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‘Fig. 1 = View of the Haram Area {from |

IMPORTANT NOTICE.

._Visitors should bear in mind that the whole of the Haram

Ai*éa, and not only its edifices, is sacred to Moslems; and that
_they will be expected to pay due regard to ifs sanctity., In par-
: _thlﬂcbI' they must abstain from smoking anywhere in the Area ,

'f';_and from bringing dogs with them.

The wvisiting-hours are from 1.30 a. m. to 11.30 a. m. daily,

E-'('I*‘J:ul__ays excepted)~and visitors are particqlary requested to leave _
_pﬁnc‘bually at 11.30 so as not fo hinder the observance of the
' midday- prayer. '

Admission may - best. be gained by th(, O'ate known as Bab

ai Silsileh. 1t ‘would save trouble and delay if visitors were to -
;mf;l;e it a point of entering the Haram by that gate.

The. :photoﬁ‘ lphs in this Guido are reproduced by ('om‘tesy of the
Amarman (Jolon:y ' o




T n E HAR AM " --

HISTORICAL SKETGI—E

i’i‘he WOl‘dS al-Haram ._.al_—Sharif Wlnch can - puha,ps, bust e
rendered by “The August Sanctuary”, denote the whole. of “the

- sacred enclosure which it is-the. object of this Guide to describe.”

Its plan is roughly that of a rectangle whose major axis runs from.
north to south; its area is approximately 145,000 square metres. .
If you wish to have some idea of its extent and to see it “whole
before proceeding to examine it in detail, you would be well-
“adviged to begin your visit by walking to 'the north-west corner,

“and there, ascending the flight of steps which lead up to. th(,’:__j'k-:f..'-

disused building on Lhe 1*1ght you will see the whole area spread -

before you. The view shown on the frontispiece (IFig.:1) wasi "’

taken, although at a considerable alfitude, irom Lhe «very 91)ot__.
where you are standing.

- The two prmelpal edifices are the Dome of the Rook, on :a
-raised platform in the middle, and the mosque of al-Agsa against "

the south wall, Other bulidmos which we shall: consider later.lie

-dotted about here and there, On the left, along the ‘east wall 1,110 -

double porials of the Golden Gate appear. On every side, 111,(_3 .
. break the prospect, which lend a peculiar charm fo.the scene, -
~The. sife i$ one ‘of the oldest in the world. Its sanctity ‘dates from::

‘the earliést {(perhaps from pre-historic) times. Ifs identity with 'the'-..:._'j"'
site of Solomon’s Temple is beyond dispute. This, too, is the

. ~gpot, according to the universal belief, on which “David. built

“there an altar unto the Lord and offered burnt offerings -and =

poace offerings”. (1) :

ol Bat, for the purposes of this (“ulde Whibh"@@ﬂﬁﬂ@ ifsélf to -
s the Moslcm period, the starting-point is the year 637 A. D, In that -
~year; the Caliph Omar occupmd Jerusalem and one.of his first -

acts was to repair to this site, which had already become.sacred -
in the eyes of Moslems as the place to which the Prophet was:
“one night miraculougly translated. The site had long since been -
neglected. The Caliph and his four fhousand followcr& found little -
“more than desolation and rubbish. There were the ruined walls

of the Herodian -and Roman periods, the remains of an: uu‘ly-';_

- basilica (probably on the present site of al-Agsa), and the ‘hare
- Rock. Yet from this Tock had the Prophet, aceording to.the tra-
~dition, ascended to heaven on his steed. So the Caliph ordered:a:

~mosque o be erected by ifs side. His orders were executed, and -
-the building was seen and described by Bishop Arculf who visi- -

ted. Jcrusalom about 670 A D. But nie vestige of it remains fo-day;
gaye for the name ”Mesquc of Omar” which is still, but qultc
W10110‘1‘)T sometimes used for the Dome of the Rock. =
With the reign of’ Abdul-Malek ibx Marwan., the Umayy 1d
':68& 700 A D ), the . hlsLory of the preb(,nt bulldmos b(,ﬁms. J_.eru :

e ;(1) . 2 Bamuel XXIV,:QE’!..

