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1, Statement of Gerhard Wessel on Devélopment of thé
German Organization [undated]
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gtatenznt of Gerhord YEUIEL on pevslopment of &hs Garzen Orzmnisation

May 1942-1942

Spring 1944

20 July 1944

Gen, GEHIEN, at that time Lt,Col., became Chief of
the Premde .Heere Ost. (FHO) in May 1942, at which
time Lt,.Qol. WESSEL, at that tiwme Oapt, and "lage-
vearveiter® in the section FHO, firat came into cox
tact with him, In the suuwmer of thia year in the
course of a digcussion of the military situation,
WESSEL asked GEHIEN whether he belleved {that Germar
would win the war. GEHLEN at this time stated with.
out gualification that he did but WESSEL had the
impression that this answer did not correspond witl
the real opinion GEHLEN had in this moment, In May
1943 WESSEL, succeeding Lt,0ol., HERRE, had become
GEHIEN's depubty and closeat oo-worker and the
question of German military victory.again was dis-
cuassed ino the game summer, At this time GEHIEN aake
WESSEL whether he believed Germany would win the we
and both agreed that there was no hope, Further
discussion took place at length during daily noon-
time walks but no one elze was apprised of their
mutual feeling about this question, .

In the spring of 1944 GEHLEN decided that it was
sagential to take some action toward salvaging the
bagie files and records of the FHO, for the West, I
had become auite clear %o both GEHLEN and WESSEL
that after the war there would bte two hemispheres,
the East and the Weat, and that it would be essent-
ial to #1ly with one slde or the other; no neutral
pogition would be possible. GEHLEN's decision had
already been reached- to aide with the West.

On 1.July General GEAIEN fell sericusly ill, that
means three weeks prior to the 20th of July attempt
gn HITLBR's life, During the time of GEHIEN's ab-
gence WESSEL became acting chief of the FHO, At the
time of the bomb attempt WESSEL waa unable to get i
touch with GEHIEN, but as it turned out’ no members
of the department were directly implicated and no
criges aroee, GEHIEN returned as chief in fall but
never discussed the question of the 20th of July
with WESSEL, Later, when the lstter asked him about
it, GEHIEY stated that he had known scmething about
the endeavors directed against the leadership of
RITLER but had considered the matter to be foo
dangerous to discuss with WESSEL or other staff

membersa:,
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S Late Fall, 1944 Toward the end of 1944 a third man, Hermann BAUY,
’ . was informed of the intention of GBEIEN to sal-
1) vage filed and peraonnel of:.the FHO for evenbtual
trangfer to the Weat, BAUN was at this time head
. s " ..0f the collection work {Abwehr Awt I under PIE-
i : CKENBROCE, later CANARIS), A1l relations bebtween
’ BAUN and the FHO were personslly conducted by
GEHIEN, who made every effort to place a "ring of
gecrecy" arcund BAUN and the relationship between
BAUN -and the FHO.

Barly 1945 - - Early.in 1945 GEHLEN informed gtill further FHO

persconnel of his plans with regard to his orga-

N : nization, HIEMEFZ and-SCHOELLER were advised at

- ‘ this time., In Pebruary HERRE who after having been

H Chief of Staff of the "General of Volunteers™ was
::jfust building up the Wlassov-Division, was in-

ormed. o

o suopoenen e

January 1945 On 21 January 1945 WESSEL, on GEHLEN's orders,
. became G-2 of HIMMLER's Heeresgruppe and from this
- H : time until 22 March (the date Geny0b, HEINRICI
: f' togk over the Heereagruppe)} had close connecilons
H ‘ _with the 88 for the express purpose of atteu&ing
i -1 _to prevent HIMMIER from getting control of the G=2
H \’,;‘.;;'“‘,_.‘-,"*;and Amt I work, HIMMLER had been trying to do so
I Ay since May 1943 but was in the main unswocessful
¢ ‘fnismuch dag he wea able to-get gontrol over parts
of the I work only but never all of it, In connect
ion with GEHLEN's efforts, high ranking 85 officen:
ware treated as honored guests by the FHO, were
shown the work, made to feel that nothing was be-
: , ing concealed from them, that the basis for all
[ work was a farvent belief in victory, etc.

4 ———

Pebruary or GEHLEN was presented 4o BITLER in Pebruary or
Maroh 1945 ) March- of 1945 for the firat time, HITLER asked him
. for estimates of the military situationyin the Eagi
. - and when he -did not 1ike  those that weré present-
[+ ed to him, relieved GEHLEN of his post (9 April).
: After this date WESSEL gerved as GEHLEYN's succesw
gor ag chief of the FHO, !
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Fellowing his diemissal, General GEHLEN was given
the choise of becoming a divisiol gommander or bhe-
ing trapsferred to the "Flihrerregervedss OKHA", He
chosge the latter, primarily in-order to be able to
gtart the process of removing FHO files, which had
already been photoatated and miocrofilmed, %o
southern Germany for burial, The tranafer took place
by mersly loading the files on army ftrucks, and
they were dispersed in three places in Bavaria: in
the Wilde Kaiser, near Marguartstein and near

* Schliersee, GEHLEN's intention uwpon arrival in the

10 April 1945

gouth was to remain as long as posgsible inhis
mountain retreat and thus to avold bscoming in-
volyved in the anticipated postwar confusion or even
loosing the just aalvaged files of FHO.

