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A4 7. SADAT ALSO RAISED THE QUESTION OF SYRIA., HE 841D -
A EGYPT Al FOREIGN MINISTER FAHMY HAD RECEIVED A LETIER
FROM YOU ON THE POSSIBILITY OF A SYRIAN RESUMPTION
OF HOSTILITIES (SAGQAF HAD ALREADY TOLD ME ABOUT
THIS - REF B.) ME SaAID THAT HE HAD DISCUSSED THE
MATTER WITH SAQAAF AND BOTH HE AHD THE EGYPTIANS HAD
. CONCLUDED THAT THERE WAS LITILE DANGER. BUT OR
REFLECTING ON THE URGENCY OF YOUR LETTER AND THE STROHG

POSSIBILITY THAT THE AMERICANS HAD ACCESS TO SECRET
INFORMATION TO WHICH THE ARABS WERE NOT PRIVY, HE

! THOUGHT THAT THIS MIGHT It FACT BE TRUE. ACCORDINGLY,
‘*? HE ASKED THE KING TO SZND OMAR SARQAF TO DAMASCUS TO
{01 Y TO FIND GUT IF THERE WERE ANY SUBSTANCE TO THE
g—é REPORT, AND TO EMPHASIZE AGAIN TO THE -SYRIANS THE
-1 MEED FOR CALM. <THIS TIME SAQQAF DID NOT ASK IF I
:11]  THOUGHT KE SHOULD GO; HE COMMENTED THAT SADAT SEEMED
U] 'TO THINK THAT HE, SAQGAF, WAS HIS FOREIGN MINISTER
NS AND THAT SADAT WAS ASKING HIM TO DO A LOT. SAWQAF
5NN VAS NOT UNHAPPY WITH THIS PROMINENCE AND I SUSPECT
24 K WILL BE OFF TO DAMASCUS SOON UNLESS THE KIAG

' VETOES THE IDEA.Y ' :

i 8., COMMENT: IN SPITE OF THE VERY REAL CONCERH FOR THE
P WELFARE OF PRESIDENT NIXON, THERE WAS MO HINT IN THE
' LETTER THAT T#E BOYCOTT COULD OR SHOULD BE LIFETE

BEFORE DISENGAGEMENT, IF SAQQAF READ ME ALL PERTINENT
PARTS OF THE LETTER, AND 1 BELIEVE HE DID, THE TwO
COUNTRIES HAVE CONCLUDED THAT DISENGAGEMENT WILL TAKE
FLACE S0O0N3; THAT THIS WILL GIVE THEM SUFFICIENT REASOHN
TO EXPLAIN TO OTHER ARABS WHY THE BOYCOTT SHOULD BE
LIFTED, AND THAT PRESIDENT NIXON WILL NOT BE DOKE
IRREPARABLE HARM BY A SHORT DELAY. THERE 18 OF COURSE
THE POSSIBILITY THAT SAQRAF WAS STRONGLY EDITING

. THE LETTER IN ORDER TO CONFIRM HIS PREVIOUS REPORTS
ON THE EGYPTIAMN POSITION, BUT I DOUBT IT. THE LETTER

. SEEMED CONSISTENT WITH FAHMY'S DECEMBER 32 LETTER TO YOU.
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