i Fig.'2 — The Fountain (Sabil) of Qait Bay




' -'salem w as @ holb cnty, Lo “\Ioslems a8 weH a8, to others, and Lo_--: i
_the energetic and pious caliph its glorification seemed an: obvious, o
“duty. He collected large sums of money, amounting (say the Arab el
~ “historians) o “seven tlmes the revenue of Iig ypi,”, and with that- -
“he built the Dome (691 A, D.), and the mosque of al-Agsa (693
A, D), ‘both “of which, according to medieval Arab travellers and: oo
- chromders, were of unburpassed magnificence. But in subsequent’
years,-the bulidmgs suffered much from earthquake shocks and = oo
under went “various restorations. In the year 407 AJL (1016 A.D. ),_f' e

- an earthquake shock caused the Dome to collapse, and 1t w
" re-erecfed six years later by the Caliph Hakem.

\ A new chapter begins with the capture of Jeruba}un b\' Lhc L
- Crusaders in 1099, ihoy occupied the Haram Area and tarned
“its monuments to different uses. The Dome of the Rock was turned - -
into a church and an .altar erected on the Rock itself, The edifice =
was regarded by them ‘as the veritable Temple of the Lord =
q Temg}i win Doming) from which the nghtb Templar whose Order. -
was formed there take their name. It is interesting to note also’ =
. that, ‘as Temple of the Lord and symbol of the Order,-it served -
as a model for churches which were later erected at- varmus{ﬂ
- places in Lurop(,, such as Aix-la-Chapelle , Metz, Laon, and the:
~Temple Church in London; and that it figures in Raphael’s mmous."'
picture of the “Sposalizio ™ (Bresra, ﬂ[z,i(m,) and, still more rece-:.
gnisably, in the picture of “The Maries at the Sepulchre 7, aftri-. [
buted to IHubert van Eyck, The mosgue of al-Agsa, on the other:
- hand, was transformed into a royal residence known as the Palacc

of bolomon while the wvast substroctures Delow the south-east
{'orner of Lho ‘Area were used by the Knights as stables.

The. end. of this chapter came in 1187, when Saladin ¢ aptured.
Jerusalem and-drove the Crusaders out. Ozzo of his. first acts was

to put back the huildings to their former use as places of Moslem

. worship, and - hc'caubcd every vestige of the Templary’ oocupatwn_;f
~to be removed. At the same time ho carried out ‘imporiant em-
~ bellishments, :In the Dome of the Rock ; he caused the walls to
~ be covered with marble, and set up the - beautiful ‘inscription -
_which may still 'be seen above the open gallery of the cupola,
. He also restored the stucco inerustation of the inner dome, which =

‘remaing fo.this. day. In the mosque of al- Agsa, he cmued out
restoration -and Lmbelhshmentb of Wlnch the ch]ef were -the fine

mosaics on the drum of the dome a,nd the heatiful pulpn dd—__'.

- joining the prayer-niche.

. v.The Haram Area has 1‘c,ma1ncd in Moslun imnds ever since.
I‘er although Jerusalem was again. occupied by the  Crusaders. -
1220 - 1944), yet. their occeupation -did- not ‘extend ‘to the sacred: ™
.'..'_'mcloburo which it:had ‘been:agreed should: remain in Moslent:
L poss(,,sszon During. the three oeuturzeb which toliowc,d vamousf: _
.. Yepairs and &dd]th}}% were.made; but the most 1mp0rta11t restos

ration was that which was. calrled out, after the Turkish congues

ln the reign of ‘Sulaiman.the Mag mﬂcont (1520-1566). This sultan,

: whose vorks are -still o be iound all over the Holy City, carvied:
out -4 wholesale renovation of the Dome of the Rock, A large part:
~of the decoration .in glazed tiles upon the ‘exterior- of the 5111‘111@-*"

‘md most oi the wmdowe were. added duun0 hlb reign., hmco then

‘Fig. 3 — The Southern Arcades (Mawazin) and Plpit of Burhaneddin =~




©tation of it larger brother. The voof 'which supports the Dome

B
both luildings have undergone different restoraticts which have
- for the mest part ‘marred rather -than enhanced their beauty.
This. is more - pariden’arly the catce with the tiles on the exterior

" ~of the Dome of the Rock, which the “hand of the. restorer: has. "
here and there slhifted or replaced most unhappily; and it is the’

