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REVIEN AND RECOMMENDATIONS

I. IRIAL DATA: The accused was tried at Dachau, Germany, on 13 October
1947, before a General Military Government Court.

II. CHARGES .ND PARTICULARS:
CHARGE I: Violation of the Laws and Usages of War,

Particulars: In that Adam ANKENBRAND, a German national,
did, at or in the vicinity of Weimar, Germany, in or
about September 1944, wrongfully encourage, aid, abet
and participate in the killing of an unknown non-German
national, an inmate of RBuchenwald Concentration Camp,

who was then in the custody of the then German Reich,

CHARGE II: Violation of the Laws and Usages of War,

Particulars: In that /ldam ANKENBR.ND, a German national,
did, at or in the vieinity of Weimar, Germany, in or
about Aprdl 1945, wrongfully encoursge, aid, abet and
participate in the killing of an unknown non-German
national, an inmate of Bucherwald Concontration Camp,
who was then in the custody of the then German Reieh,

CH.RGE III: Violation of the Laws and Usages of ar,
Partioulars: In that .dam ANKENHRIND, a Germen national,
did, at or in the viecinity of Woimar, Germany, in or
about April 1945, wrongfully encourage, aid, abet and
participste in the killing of approximetely five non-
German nationals, inmttes of Buchunwald Concentration
Camp; who wore in tha costody of tha than Qarman Redeh,

tho exact names and numbors of such persons being
unknown

107, SUMLRY OF EVIDENCE: The incideiibs covered by Charges I through II1
will herelnaftor be rofurred to as M"incident number 1M, Winnidant Aomher
2", ote,

The aecuscd, an S8 technical sergoant, was in chargs of one of the
gusrd detalls at Qamp Sehlichon, o subcemp of Bucharnwald Concantratinn
Camp, The inmates of subesmp Schlicben worksed in a nosrby factory which

manufactured antitenk rockots, One night in tho month of September 1944



an explosion occurred in the factory, The inmstes of the subcamp were
orderid by the gusards to nssemble in an adjoining ficld, While the inmates
wors lying on the ground, tho accused deliberctely shot and wounded one
of thems Upon the latter's outery, the acouscd shot and killed snother
inmrte lying close by, incident number 1. In April 1945 during an inmate
evaouatdion transport from subcamp Schlieben te Theresienstadt, an inmate
left the train to secrch for food, The accused, one of the asslstant
transport leaders, shot and killed this inmete, incident number 2. There
wore ecars in this stme inmate svacuetion transport which centained the
bodies of inmntes who had died of starvetion during transport. Thile the
transport wes at a holt, o burds) deteil consisting of about 20 irmates
wag ordersd to an adjoining forest te dig a masa grave to bury the bodies,
Yhile the detail was engaged in its work, five of the inmates walked off
to pick grass to eat., The nctused, who was one of the gusrds on thia
detail, shot and killed 21l five of them, lncident number 3.

Netlonallity: Gormen

Ages 59

Civilian Status: Laborer

Porty Stotuse; Unlknown

Military Status: Wehrmacht from 9 Februsry 1942

to June 1944L; Waffen S5 from
Juna 1944 to 8 April 19453 58
Technloal Sergeant from 25 Fab-
ruary 1945.

Plea: NG, Charge I; MG, Charge II;
WG, Charge III

Findingss G, Charge I; G, Charge II;
G, Charge III

Senterices Death by henging
Evidence for Prosscution: The accused wes an 83 technieal sergennt
in eharge of one of the guard dotails at Camp Schlieben, o subceamp of
Buchonwald Concentration Camp, Mo hed provious service as a guard at

Mautheusen and Puchenwnld Concentration Camps (R 8, 11, 70, 71; P<Bx 6).



Eyo~witness Hufnagel, an inmate of Camp Schlieben, testified that the
inmatos of this camp worked in a nearby factory which menufactured anti-
tank rocketes (R 11, 12),

Tneident No. 1. One night in September 1944 an explosion oceurred

in the factory. Hufnagel testified tha?, together with the other inmatas
in the camp, he went to an adjoining ficld which was placed under guard.
The accused waeg a member of this guard detail (R 12, 13). While the
{inmatis wore lying on the ground, tho accused deliberately shot and wounded
ano of them. Upen the latter's outery, the accused shot and killed anpther
inmate lying next to the witness (R 13, 19, 20, 29), The doad dnmate was
jdentificd as a Polish Jew, ono ¥linger (R 14).

