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20 Jur 47 - 18
charge sf‘%hs post office at Cusen 1.

q In which nanner were these imtﬁmﬁiws broucht te the
knowledre of thes @*imners? ’

A These iunstructions were imprinted cn emch letterhead. A4And,
furthermore, these instruotions were brought o '%:‘?m imowledre of each
new prisénsr through interpreters snd block clerks,

¥ Did you hear alresdy at thet time that there was a hostile
ettituds smm%g the prisoners in camp :a.gaim‘h you? »

A ¥o.

4  Wher did this hostile abtitude appesr, if you heard sbout i%?

A T mesumed that this hostile attitude started with the censoring

of percels and the %a@qiz;g oub of food out of these packages,
PRESIDENT: The cowrt will teke a recess for Eé minutes.

(Whereupon the court recessed at 1030 hours,)
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{(Whereupon the court reconvemed at 1100 hours.)
 PHES IDuNT: The court will come %o order,

PROSECUT I0Ns Let the record show that all the members of the
court, the prosecubion, the defsnse, the accusod, the court reporter,
and the court inberpreter that wers presemt Im the previous session are
present nows The scoused Grill is on the stend,

WILHELY GRILL, sn accusedy voluntarily took the stand in his owmn
behalf end continued to maks the following statement ‘hhrouw an interpreter:

DEFENSS COUNSILs  If 1% plsass the court, with the cowt's
per&:ﬁissiox; I would like to clear up what I believe is 8 mim&@rat&nding
as to the two exhibits which the defense offersd, It was my idea that
these ware not to be offered as émihits and were not to zo into evidence
but solsly to be used by the court for their own lunformmtion, and as the
testimony of this witness came oul, taey could follow these twe sketehes'
end get a better idea of jJust what the seteup was as far as the post
office is wncsrued, and with the sourt's parmission I would like to withe=
draw these sxnibits as to avidam:e. . |

PROSAECUTION: . I have no objection,

Lav ME%BEE; It will be granted, The exhibits will be wit‘nﬁm:
Let the record show that the exhibits D=2 and De3 will be withdrawn,

| DIRECT BXAMINATION
QUESTIONS BY DR. KLUCE:

@  Hp, Grill, will you tell the court once more in general what
kind of postal installations existed in camp? _

A O{Atsi&e the cemp were the 55 post offices, with a general
censoring office for prisoners' mail, with a place to sort the ggaal post,
wheress inside the camp im Block 2 was solely the censoring office for
parcel post for priseners, This was ome single room in this bvloek,

Q@  Pleasc continue with your story about the personnel employed

i the post offics inside the protective custody camp,

(GrilleDirset)
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A  Ingide the camp in tho parcsl sensoring office thers wore two

prisoners whs wers there in order to keep the post office clean,

% Q Pleass, would you tell us now something about the procedure
f which took place with sach packege until the time it got in the hends
r of & prisonsr?
A The paresl came from the mail ear %o the 33 post office,
After the parcel was checked against the parcel post card, it was brought
into Yhe camp vﬁmmngh the parecl censoring office, thom it was censored,
end then it came in a specisl drawer for sorting surposes, After the
svaming rell call the vercel was handed out to the prisoner through the
88 men on duty iﬁ,tha rrotective custody caumn,
7} In the aversge, through whose hands did a package go?
A The peresl went through the hands of the man who was responsible
for it at the post offiecs, who at the >gm time was @ censor,
Q That meang ne was the one who opened it first? ‘
§ A In the parcel censoring office the narcel was opened by this
cengor and a@mwﬁ;
Q@  In between, did you participate in the censoring of varcels

in the 3&:&‘0,%@?, end on snd off as you did particioste in the censoring
of letters?

A At the beginning I trained the men at the post office for sbout

2, § months after the méﬁas of parcels had been rermitted in coopsration
with the man who was in charge of ths post office in Meutheusen, Later on

only when & great work load hed accusmlated;that hapvened once e month

@rkhm tines, Por the censoring of parcels there were e

three 35 men who mnama sach other,

§ #hm awm largest part of the wparcels coms from?
& i’kagwmat part of the paresls em from FPolend,

W ﬁmmas‘&inats parhapg the pamm%gge?