"--prebent corcern of the authorities of the Haram to try and undo. -
the damage and restore to these dc‘(,orall\*c Ioaturcs somot}nnn“-
-of ihen' fmmer harmony ' ' : -

THE D(]NIE OF THE ROCK

- Fhe Dome of the Rock stands ort an irregular platform whose .-

level is some 12 feet above that of the Area, Tt is approached
from every side by flights of broad steps surmounted at the lan-
ding by graceful <L1‘(,ades (Fig. 8) known as Mawazin, fhat is o

say- ‘scales’, hecause of the tr aditional belief that on th(—yl):-ly- of el

CJudgment  the seales of good and evil will be suspended “there. -
Having ascended the steps on the raised platform, you should,
before entering the edifice, walk around it and examine it from
- the outside ﬁl‘bt Its plan is that of a regular octagon inscribed. .
in a cirele of 177 1. diameter. Tt has iour entrances,  cach “of -
which faces one of the poinis of the compass: on the W’est the Bad -
wl-Gharl, or-west gate; on the north, the Bad al- ]’(mwa, or-gate
of 1?&1‘1(115(, on the-east, the Bab Daud, or gate of David; Tnd

on the soulh, the Bab ai-Qibla or south ¢ ate. This last n‘ite fixes: -

the direction in which prayers are to be sa1d, namely the direc:
tion of Mecca, The walls of the building are decorated with marble
facings on the lower courses and with coioured glazed tiles above.

- The tlleb which form this deceration date for the most part from
the end of the reign of Sulaiman the Magnificent (v. page 6) when =

. the art of -Oriental ceramic decoration was perhaps at its height.
Unfortunately, a great many of the original files have fallen off,
and others have at various times been set in their stead without
apparent regard.for the harmony either of colour or pattern. Still,

the. effect is striking and, especially in certain lights, beautiful

The irieze is 1115(,1'1}30(1 w;ih verses from the Koran. Above rests.
the Dome, as rebuilt by the Caliph Hakem in 1022, slightly ‘flat-
fened on-one side, and surmownted by :the Ol‘esrent The edifice

jtself iz substantially ‘that which was erected by *Abdul-Malek ibn - '
“Marwan ; ‘but the outer ‘decorations that -we have just seen- are

mostly duo to Sulaiman the Magnificent; and to. later restorers. .

o+ -On the east side of the Dome of the Rock, facing the Bub Daued,’
~or gate of David, stands an ‘clegant little edifice, d]‘:O surmount
by ra dome, whwh looks at fn’st sight like .2 miniature wprusen bRy

-and-its drum regts on two coneentric rows of columns nmlher ot

* - which is. encased by walls. On the south side is a milrad, that
_Is tosay the . prayer-recess,” The. cdifice is variously Knowi SR
CMahhamat Doewd, (e, Tribunal of David) and  Qubbat al-Silsileh

+i. e. Dome of the (*hdm), from t_hc_]egeudary helief that on its s1tc.-_-
was -a place of Judgment where verdiets were given by ‘a mir

' -_'Cﬂlous cham I‘or as fhe looond lms 11 . dmm WA onge auspol

Fig. 4 = The Dome of the Tock (frem lhe Nerth-Fasl)




' ;_ 10 __

zdul 110111 heavcn over ims spot fo w hwh 1t was the pr u,tice"in i
g b()lomons time to appeal in cases of conflicting - evidence. Kach
S witness was made ‘to grasp the ‘chain in turn: . if he succeeded in
o holding it, his truthfulness was thereby vindicated, but if it eluded
" his grasp, then he was a manifest liar, The odmcc, is said by bom(,'j'.- :

hlswmans to ‘be -contemporaneous with the Dome of the : Rock:;

‘but it is ‘an -established: fact that it ‘has . been rebuilf more {han
©once, albeit with the original columuns, which are in the Byzantine -
~style and “were - undoubtediy taken from older buildings. Their: .. ..

number has varied : at the present time there are dcveu in: t_ho
- out(,r, and six in the inner, rows. {TFig. 4)

e ‘We. will now enter-the Dome of the Rock (Qubbal al- Saklw a,)_z
by the west. gate. The metal doors on either side of the enfrance.
~are worthy of notice ; . an inscription which was only recently
~discovered  proves th(,m to ‘have been made and set up durnw
the reign of the Mameluke Sultan Qaitbay, towards the end’ oi'_' S
the XV Lh century. A few steps further, we find ourselves in the -

interior of the building. At first sight it is almost too dark-to see;