In beginning of April 1945 GEHIEN arrilved in Bad

"Blster, where BAUN wag looated, for a wmeeting with

J

24-25 April 1945

6 May 1945

BAUN prior to going further south, WESSEL wasg with
GEHLEN at this meeting, the purpose of which was to
inform BAUYW of what {o do once the war was over,
Agreenent was reached regarding the disposition of
both files and personnel, WEJSEL learned for the
first time at these meetings of GEHIEN's plans for
rebuilding the German intelligence organpization;
prior to this time all discussions had bveen within
& -larger frame of. reference, in ferms. of salvaging
files and personnel for the henefit of the West
without a definition of the fubure or outcome of
this step. .

On 21 April 1945 WESSEL, who had been in Zossen nea
Berlin with the task of dissolving the FHO, left
for the aouth, Parts of the files had already been
sent on and WESSEL was still in contaoct with GEHLEYN
and informed of his movements,

On 6 May with the approval of General WINTER, to
whom he was assigned, WESSEL went to the Bavarian
retreat area, to Ruhpolding, GEHLEN, SCHOELLER,
and HINRICHS at,this fime were at the huf near
Schliersee, while raserve officer personnal were at
the Wilde Kalser hut, When attempbs to establish
radioc ‘contact between the three areas were un-
anccesstul, each area was forced to act on its own.
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‘20 May 1945

End of July

¥id Auwgust 1945
”

Late August 1945
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In the middle of ¥ay 1945 rumors reached the re.

treat areas that all German soldiers who were hid-
ing in the moutains would be shot by the Awericans
if caught, since the war was over and there was no
further cause for hiding, Accordingly, and because
there were indicetlons that the Americana knew
about the Location of their hideocuts, on the 21
Marek May the decision wgs made by WESSEL aand the
group with him (NAUCK, .HIEMENZ, RITTER, SCHOENBECK
GOELLNITZ, HOHEISEL, HINDERSIN, von WANGENHEIM and
three typists) to report %o the Ruhpolding W Camp
on the same day, GDHIEN independently reported %o
the Schliersee PYW Camp. According to prior arrange
ment, members of the groups did not indicate any
connaction with members of the other groups. No
contact was established between WESSEL and GEHIEN,

In the next few weeks almost all of the personnel
were released from these canmps, Nine general staff
officers had to remain, however, including WESSEL
and HIEMENZ. .

While. still in a W camp, WESSEL and HIEMENZ on th
5 July were contfacted by John BOKER, who asked
+them to cooperate in work for the Americans,., Since
WESSEL had had no contact with GEHLEN and thus did
not know what decislons GEHIEN might have reached
it. was difficult for him %o reach a decision on co
operation with BOEER, However; BOEEK wdd in pPodses
ion of a‘letter-sigfined by GBEHLEN which proved the
BOXER/GEHIEN relationship eo that further ipde- -
cision was unnecesgary.

Waeks later, in the end of July 1945, WESSEL, HIN-
RIOHS and HIEMENZ met GEHIEN in Wieabaden, at the
Pagenstecher House, wherq GEBHLEN was housed with
FUENER, SCHOELLER, SPRFHANUS and LUETGENDORF,
General GEHIEY to0ld WESSEL that he had met the G-2
of 12th Arm{ Group and had started the work of
rebuilding the Gerwan intelligence apparatus.

On the 2[August the GEBHLEN group was sent to the
United States, WESSEL was left in Wiesbaden foxfthe
express purpose of finding out where BAUN was, and
from this time mntll the end of December 1945 had
no coataot with GBHIEN, largely because of the
treatment received by the GEHLEN group after they
arrived in the S,
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Following the departure of General GEHLEN was trans-
ferred to the Blue House at Oberurvel, and discovered
that BAUN also had been lodged in the neighborhood i.e
in the Camp King, Oberursel. In the courss of discuas-
ions between WESSEL and BAUN which ensued, it was
agreed that BAUN would try to get in touch with his
former co-workers, with or withoubt the consent of
CEHLEN since contact had been out off, 4 clear state-
ment was made to .BAUN by WESSEL at this time, and BAUN
.agreed that any establishment of German intelligence
work for the Americans would ba on the basis of a
unified service, i.e,, that there would be no separat-
ion of the positive intelligence cgllection work from
the military intelligence work ae previously, GEHLEN,
it was also clearly understood, would be the chief of
all the work. BAUN would head the collection staff and
another man, vnnamed, would head evaluation work.
(Although 1% later sppearad that BAUN may have had
mental reservations, at the time of this decision he
gave his ungqualified approval of the orgenization as
outlined %o him by WESSEL).
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