A ﬁgéreximtaiy up to 80 percent,

| (GrilleDirect) s
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Q fnd when for the first Vime did Red Cross packages arrive?
A  During the time I was at the post office until 1943 thore was
; ~only one men who received constently Red Cross packages from Switserlend,
This wes & prisonsr Guysr, snd I kmow about this so oxactly bocause the
g 1ist of contents of these packages came in triplicate, had to be signed
| in triplicate, and then had to be returned to the comsulate in Prague,
s Q fnd when did éﬁd Cross pacizages start to arrive regularly?
| A Until the time when I left the post office in August 1944,
Rod Cross psckazes did not ari-iw regularly at all m camn,
4 9 Were they censored, toof
& All Red Oross packages, if thers came any at all, for Franchmen
aad Spanierds were csnscred st hs mein vost office et Mauthausen beesuse
ell foreign mail wes censored through the main post olfice at liauthausen,
Q Thet means they arrived already opaned? |
4 Parcels as +sll as lstters which came for foreizn prisoners from
'fb:"ei@n countries arrived already opensd, and only so I oan explain that

- prisoners had seen individual psckages carried in%s cam in the evening

open becmuse thls mail arrived in the afteruson at 4130 snd was handed

E outb ‘aegﬁ%r with the other mail in the evening after roll eall.

E @ Of whet did the largest rert ¢f the Polish peckages ewsi&&s?
E 4 " The lergest part was butter, bread, bacon, here and 's;.nere
cigarettes snd semsages, :

Q Probably because Poland is known as sn agricultural netion?

A I don't kmow thety I wasn't in Poland, |

4 Did you ever ;wa oranges aud choeolats in such packesges?

A 4s long a«s I did tske cure of consorin: it never happendg, end
if sowe other conscrs would have seen it, certeinly st leest they v;um
have shown it to ms, Thet haspened only in Gsruman packeges bscause the
reletives of Germen prisoners hed saved these foodstuffs at lesst for

three months before they were abls to send a package %o Lnsir reletives,
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Q Do you know from j&ur own observations whether in the third,
fourth, or even in tne second year of the war in CGermeny there existed
sny quantities of chocolats or orangas?

A  TWo, that isu't true besause all those things were rationed in
Germany at thab ©ims,

Q And not in Poland which was occoupied by Germeny?

A Ho, 1 don't lmow that, |

141 Jers there eny camp instructions in regard to the naximm

amomt of food which was allowed in any sinle package?

Ea 2o

A Until the time when i% was allowed in general to send packages,

that mesns in October 1942, in asccordmce with camy instructions, only

once & year at Christmas tims the Sanéizz;; of packages was allowed,with

a tobel weight of four pounds, Starting October 1942 in asccordanee with

the generel post office instructions packages up %o 40 pounds were
permitted,
e Pid sver instructions come out about Gaking out of foodsbuff

for heavy workersg?

A fhen the sending of parcele started during en evening roll call

the camp coumander, 85 Colenel Ziereis published instruetvions according
to ﬁam orisoners gould receive oanly as much ivod as they could eat
during one or %wo mesls, everything else boyond this quantity ned to be
handed out to priscnsrs who had not recsiwved packages, “o prisoners who
worked very hard and to juveniles, :

- Q What was The procedurs to do that?

A In the evening after roll call when pesckages wers handed oud

the prisoners were lined up in frent of the nost o fice, In fromt of cne

of the doors of the post office a prisoner was stemdinz who celled out
the name of the prisoner addressee, On the long narcel table ancther

prisonor was sitting wno gotv from the grisemer his signature for the
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recelpt of the packege; next %o thnis prisoner the employse of the post
office was standing who checked the prisonor as Yo nuaber and name in
aceordance witis the address on “he ;pareal/; next to this m&l; tas 55 man
on duby. in the protective custody camy was stending with a package, and
he ghowed him this percel snd then in sccorderce mx%: his orders he took
w% the food, Tnese orders had besn brought to the Imowledge of the
35 wan on duty threugh the provective ocustody camp =rd the s coxmzader.

@ 4ll thie neppened in your prosence?

A Yos,

R Did ym near that ceﬂa.ﬁs sircles of the prisoners or even all
§?isoma%s for this reason hed a certain aager or hete against you?

