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Keeping Track of the Road Map
The Palestinian Authority — PRINCIPAL PHASE ONE OBLIGATIONS
(A) PALESTINIAN OBLIGATION:  Issue unequivocal statement affirming Israel’s right to exist in peace and security

	· Palestinian Prime Minister Abbas has affirmed this principle, while
· Hamas has still implied that Israel’s destruction will be pursued.
	“Our struggle will continue to realize our constant national rights as approved by our councils and institutions, to end the occupation of all the Palestinian territories that were seized in 1967 and establish the independent state of Palestine on this territory.” — Presidential election platform, January 2, 2005.

“Hamas has not changed its policy for the destruction of the Jewish state”—Hamas leader Abel-Aziz Rantisi , 5 July 2003.


(B)  PALESTINIAN OBLIGATION:  Call for immediate and unconditional cease-fire

	· Abbas is negotiating a cease-fire with Hamas, Islamic Jihad, and other Palestinian factions.


· Hamas, Islamic Jihad, and other Palestinian militant factions indicate willingness to accept conditional cease-fire.


	Abbas told Palestinian TV that a truce accord was near. ''Everybody feels the responsibility and the importance of putting an end to the situation that we are all living in right now,'' Abbas said. ''We can say that there has been significant progress in the talks. Our differences have diminished, and therefore we are bound to reach an agreement very soon.'”— Chicago Sun Times, January 24, 2005.

“We are ready to positively deal with the issue (cease-fire) only if Israel first commits itself to the Palestinian conditions." — Hamas spokesman Sami Abu Zuhri, January 24, 2005. 


(C)  PALESTINIAN OBLIGATION:  

Take substantive and visible actions to stop terrorists and dismantle terrorist infrastructure

	· Abbas has said he will stop attacks on Israel.
· Abbas has also said he will not use force to confront terror.
· Hamas rejects Abbas’s orders.
	“Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas on Monday ordered Palestinian security forces to stop attacks by Palestinian militants on Israelis.”— CNN.com,  January 17, 2005.

"We consider resistance as a red line, and no one is allowed to cross this line." —  Hamas spokesman Mushir al-Masri



(D)  PALESTINIAN OBLIGATION:  Confiscate illegal weapons

	· The need to control the use and possession of weapons is affirmed by President Abbas, who states however, that his government will not forcibly confiscate weapons.
· Similar orders given in the past were never implemented. The new order did not specify whether Hamas and other armed groups would be disarmed.
· Militant factions vow resistance to surrendering weapons, and use the cease-fire period to enhance their weapons’ arsenal.


	“Only policemen and security personnel will be allowed to carry weapons.”—President Mahmoud Abbas, Jerusalem Post, January 27, 2005

“[The] PA on Thursday issued an order banning Palestinians from carrying "unlicensed" weapons.”  – Washington Post,  14 July 2003.


(E)  PALESTINIAN OBLIGATION:  Consolidate Palestinian security organizations

	· Abbas has acknowledged the need for such consolidation, and has said he will merge the security forces into three organizations. He has not yet done so.
	“We will also work towards merging the security forces into three organizations” – Jerusalem Post, January 27, 2005.


(F)  PALESTINIAN OBLIGATION:  Cut off public and private terror funding

	· While P.M. Abbas called for an end to the sponsorship of terror.
	“And we will call upon our partners in this war to prevent financial and military assistance to those who oppose this position.” --  Prime Minister Mahmoud Abbas, 4 June 2003.

“[The P.A.] had asked countries to stop financing the Islamic group Hamas.” --  Reuters,  12 June 2003.

“The Palestinian Authority had asked the EU to press Hamas into a ceasefire by freezing its assets and blocking money transfers to it.” --  Chris McGreal,  The Guardian,  25 June 2003. 


(G)  PALESTINIAN OBLIGATION:  Official Palestinian institutions end incitement against Israel

	· P.A. Abbas has asserted his intention to reduce incitement, and initial actions are underway.

· Abbas called Israel the “Zionist enemy” during his election campaign.

· At the same time, incitement still to be found in P.A. institutions.


	“Radwan Abu Ayyash, head of the Palestinian Broadcasting Corporation, said that Mr Abbas has asked them to "ensure that programmes do not include material that might be interpreted as incitement.” --  BBC News,  November 30, 2004.
“We are praying for the souls of our martyrs who fell today to the shells of the Zionist enemy.” – Reuters, January 4, 2005.

“New PA textbooks full of anti-Israel propaganda…The study shows that there is no recognition in the textbooks of the legitimacy of Israel as a Jewish state…The name Israel does not appear on a single map; the entire land is called Palestine…In concordance with the refusal to recognize Israel, there is not a single mention in any textbook of the content of the Oslo Accords. The solution to the current conflict is generally described as the liberation of Palestine and the return of all refugees to their former homes.” – Shira Schoenberg,  Jerusalem Post,  22 July 2003.


(H)  PALESTINIAN OBLIGATION:  Appoint empowered and independent interim prime minister and cabinet

	· Ahmed Qurei has been reappointed as prime minister by Abbas. Abbas has fired many of Arafat’s aides, and has appointed reform-minded individuals to the cabinet.
	


