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The Course Purpose:

To study and analyze the development of the Arab-Jewish
conflict, both sides' positions, the issues at stake and the
disputes over them, in combined chronological and thematical
approach.

The Method:

Reading, scrutinizing documents and discussions in class

Commitments:

Active participation, mid-term papers, exam.

Topics:

1. The beginnings of the Zionist enterprise in Eretz-Israel, the
Arab response and the Jewish attitudes to the "Arab
Question".

2. From the Balfour Declaration to the Mandate: the
contradictory British commitments to the Arabs and the
Jews.

3. The Military Administration and the new national character
of the conflict: The Palestinian Congress and the Zionist
Commission.



4. The beginning of violence: The riots of 1920 and 1921

5. The establishment of Transjordan Emirate and its
separation from the national Home: The Cairo conference
of 1921 and Churchill's White paper of 1922

6. The religious aspect of the conflict: the Wailing Wall crisis
and the riots of 1929

7. Zionist scepticism and Arab militancy after the riots

8. The demographic, economic and settlement competition

9. The Palestinian Revolt and its repression; the White Paper
of May 1939

10.The search for solutions: partition, federation, bi-
nationalism, cantonization and the "minorities block"

11.The impact of the Second World War on the conflict

12.From a local to regional conflict: the Arab states, the Arab
League and the question of Palestine.

13.The four focuses of the conflict: the legitimacy of Israel,
the borders, the refugees and Jerusalem
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