& Ferhaps some cf the prisoners who o and nad not heard about
this order sew thet this erder hed c_c?&a from me,

Q@ khat aappemed with the thinmgs which had bsen taken out el she

& These things wsre put righ’& away on & large table which was
standing right behind the mam wno took ©he stuff out of the parcels,

After the lest packaze nad bean handed out 5 ‘certain work details and

eertain individuels who had slipg from the nrotective custody camp leadep

cane and picked up the food, Qn}y.m 83 man on duty in the pm“ﬁs&cﬁivo
eustedy carp, end nover the men on duty in the posté office took care ‘of
this handing out of food,

g ¥hat o you say now im comparisen to your omm testimony about
the statement of the witness Krause theb it was quive passiblm for other
85 mem to cows to the mail voom and to take things from the Suble out of
packegue?

& I can™ imagine only thuty aal‘lang aé i': was the men in chargs
of ths post ofrice taere, nobody came in thors, not even a olock loader,

but },atlr on when on account of the large work loed whioh 1 hag to Gake :
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care of, | came imte the camp only onee or twics a mwonth, and the other
three censore only were S5 fwr?srals; then soas block leaders with aigher
reank took some liberty, otherwisey, I can't mmginé tkﬁsm.

G Was Thls sver done in your preosencs or with your approval?

A Moy if I would have known about it, [ would have stopped it
right eway, I porsonally hed signed the order ol the Reichs Fuohrer S8
Himmler in 1942 that the theit of peresls would be punished by death
through hanging, Mmybody wiho knows what thess orders meant for us in
those years will reslize that out of fear we wouldn 't have taken the
lesst thing out of these packagss, |

@  How can you explain the fact that the depression was crested
Mng prisoners that quite large quantitles of ifovod were used for the
88 meubers?

A I hed testifie” befors that sll parcels whieh cid not belong
to the ecarp for mon wno nad besn transiorred, [or men who had rii&d; and
86 cny were teken outb 1;.:3 the cvening in meil bags in order to really
turn the next day to the post office Mautheusen or the post office
St, Georgen, Tae post office at 3b, Gaorgen osa testify about the fact
that every day wp %o two meil bags full of mail which didn't bolong %o
Camp Cusen 1 wawe returned there,

@  Tho was responsible that the fod stuff which was tekem out
of the parcels in accordence with instructions of the commander Zicreis
was pfe@&v}y distributed?

A  Pr the proper éi#ﬂmm of these foodstufls, the S&ﬂm

of the nrotective eustody e‘sﬁ% who was on duby was rosponsivle, It was

~ the order that this digtwibution and the teking out of foodstuff should

&em care of through the protective custody carp leaders persondlly,
but it seems this work wes too mucn for them, and they nad passed 'em this
work to the rell cell leader, the labor servies lesder, and cther higher
renking nonecomsissionsd oificers of the SS,

¥
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Q Did 1% heppen with your kmowledge, end if Yes, with your -
spproval thet fyom tims to time food was hended out to the priawrs
working in %he post oiflge in order %o preveat them from steeling?

A Yoey, From time to time i asked the S8 man in charge to give
food to %he prisoners wrkiag in my post office in‘a%*ﬁar %o prevent
any thefts of packages througn them,

Q@  Thet means, ous of the same comsiderstion as one allows 2 man
working in a kitchen to eat as much as ne likes tof

A ’ias, becsuse if he had emough to aa’t;* he ml&n*t steal,

e My, ﬂrill, you hsard about w@lain'w of wzmaaaa here tm
you mm welz.*knm &8 & bealer, what do you have to say about that?

4 I have to say the following, that I punished the prisonsrs
wno aad violated certain mail regulstions nyseif in order to prevent
mich negvier punishment te cemp oowmanders or autnorities,

€@  Was 1% the sam with Krause, for instancs?

4 Yos, »

Q *hat happened there?

A Krense took into camp to a prisoner e letter uncensored wnleh

I hed seen already in the faranm.anﬁ for which I was looking in the
eftermoon and couldn't find any move, I told hiw right sway that he had
done it, end he admitted it, I told him that I wmlld.m&t make a report
but thet he would have to be punished in order to prevent sueh occurrences
in the future,

4] Is it mm that you 1@2‘; it up to hia whekher ne preferrsd
punishment through you or & resort?