Cbut as the eye gels used to ‘the subdued light, the Dbeauty of {hc,
strocture and ih,(, splendour of ‘the ornamentation. reveal themsel-
“ves, In the centre, vertically helow the dome, is the Sacred Rock,
~an irregular mass of yellowish stone. This is where the Crusaders T

“had setup an altar and traces can still be seen of the steps which
once. led up 1o it. The dome rests on an inner system of plers

and columns forming a circle and connected with cauh other by

S wrought-iron

_rzllo dating from the XIith.

century — a unique -

remnant of the

Jrusaders” decorations.

This inner row is formed -

- of four rectangular piers, beautifully adorned with marble facings -
dating from the XVth. ‘century, -and twelve monolithic columns.
with Byzantine capitals carrying semicircolar arches. Above is the.
Arum - with. its rich mosalcs, its delicate inseription on bands and -
medallions; and 18 windows ;- while, resting on the drum above: -

‘the .c_lerc-zsiory windows, is the inner ( wooden) cupola, with -ts
_1‘911’131'2{;1131@ stucco “ornamentation, ordered by Saladin in 1189.:

‘Concentric with the inner system wich we bave just des-.

_u‘lbc,d is the outer octagonal row of piers and columns

s supporting

e voof. The plers in. this row

are eight in number

md are-of

‘massive. size, covered with XVih. century marble facings

s while,

“the (,o_lmnns,' of which, there

are sigteen,

are mwarble meno_liths '

©otaken from some older huilding » probably “Hadrian’s Temple of -
-._;Jupiter The capitals, which arc of warying design, belong to .the::.
late Crseco-Roman ‘or the early  Byzantine period. Above ‘each:

capital is an

abacus “on which rests the decorated beam whiclh:

oci,aﬂon and serves as

an

“anchor”.

“heam from:

Cruns round the

= pier-fo pier-—an inter osimg, architectural feature, probably of Arab.
~origin, which is characteristic of the earliest mosques. Between
- each pair of piers are three arches. richly adorned with old mo-.
csaie. dating, (n\(‘op{ for certain later. re,s{ommons drom the: Nlthe
scentury. Above dsia narrow band of bine tiles. on which runs an:

“insc mmon dn-gold ‘Cafie letters, which is of greal -historical im

Cportance, for it records the date of the (Onsi,rucllon of the edifice.
-t_'md the name of the builder, with a chrenological -inconsequéence:
72:and the:

which “tells. its “own tale.

“The date s given.as A H,-

CFig:'3 — The Rock




ran ‘obvious anachronism, of which the wplanatlon is. that the

“oand eut away towards the inside in such a way that the opeunings”

. nally Dbuilt-in commerioration of the Prophet’s miracalous ascen-.:'-

=-‘_f1r0adcs on 1ts southern  side, passing on the way the ‘marble:

- iacfacade of sevel “poinied -arches ; corresponding to the Jseven

“name as-that oi the C ahph al- Mamun who 1'eloned in A H 197'218

-_-name of the, later Caliph was substituted for that of his predeces—
sor, ?Abdul-Malek ‘ibn Marwan , the real builder of the Dome -of
: _thc Rock, while the ‘original .date remained unchanged. :

SO ',th_.w alls of the edifice, which as we have seen form - # Te-
- gular octagon ; are covered ‘with marble slabs and pierced with
- vsndows dating, for the most part, from Sulaiman’s restorations,
The slabs ‘are of beautiful marble specially chosen for its SmMOooth-
- ness and -Temarkable veining. The windows are made of pldstel,
~and -their pattern consists o_i an ‘intricate openwork tracery -in
. which are inserted bits of coloured glass. The effect is one of
. great softness and richriess of colour, and this is partly. due to .
the sldll with which the tracery is hollowed out of " the ‘plaster

. become provided with & kind oi cone for. the softer - dlff‘ualon of
- Lhc) rays of light. R R

A detailed (lgb(,rxpuon of the: Dome of the Rock would be"'.
beyond- the scope of this ‘Gaide. Its principal features have been
“meéntioned and described in sufficient detail, it is believed, to give.,
“the visitor an adequate summary of its hlhf..()l“\’ and_ some. ]10113_1
.Lowu*ds thc, appieuatmn of’ 1ts magnificence. S

