




peace: what good has that attitude done you? Precious resources have 
been wasted to finance the cold and hot war against Israel. Since 1952 
Egypt alone spent more than 4 billion dollars on establishing its mili­
tary force and its war machine. During that period all the Arab coun­
tries and Israel spent more than 10 billion dollars on military needs. 
That sum would have been enough to rescue a great many of the peoples 
of the region from poverty and sickness and to lay the foundations of 
widespread economic and social progress. The time has come for the 
Arab nations to do some soulsearching, which may perhaps persuade 
them to prefer peace and progress to hostility and bloodshed. At this 
moment I will even go so far as to say that peace will surely come to our 
region, even though it tarries, because all of us, throughout the region, 
need it. 

To the leaders of the West and the East I would like to say from this 
podium: competition between the Powers and the Blocs has played no 
small part in intensifying the arms race in the Middle East and the 
continual increase of tension in our region. For years we appealed for 
international action to further peace in our region and demanded the 
cessation of the arms race with the object of attaining the mutually-su­
pervised disarmament of the countries of the region. We demanded that 
the territorial and political integrity of all the countries of the region be 
guaranteed. To my regret, our requests were fruitless. There is a lesson 
to be learned from this. 

Since the beginning of the present tension views have been ex­
pressed as to the need to broaden the Government and its parliamentary 
base. When I felt that the testing time was approaching-on the battle­
fields-I took the initiative of establishing a wide Emergency Govern­
ment and invited Gaba! and Rafi to join it. By now you all know that 
the n'egotiations have borne fruit, and I welcome the expansion of the 
Government. 

Taking the emergency conditions into account, the Ministers in­
volved were informed of the decision and appointed to their positions 
three or four days ago, before their appointments had gained the ap­
proval of the Knesset. I regret to hear that my colleague Moshe Dayan 
has left already ... and I understand why he was in a hurry to go. 

I am confident that the new Ministers have realized, in the last few 
days more than ever, how strong is the military force we have been de­
veloping over the years since the establishment of the state, and espe­
cially in the last few years. A mighty, powerful and able force, which is 
not behind in scientific and technological developments, has been 
established. The new Ministers saw the IDF being mobilized and I am 
sure that they were deeply impressed by the first-rate planning of the 
General Staff as well as by the ID F's battle capacity. I am sure that this 
force will lead us to victory, and the expansion of the Government will 
strengthen us in our course and enable us to overcome all obstacles. 
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