A Yes,

4] And whet did he decide?

A He preferred to be punished by m5 bseauss & report would have

meant much more severe punishment, and I handed it out %o him,

(EGrill=Direct)
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L+ Fr, ﬁrﬁl, it is brought to attention oncse more vhzt for your

testimony which you made after the recess you still are under oath?

A f:%ﬁ;

e The testimony you have giva;a sc far is to b2 considered as to be
given under your oatn?

& Yeou,

<] About what other cases af peatings, 1f any beatings happened
at all, sm‘ you testify about?

5 : A Bhen letters went out, it hsppened quite often that priseners
by mesns of code wmords, bibls citations, and so on, gave information
sbout camp regulelions, mai%a‘gn at camp, food retions, and so ong When
it would haspsn for ths first time I wamed the prisoners snd returned
the letters to thg%@, but when it happened twice, thres times, or four
times, ovea to the sawme prisoner, them I called tine prisonor and b 2
parméﬂy neve punished hnim with a few slaps in the face or & few blows
ﬁﬂ'{ﬁ a stick.
.Q  TWhet was in general the resson ibr the beatings which you handed
- out?

A If I would have had to report esch month all vielstions of mail
ingtructions, 1 wﬁlé nave had to make &t leoast a hundred reporbs or mors,
and these men would have bBeen punished very severely, One picked out of
these many vioclationsg of mail instructions only the ones where the 7
prisoners had been warned already several *’a:imés, and they ware punished,
tarough punishrent reports, transferrsd to the punishment company, 26
blows with & stiek, entry in the porson@l records of the priscner invelved,
whieh could nave mesnt a longer tam in tm‘emmxz%mﬁmﬁ camp, because
in 1941 and 1942 meny prisoners wers releascd from Gusen,

‘ Q Here b&ﬁi&gs given also fé«r other reasons?

A Yes, when parcsls were hended out,
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g Why?

A I myselr can remeunber two cases of burglary in tne post otffice,
wnsre several paékag%;; had boen stolen, md furthermore surinz the |
reccipt of pecitages at the time when ell tne rarcvels were handed out that -
priss@&ars 'tmow tae parcels eodrsesse Yo othor ":arzirsazaérs z;g taking tvhe
nurbey -;%f the other prisonsr cn their arm &s well as on their chest and
put the numbsr on témir own shirt, and in this msnner they were able to
receive the péaresel of the othér primsgr wno was on night duty., For the
employees of the post oifice end the 8& men 1n charge of 'hzmding out the
parcels, of cfﬁ‘ﬁrw, 1% was '#mgasszble"%a wréam‘t;ar'th@ fase of 'i:iis man who
was suppossed to heve received ths peckage szmr*g tne uany nundesds of
Frieeﬁars;‘ ang furtosrmors, éria%ﬁa?a wiio ned received their peckage and
nad 1of% ths pleco whery the packeges wers aauded out wers assaultea
svout 10, 15 meters from this vlacs by other orisoaders and tus paakag;m
were taken away from them, VWheuever such robbers of-parcel post wers
saugnt they were punishea in oruer %o prevent suy redurrences in the |

future, O(ne has to visualize Shut among tYne priscners in caupy There

weres also oriminals emong the Uermsns &s well as among the ‘oles, and i:f'
such ingluents woulc not have been puxassi'm rignt away, sueh incidents
mum“ heve cceurred very, vm‘-y‘ oftens

2] Dig you navs mzrié,g ymir Guties anytning to do with the living
gaurwrsw%né livioy blocks of tihs pri‘smfﬂs?

b I was never & block xiaae‘wm uever @ detail lea&a:; -1 was solely
reponsibles fer t;%;@ post ofifice,

& Yith aow :siany gtzwa&rs aid you g¥b in contact gaily in an
average Gay waen Taking cars of %ne post otfice uablers?

A First, my osrisonors w/rgizzs; 3:; the &Jz}ai, oifige; seconaly, in
mear&wég wita e nuwber o1 parcels waich arrived dursng the tiss L m
'M&?i}ﬁﬁ ‘gmaih-‘ dn tae begiming, 10U, 200, ‘lm‘mr ong up %o 80O er even

& thousends
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