'THE MOSO.UE OF AL- AO.SA

Lezwnlo' the Domc of the Rock by the west gate, the v1s1t01‘-.'-:.'_
will notice, some 50 ye ards away on the right, a ««ma}l octagonal..

domed edifice of semi-oriental and semi-Gothic appearance. This
s the ‘Qudbal wl-Mi’raj or Dome of the Ascension. It was origi--

“giony,. and ‘rebuiltiin its present form about the year 1200 A, D.,'_':.'
that is o say some thirteen years after the capture of the Holy:

City by Saladin and at a time when Gothic influence in building, -

 which had been imported by the Crusaders, was stﬂ[ abits. hmo‘ht
“The monument is not open to visitors, '

“Turning towards the.south, we cross the piatiorm 0. the---'-f

opulpit of Burhaneddin ( Fig. 8.) which was buiit by the judge.of.
Cthat nmame in the middie of the XVth. "century. The pulpzt 18
werowned by a dome .supported by trefoil arches resting on columns,
and s an interesting as well as a beautiful L\d.mpl(, of the work:
of that period. chond the pulpit are the steps leading ‘Gow 1o
‘the court of the mosque -of al-Agsa. Tmnn,dmtdy in front 1& thet
fountain “of. ablutions; and beyond that is the mosque itself. '
: The' porel; - which is the most recent -part of the bmldm
- avas added by the Sultan ‘al-Ma azzam , a nephew of Saladin, 111
- the ! XIth. century. An inscription above the  middle ‘archway
recordb the date as 634 A.H. (1286 A.D.). The perch. CO]lblSt‘a of

front. doors of the mosque , and - affords yet-another emmple 01
the Crusaders’ influence, although not .a very happy one.. = .
The interior of the mosque is unfortunately-only partl

“The Al—Aqsa'Moéqué (front)

. Fig. 6




mbl(, o wsn,or.s at’ the pre%ent tIme on account ot tho' const

“have);, dormed by two rows of massive columns with capitals;,
““the oldest part of the mosque. ~On either side of it, is an aisle

~.“both <of “which “date “also from the earliest period; ‘the ‘outside
~aisles are of. more recent costruction. The (,olumns -of the nave '
were. probably taken from Justinian’s basilica; while the capitals; -
: _win(,h Are moatl) of the acanthus-leaf and wzc'ker work patterng.;
date from - Byzanfine times and are probably ('011L01nporan(,oub )

-with the constraction of the mosque itself. The columns- support

& system. of peinted arches of which the exact date is not known

~for certain, Their pointed form, however, shows plainly that they

“belong to a later period than thc, VIIth. celmu‘y for:in that period -
the pomtcd form had not yet been evolved and the horse-shoe arch,
as we have seen in the inferior of the Dome of the Rock, was

sstill prevalent. The columns are connected by wooden tie-beams

which as we have seen {page 10) is a device characteristic of early Nt '

CArab monuments. Above the arches are two rows of windows;
‘the lower open on-to the inner aisles, the upper are (jorustmy_
windows admitting air and light from the outside. (Fig. 7). -

- Above the crossing stands the dome resting on a. circular’ - -

'-drum supported by e .system of arches and pendentives, which
are themselves borne at ‘the tour corners by groups of pillars and

- capitals. The dome, ‘which is of wood protected on the outside -
~ by o covering of. lea,d sheeting, is ornamented with .a handsome- .

“stucco. 111(1'ustdt1013 of the same style as that of the dome of the =~

“Qubbat “al-Sakhra. - This decoration may , like its counterpart. in v

-the Sakhra, date from the time of Saladin; but be this as it may,

it was’ completely - renovated , if not a(,tually made in the first
- instance, by the Sultan Mubammad ibn Qalaun in the year T28: 7.
AL (152 7 A.D.), as the beautiful inscription on the blue band = -
“around .the cupola testifies, The drum and the four arches with
- their pendentives are covered with a beautiful mosaic on a gold:=
ground dating from the ‘end of the XIlth. century, that is to BAY- Lo

from the restoration carried out by Saladin (v. page 6).