The Government of Israel — PRINCIPAL PHASE ONE OBLIGATIONS

(A)  ISRAELI OBLIGATION:  Affirm commitment to two-state vision

	· Implemented.
	“We can also reassure our Palestinian partners that we understand the importance of territorial contiguity in the West Bank for a viable Palestinian state.” —Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, 4 June 2003.

“Israel...has lent its strong support for President Bush's vision expressed on June 24, 2002, of two states, Israel and the Palestinian state, living side by side in peace and security.” —Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, 4 June 2003.

“It is in Israel's interest not to govern the Palestinians, but for the Palestinians to govern themselves in their own state. A democratic Palestinian state fully at peace with Israel will promote the long-term security and well-being of Israel as a Jewish state.” —Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, 4 June 2003.


(B)  ISRAELI OBLIGATION:  Dismantle settlement outposts erected since March 2001

	· While the dismantlement process has begun...

· reports have surfaced that new outposts have been established.
	”The Defense Ministry will soon appoint a civilian overseer for the evacuation of illegal settlement outposts in the West Bank, in preparation for dismantling approximately 20 such outposts”. — Haaretz, January 07, 2005.

“Israel has dismantled roughly a dozen [outposts].”—Joseph Coleman, Associated Press, 17 July 2003.

 “Jewish settlements and outposts are growing rapidly in the West Bank and Gaza Strip…” – Washington Post, July 23, 2004.


(C)  ISRAELI OBLIGATION:  Freeze settlement activity

	· While the government has agreed in principle with the stipulation...


· P.M. Sharon has insinuated that, ultimately, the issue must be negotiated in final status talks.
	“During its term of office, the Government will not establish new settlements.” -- Basic guidelines of the 30th Government of the State of Israel.  February 2003.  

 “Jewish settlements and outposts are growing rapidly in the West Bank and Gaza Strip…” – Washington Post, July 23, 2004.  


(D)  ISRAELI OBLIGATION:  IDF withdraws from parts of the Gaza Strip and West Bank
	· Agreed.

· Initial withdrawals underway.  Further redeployments conditioned on a cessation of Palestinian terror.
	“Dahlan will meet with Defense Minister Shaul Mofaz next week to resume hudna discussions that began in the summer of 2003 about the IDF quitting the West Bank's city centers, which would take place once the Palestinians hand over a detailed security plan and say they can take responsibility.” --   Haaretz, January 27, 2005.
“IDF Chief of General Staff Moshe Ya'alon has ordered the army to reduce offensive operations in the Gaza Strip to a minimum in order to enable PA forces to carry out their mission.” — Daniel Sobelman, Ha’aretz, 23 June 2003.

“Israel withdrew this month from parts of Gaza and the West Bank town of Bethlehem, but says it will not return any other areas until the Palestinians disarm the militant groups.” – Jill Lawless, Associated Press, 22 July 2003


(E)  ISRAELI OBLIGATION:  End actions considered to incite Palestinians and undermine trust
	· Israel has agreed to undertake goodwill gestures (such as the release of Palestinian prisoners, which is not obligated by the Road Map), as well as to halt actions that are considered provocative, such as:  deportations, destruction of Palestinian institutions and infrastructure, and other military measures.


	“Sharon Israel is expected to release hundreds of Palestinian prisoners as part of a package of steps and goodwill gestures designed to help strengthen the new Palestinian leadership and encourage them to continue efforts to prevent terror.” --  Haaretz, January 27, 2005.

“Israel released 159 Palestinian prisoners Monday as a gesture to the new Palestinian leadership.” – CBS, December 27, 2004.

“Weisglass said that if there is a total halt to all forms of Palestinian violence against Israelis everywhere, Israel would refrain from all military activity. The only deviation from that would be for "ticking bombs," which would take place only under special circumstances and with approval from the political echelon.” -- Haaretz, January 27, 2005.




(F)  ISRAELI OBLIGATION:  Work to improve the humanitarian situation in Gaza and West Bank

	· Agreed/ Initial actions underway.
	“We will seek to restore normal Palestinian life, improve the humanitarian situation, rebuild trust and promote progress.” --  Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, 4 June 2003.

“The Prime Minister also announced a long list of steps, the purpose of which is to ease the living conditions of the Palestinians, foster trade and encourage the Palestinian economy.” -- Office of Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, 29 May 2003.

“The Israel Defense Forces yesterday lifted its closure on the West Bank and Gaza and eased movement restrictions among Palestinian cities as part of the confidence-building measures that Israel is required to implement under the U.S.-backed road map… With the lifting of the closure, which has been in effect for almost two months, some 25,000 Palestinians who have been issued permits by the security services will be allowed to work or conduct business in Israel.” – Amos Harel, Ha’aretz, 2 June 2003.

“Among the moves announced are the removal of three key West Bank checkpoints, the reopening of West Bank roads to Palestinian traffic, the transfer of tax money held by Israel to the Palestinian Authority and the issuing of 8,500 permits for Palestinians to enter Israel to work.” -- United Press International,  25 July 2003.
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