIUCI, AND HAS SUBHITTED A DRAFT AGREEHENT 
FOR GOVERN~lNT CONSIDERATION. HREBENCIUC. JOLD US, 
HOWEVER· THAT flE HAD NO INTENTION Of ENTERING INTO ANY 

AGREEHENT THAI DID NOT HAVE THE FULL SUPPORT Of THE 
LOCAL JEWISH COHKUNITY LEADERSHIP. HEHBERS OF THE 
JEWISH COHHUNITY• INCLUDING THE llHL-RESPECTED 
UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR ANO LEADER OF THE COHHUNITY OR. 
CAJAL• HOl/EVER• REHAIN CONVINCED. THAT THE COHHUNITY'S 
GREATEST HOPES FOR SUCCESS LIE IN DEALING DIRECTLY WITH 
THE GOV!RNHENT THROUGH THE COUNCIL OF HINORITIES AND 
SEES THE WJRO AS HAVING ONLY A "CONSULTATIVE" ROLE. 

12. IN SUH• THE LAST TWO HONTHS HAVE SEEN HODERATE 
PROGRESS ON THE PROPERTY RESTITUTION FRONT IN ROHANIA. 
THE COUNCIL OF KINORITIES' ESTABLISHHENT Of A SPECIAL 
RESTITUTION COHHITTEE AND THE GOVERNHENT'S APPARENT 
Will INGNESS TO HAND OVER SEVERAL PROPERTIES PRIOR TO 
THE PASSAGE OF lEGISLATION ON RESTITUTION Of COHHUNAL 
PROPERTIES ARE TWO SEPARATE TRACKS THAT ARE LIKELY 10 
YIELD POSITIVE RESULTS. IN THIS RESPECT• THE LOCAL 
JEWISH COHHUNITY LEAD BY DR. CAJAL IS THE INTERLOCUTOR 
Of CHOICE Of THE GOR. REPRESENTATIVES OF THE LOCAL 
JEWISH COHHUNITY• FOR THEIR PART. ARE WARY Of A TOO 
OOKINANT ROLE BY THE WJRO AND INSIST THAT ANY RETURNED 
PROPERTY SHOULD COHE TO THE COHHUNITY. KOREOVER• 
PASSAGE OF AN All-COHPREHENSIVE LAW ON COHHUNAL 
PWF>r; RESTl'UTION FOR All AFFECTED HINORITIES IN 
ROM;1i, IS T~' ONLY DESIRED LONG-TERH SOLUTION. 
E .f\I K 
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SUBJECT: DIRECTOR OF PERIODICAL DISAVOWS RESPONSIBf·L-C:TY 
FOR ANTI-SEMITIC ARTICLE 

l. THE DIRECTOR OF THE WEEKLY REVIEW "'BARICADA'" 
EDUARD-VICTOR GUGUI, HAS DISAVOWED A RECENT ANTI­
SEMITIC ARTICLE THAT APPEARED IN THE NOVEMBER 14 ISSUE 
OF .BARICADA .. , IN A LETTER ADDRESSED TO THE 
AMBASSADOR OF ISRAEL 10 ROMANIA, WHO OFFICIALLY 
C0".'1PLAINED ABOUT THE PIECE, AND PUBLISHED IN THE PRESS, 
GUGUI APOLOGIZED FOR THE LACK OF PROFESSIONALISM AND 
FOR THE OFFENSE BROUGHT TO THE ISRAELI PEOPLE. THE 
ARTICLE IN QUESTION WAS ENTITLED ''MATZOS MADE FROM 

CHRISTIAN BLOOD'' AND ALLEGED THAT THE PERSONAL 
SECRETARY OF A FORMER ISRAELI GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL IS 
INVOLVED IN TRAFFICKING ROMANIAN CHILDREN TO ISRAEL _FOR 
THEIR ORGANS ANO BLOOD. GUGUI SAID THAT THE ARTICLE 
WAS WRITTEN BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE EDITORIAL 
OFFICE, DOROTHEA IONESCU, AND PUBLISHED WITH THE 
APPROVAL OF THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE EDITORIAL 
OFFICE, HORIA HARITON, WHILE GUGUI WAS ABROAD. GUGUI 
STATED THAT THE JOURNALISTS' ANTI-SEMITIC OPINIONS ARE 
OFFENSIVE TO HIM ANO 00 NOT REFLECT THE OPINIONS OF 
''BARICAOA''. AS A CONSEQUENCE OF THEIR ANTI-SEMITIC 
REf'...l\A.RKS, GUGUI SANCTIONED IONESCU AND HARITON ANO 
RESCINDED THEIR RIGHT TO PUBLISH ART!C!_ES IN 
. BARI CADA ... 

2. THE PUBLICATION IN QUESTION IS A MARGINAL ANO 
SOMETIMES SCU~RILOUS REVIEW WITH A CIRCULATION OF LESS 
THAN 5000 COPIES. GUGUI IS THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
SPLINTER "ECOLOGIST MOVEMENT OF ROMANIA"', WHICH IS PART 
OF THE NATIONAL UNITY BLOCK ALONG WITH THE ROMANIAN 
PARTY OF NATIONAL UNITY (PUNRl ANO THE ROMANIAN 
OEl\l\OCRATIC AGRARIAN (POARl PARTY, ANO "BARICADA"" IS HIS 
MOUTHPIECE. THE NATIONAL BLOC ECOLOGISTS WOT TO BE 
CONFUSED WITH THE ECOLOGIST PARTY MEMBER OF THE 
DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION) IS AN INSIGNIFICANT GROUP THAT 
ESPOUSES ANTI-COMMUNIST AND PRO-MONARCHIST VIEWS. 
EMBASSY CONTACTS EXPRESS~O SUPRISE AT REPORTS OF ANTI­
SEt-.~ITISM. SINCE THAT H.AS NOT BEEN THE "BARICADA' 
EDITORIAL SLANT IN THE PAST. EINir 
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