Tneident No. 2. On or sbout 7 April 1945, bocause of the approach of
the allied armies, an inmate evacuation transpert left Camp Sehlieben for
Theresienstadt, The transport arrived at Theresienstadt about 20 April 1945
(R 54, &3, 67). During the transport the train was halted because of a
bombing attack (R 32). The accused was an assistunt transport leader on
this transport (R 9; P-Ex 7A). Eye-witness Slama, an inmato cvacuce On this
transport, testificd that the inmatos were orderad out of the train and ifnbo
a ficld st about 1400 hours. One of the inmatos, who was from the same town
in Poland as the witness and who rede in the same car with the witness, ran
off to plck some grass to eat. The accused thereupon shot and killed him
with & carbine from & distance of about 4O meters while the immate wasg
wunning (R 32, 33, 35). The dead inmate was identified as a Polish Juow,
ans Pornstein. The witness and two other inmstes buried the victim withln
ona hour after the killing, The burial took place in a small wooded arca
fo 42, 33). 1In his extrajudicisl sworn stetement, another inmate evacuse
an this transport stated that the accused told the transport leader as
to the shooting of an inmate that he had shot "tha dog", However, this
l411ing apparently took place at about 07000800 hours at a point at a
eonaiderable distance from the trein (R 10; P-Ex B8A), The accused in his
unsworn pretrisl stotement sdmitted killing & Polish Jew inmete durdng this

poartioulsf trapsport but .stated thet be shbt him "shortly before the end!

-




of o village while in the act of esceping (R 9; P-Ex TA). Another inmate
evneuce on thie transport, one Kerschenberg, testified that he heard thet
the accused had shot an inmate who had gone for food (R 63-65).

Incident Nos 3. The same inmate evacuation transport had cars which
contained the bodles of inmates who had died durdng the transport. The
dusths were caused by stervation and bed food (R 54, 55). Eye-witnocss
Triet, an inmate évacuse on this transport, testified that the transport
came to & helt for a period of about four days (R 55). During this poeriod
the irmetes were not fed (R 56). Sometime during this halt a burial detail
of about 20 inmetes including this witness, wes ordored to fo to the nearby
woods cnd dig =2 mess greve for the purpose of burying the inmates who had
died during the transport. The mccused was one of tha guards on this
detail (B 41, 42). While the immates were digging the mass greve, five of
them walked off to pick gress to cat. They were about five meters from
where the greve wzs belng dug. The accused shot and killed them with a
pistol. They were buried in the mass grave, together with the other inmates
who had died during the transport. The five victims were identified as °
Hungarian and Polish Jews (R A2, 45, 50). MWitness Kerschenberg, also an
inmate evacuee on the same transport, testified that the two inmates who
wore selected from his car for the burial detail told him that the accused
hed shot and killed five men from this detail (R 59, 61). The killing of
the five men from tho burial detall occurred after the killing of the
inmate involved in incldent mumber 2 (R 64, 65). The witness further tqgﬁi-
fied that the ascused had a bad reputation for eruelty and brutality (R 61,
62) ,

L neuropsychiatric examination of the accused rewvealed that, although
he was a neurotic, ho was cepable of distinguishing between right and wrong
and of adhering to the right (R 74, 75; P-Ex 9).

Evidencs for Dofense: The accused testified that from February L1945
ho wes an 8§ technical sergoant in Camp Schliebon in charge of a guard
detail (R 70, 71). Regarding ineident number 1, he testifed that he could

not say with certainty whether ho shot an iamate in the fleld in September




1944 (R T1)e liowaver, he further testifled that the aceount of the shoot=
ing by the witness must have been truej; otherwise, the latter would not
have testified to its oseurrence (R 72), JHe admitted Killing an inmate
near the village during the time the transport was halted, incident number
2 (R 72, 73)s Cgncerning incident number 3, he sdmitted shooting people
but eould not remember the oiroumstances surrounding the seme (R 73, 74).
He further testificd that because of his neurntic condition he 1s casily
excited and becomes unconseious of his mections. He was treated twice in
an ingtitution for neurotics (R 72, 73),

Sufficiency of Lvidences The guilt of the accused as to the offensos
elleged in Charges I ond II 1e not satisfactorily established, His guilt is
satisfaotorily au‘tﬂblilshﬁ ag Yo the killings alleged in Charpe 111+ The
Court wae warranted in concluding from the evidence adduced thet tho aocused,
irrespective of hie neurotic condition, wes capable of distinguishing be=
tween right and wrong both at the time of the offenses rlleged and nt the
time of the trisnl sand that he wae able to aid in his own defensce

The findings of guilty as to Charge III ars warranted by the evidence,
The sentence 1s not excessive.

Petitiongt Ho Potitions for Review nor Petitions for Clemeney were
filods

fecommendstion? That the findings as to Charges I and II be disapproved
and that the findings as to Charge III nnd the sentence be approved,

It is olear that the Court had jurisdiction of the

person of the accused snd of the subject matter,
Bxaminetion of the entire record fails to dlscloss any error or omis—
glon vhieh resulted in injustice to the accused,
VI. CONCLUSIONS®
1, It is recommended that the findings ps to Charges I and II be
M eapproved} that the findings ns to Charge III and the sentence be

approveds
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2. Legel Forms Nos. 13 and 16 to accomplish this rosult are attached
heroto, ehould it meet with approval. :

2nd Lt,  Inf
Post Trial Branch

mh:g Halm.-tfm& '*'tr_tw' record of trial, I concur, this . !
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