
The Palestinian- (Jewish/) Israel Conflict, 1900s- Present

Dr. David Tal, Spring 2007

January 18- Orientation and Introduction

January 25- Nationalism

Discussion:

Eric J. Hobsbawm, Nations and nationalism since 1780: programme, myth, reality

(Cambridge, 1992), pp. 1-13 (On the shelf in my office).

Yael Tamir, "The Right to National Self-Determination," Tomis Kaputan,

Philosophical Perspectives on the Israeli- Palestinian Conflict (New York,

1997), pp. 47-70.

February 1- Two Identities: (1) The Rise of the Zionist Movement

Discussion:

"Theodor Herzl: The Jewish State," Walter Laqueur and Barry Rubin, The Israeli-

Arab Reader (New York, 1985), pp. 6-11.

Alan Dowty, Israel/Palestine (Cambridge, 2005), pp. 21-44.

Derek J. Penslar, "Herzl And The Palestinian Arabs: Myth and Counter-Myth,"

Journal of Israeli History 24:1, (2005) pp. 65-77 (Copy from the Library).

DS149 .V52 / David Vital, Zionism, the formative years.

February 8- Two Identities: (2) The Rise of the Palestinian National Movement

Discussion:

Ephraim Karsh, Empires of the Sand: The Struggle for Mastery in the Middle

East, 1789-1923 (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1999), pp. 171-354.

Rashid Khalidi, Palestinian Identity (New York, 1997), pp. 145-176.

The future of Palestine, [prepared by the Arab Office], (Westport: Hyperion Press,

1976), pp. xix- 17.

Muhammad Muslih, "Arab Politics and the Rise of Palestinian Nationalism,"

Journal of Palestinian Studies 64 (Summer 1987) [on line].



Reading:

Sylvia Haim, Arab nationalism; an anthology (Berkeley: University of California

Press, 1974), pp. 3-74.

February 22- The origins of the Palestinian -Jewish Conflict: the

Political/Diplomatic Dimension

Discussion:

Dowty, Israel/Palestine pp. 1-20.

Water Laqueur and Barry Rubin (edts) The Israel- Arab Reader (New York,

1985) pp. 12- 42:

The Sykes- Picot Agreement.

The MacMahon Letter

The Balfour Declaration

The Feisal – Weizmann agreement and Feisal – Frnakfurter Letters

Recommendation of the King- Crane Commission

Memorandum Presented to the King- Crane Commission by the General Syrian

Congress.

The British Mandate

March 1- The origins of the Palestinian -Jewish Conflict: the Military and

Economic Dimensions

Discussion:

Kenneth W. Stein, “The Jewish National Fund: Land Purchase Methods and

Priorities, 1924 – 1939," Middle Eastern Studies, Volume 20 Number 2 (April

1984) pp. 190-205

John Ruedy, "Dynamics of Land Alienation," in Ibrahim Abu- Lughod, The

Transformation of Palestine (Evanston, Northwestern University Press, 1971),

pp. 119 - 138.

Avraham Sela, "The "Wailing Wall" Riots (1929) As A Watershed in the

Palestine Conflict," Muslim World 84:1-2 (1994), pp. 60-94 (Copy from the

Library)



Ted Swedenburg, Memories of Revolt: The 1936-1939 Rebellion and the

Palestinian National Past, (Minneapolis, 1995), pp. 76-137

March 8- The Jewish - Palestinian War, 1947-8.

Discussion:

Jamal al Husayni: Testimony on Palestinian Arab Reaction to the UNSCOP

Proposal, September 29, 1947, in Charles Smith, Palestine and the Arab-

Israeli Conflict (Boston: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2001), (fourth edition), pp. 215-

217. (DS119.7 .S618)

Rashid Khalidi, "The Palestinians and 1948: the Underlying Causes of Failure," in

Eugene L. Rogan and Avi Shlaim, The War for Palestine (Cambridge:

Cambridge University Press, 2001) pp. 12-36. (DS126.9 .R49)

David Tal, “The Forgotten War: The Jewish- Palestinian Strife in Palestine,

December 1947- May 1948.” Israel Affairs, Vol. 6, no. 3-4, (Spring/Summer

2000), pp. 3-21.