To the west of the crossing runs the broad fransept with its :
-colonmade of pillars taken from older buildings. A few interesting

: Byaantsne capitals of ‘wicker-work design are worfh noticing. The

. transept is continued.into a vaulted gallu‘y ‘which dates from ‘the

. ~occupation of the (,ru_sadu‘;w, and was used as. quarters by the
- Knights. Templar. R ' ' Co L

"-v]e)‘ant marble columns. According to an inscription in mosaic

qhovc the niche, the work is due io Saladin. To the right of the
mihrab stands a handsome pulpit made of wood and. bcaumiuliy;___'
~ornamented Swith inlaid -ivory.and -mother-of-pearl, I was made:

“in Aleppo, as the inscription on it testifies, by the Sultan Nureddin

in the vear 1168 AD., and was brounht to Jerusalem Dby order:

- of Saladin towards the end of the centurv Above ’rll{, pr 1yer-n_i'clg_(,
care: Wlndows (1411110 irom {he }\VILh century 3 S

._de rable repairs ‘which have ‘to be: Camed out to that part of the
.,__buudmn which " supports the dome. Bui visitors are - admitted” to
“thenave and “aisles “and can ‘gain ‘some ‘idea of the Whole._’l‘hc“

..+ The mihrab (or prayer recess) in the south wall, facing the
‘nave, is ornamented with mosaics and flanked -with slu;dw and--::.

Fig. Tu—" The Al-Agsa Mosque (interior).




'.:Amt__ where a staircase leads. down in to the vast.subterranean

been associated with Jesus Christ’s infancy. This -belief was pre-

THE SUBSTRUCTURES

Clenlin ]owmﬂ the mosquu of a]ns&qm by the - front (,ntlem(,
Cotuvnto the leit and proceed to the south-cast corper of the Jlamm

substuctures known as Solomon’s Stables. The first flight of stey
“takes us down to the small chamber, now  used as a place .of
‘Moslem worship, which was helieved in medieval ‘times to hav

valent long - before the advent of the Crusaders  and - was subse-
guently ac,ceptod by them: In the angle bebween the west: and
ghe south walls of the chamber is a little dome borne upon*four:
“marble columns; and uaderneath the dome is a small niche.lying
“horizontally, which was believed in early times to have been the
CCradle of Chadst and 1_0101‘30(1 to under that name. by sever %l :
._'_Arth historians. ' ' S :

In the Wost wall of the cha,mbor,- a door op(,ns 111Lo a smn- :
case descending to Solomon’s Stables. This is & vast substerrancan -
“chamber, of rounhlv rectangular shape, of which the chief f(’atur
~is the.imposing size of the pierd.. Of these, there are fifteen TOWs -
of varying size and height sapporting the vaults on which rests
the roof.. Little is known for certain of the early hlstory of the::
Cichamber itself. It dates probably as far back as Thb construction
of Solomon’s Temple. According to- Josephus, it was in existence
and was used as a place of r(\m o by the Jews at the time: of
the conquest of Jerusalem by Pitus in the year 70 A, . "Wealso
know that this space was used by the Knights Teniplar as stables,
“and. the Roles to whicl they 1(,t}101"od their horses can -still: be .
seen in the masonry of the piers. Such “evidence as is afforded:
Sy the wmasonyy itself, and more pm‘imuhuh by the: contm

between . the lower md the uppey - courses of f the. lcugel piers
would tend to show that fhey belong to two distinct periods, and
- that the wupper - parts - and the vaults - were of Amb consuuctmn-j.
_Superunposed upon anucnt foundations, '

. The substructures .suppmimg thc, ]]EL\’(‘ of the moscluc oi.
Cal Aq%a are nof accessible. : :

L The bcst wav oui is across the esplanade, past.the porch
. of . the mosque. of al- Agsa, and back to the Bab -al-Silsileh. An-
alternative would be to continue northwards: past the! J%ab dl
Silsifeh to the ‘gate known as. .Bud al-Quitunin, a handsome. gate
L Codating from the reign of Sultan Mihammad ibn Qalaun (1336 A 1,
wand valcal of XIVih -century Arab ‘work, To the south-east-o
“rghis gate ds the Sebil (or dvinking fountain) budlt - <Lbou[ the ye:
1460 AU DL by the Mameluke Sulian * Qaithay — an- attractwe”
~ “bhuilding ; perfect of-its kind. (Fig. 2y, -~ -0 S
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