Benny Morris, "The Origins of the Palestinian Refugee Problem," Laurence J.

Silberstein (edt.), New Perspectives on Israeli History (New York, 1991), pp.

42-56.

Kenneth W. Stein, "One Hundreds Years of Social Change: The Creation of the

Palestinian Refugee Problem," Silberstein (edt.), New Perspectives on Israeli

History, pp. 57-81.

GA Resolution 194, December 11, 1948.

Reading:

David Tal, War in Palestine, 1948: Strategy and Diplomacy (Routledge: London

and New York, 2004), pp. 41- 143.

March 22- Years of Decline

Discussion:

Khalidi, Palestinian Identity, pp. 177-209.

Yezid Sayigh, Armed Struggle and the Search for State: The Palestinian National

Movement, 1949-1993 (Oxford, 1997), pp. 35-57.



Moshe Shemesh, "The Palestinian Society in the Wake Of the 1948 War: From

Social Fragmentation to Consolidation," Israel Studies 9(1): (2004), 86-100

(on line)

March 29- The Armed Struggle

Discussion:

Yezid Sayigh, "Palestinian Armed Struggle: Means And Ends," Journal of

Palestine Studies 16:1 (1987), 95-112 (On Line).

The Palestinian National Charter, July 1968, Water Laqueur and Barry Rubin

(edts.) The Israel- Arab Reader (New York, 1985) pp. 366-372.

David Tal, "The International Dimension of PFLP-GC Activity," INTER –

International Terrorism in 1989 (Tel-Aviv, 1990), pp. 61-77.

April 5- The First Initifida

Discussion:

Ruth Margolies Beitler, "The Intifada: Palestinian Adaptation to Israeli

Counterinsurgency Tactics," Terrorism and Political Violence, 7(2) (1995) 49-

73.

Samyh K. Farsoun and Masseer H. Aruri, Palestine and the Palestinians

(Westview, 2006), pp. 207-238.

Sayigh, Armed Struggle and the Search for State, pp. 607-637

April 12- Winds of Change?

Discussion:

Palestinian National Council Declaration of Independence, November 14, 1988.

Muhammad Muslih, "Towards Coexistence: An Analysis Of The

Resolutions Of The Palestine National Council," Journal of Palestine Studies

19:4, (1990), pp. 3-29 (On Line).

April 19 - The Oslo Accords

Discussion:

Laura Z. Eisenberg and Neil Caplan, Negotiating Arab Israeli Peace

(Bloomington, 1998), pp. 210-216, Doc. 12 & 13.

Bill Clinton, My Life (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2004), pp. 911-916.



Dennis Ross, The Missing Peace: The Inside Story Of The Fight for Middle East

Peace (New York, 2004), pp. 88-136.

Sayigh, Armed Struggle and the Search for State, 638-662.

April 26- From Camp David to the Intifada:

Discussion:

Farsoun and Aruri, Palestine and the Palestinians¸ pp. 275-300.

Ross, The Missing Peace, pp. 549-758.

Edward Said, The End of the Peace Process (New York, 2000), 312-321.

Sergio Catignani, "The Strategic Impasse In Low-Intensity Conflicts: The Gap

Between Israeli Counter-Insurgency Strategy And Tactics During The Al-

Aqsa Intifada," The Journal Of Strategic Studies, Vol:28 Iss:1 (2005), pp. 57 -

75 ((Copy from the Library).

May 3- Is Peace Possible?

Discussion:

Avraham Sela, "Politics, Identity And Peacemaking: The Arab Discourse On

Peace With Israel In The 1990s," Israel Studies, vol:10 iss:2 (2005), 15 -71


