Congress of the United States
WHashington, BE 20515
June 27, 2008

The Honorable George W. Bush
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington. DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We commend you for your leadership in promoting peace negotiations between Isracl
and the Palestinians. The State of Isracl has much to celebrate—and be proud of—in the sixty
years since it was established. Yet tragically. in those six decades, Israel has yet to enjoy one
day of real peace. We wish you the best of luck in your efforts, and genuinely hope they will lead
to positive results.

We are, however, deeply concerned about recent negative developments in the area. The
first is the situation in Gaza. As you know so well, Israelis living along the border with Gaza
have been bombarded with unprovoked rocket fire virtually every day since Israel withdrew
from Gaza in August. 2005. Palestinian terrorists have fired over 4,000 rockets and mortars from
Gaza into southern Israel during that period, terrorizing the population of Sderot and other border
towns. They have killed over a dozen innocent Israelis, and have injured or traumatized
thousands more. Living a normal life in these towns has become impossible. Such deadly threats
to Isracli civilians on a daily basis are unjustifiable and intolerable.

Compounding this problem, Ilamas, which took over Gaza in an illegal coup last year
and remains committed to Israel’s destruction. has been rapidly improving the training and
equipping of its forces. Aided by Iranian funding and support, Hamas has been reportedly
smuggling longer-range and more destructive rockets, anti tank missiles, anti aircraft missiles
and other sophisticated weapons into Gaza. while Hamas personnel reportedly have been
actively training in Iranian camps. Such a rapid military buildup 1s a growing military threat to
Isracl and increasingly threatens Israeli civilians. At the same time. Hamas is expanding its
inventory of longer range Katyusha rockets that are able to reach larger cities like Ashkelon, with
a population of a quarter of a million. While you were in Israel celebrating its 60™ anniversary. a
Katyusha rocket from Gaza struck a mall in Ashkelon. wounding 90 civilians, including several
children. Hamas has also acted against the interests of Gaza’s population by attacking the
civilian infrastructure used to provide humanitarian assistance such as food and fuel, and using
innocent Palestinians as human shields by carrying out their rocket and other attacks from
Palestinian civilian population centers.

While Israel and Hamas have agreed to a period of calm in Gaza, it is very fragile. Just

six days after this period began, on June 24, Islamic Jihad terrorists fired a barrage of rockets
into Israel; Hamas neither prevented nor condemned this action.
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Israel has demonstrated enormous restraint in the face of this constant provocation. Few
countries in the world would have tolerated such risks to their populations. Nevertheless, Israel.
like any other nation, has the right — and the obligation - to defend her citizens from external
threats. As Israel struggles to deal with the growing challenges from Gaza, it becomes all the
more important for us to continue to support openly and publicly Israel’s right to self defense.
We particularly urge you to continue to stand by Israel at the United Nations - where too many
countries refuse to acknowledge Israel’s right to act in her own defense - and to veto any one-
sided U.N. resolution.

Finally, we must express our deepest disappointment at the inadequate response of most
of the Arab world to the efforts of Israel and the Palestinians to reach a negotiated agreement.
We had anticipated more from nations which claim that reaching such an agreement is one of
their top priorities. We find it hard to comprehend why those Arab states that are flush with oil
revenues cannot provide meaningful financial assistance to the Palestinian Authority. Instead,
they offered only meager pledges at last year’s donors” conference, and most of those have yet to
be met. Saudi Arabia, which thanks to oil revenues had a budget SURPLUS in 2007 of
$47.6 billion, has provided a paltry $61.6 million to the Palestinian Authority. That is not a
serious commitment to this process. Furthermore, most Arab states have done virtually nothing
to advance a policy of recognition of Israel or reconciliation with Israel. They have also not
provided the type of public political support Palestinian leaders will need in order to make the
necessary compromises for peace. We must make it clear to our Arab friends that this process
cannot succeed without their active financial, moral and political support, and that they bear a
large responsibility for its success — or failure.

Mr. President, we know you face many challenges in the Middle East and elsewhere over
the next few months. We urge you to continue your efforts to advance the [srael/Palestinian
negotiations, to support Israel’s right to self defense against the growing threats from Gaza, and
demand that the Arab states do far more to support those negotiations. We look forward to
working with you to advance these critical objectives.

Sincerely,

WARD L. BERMAN

LEANA ROSLEHTINE |
Ranking Member, Committée on Chairman, Committee on
Foreign Affairs Foreign Affairs
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Gary L. Ackerman (NY)
Tomas H. Allen (ME)
Jason Altmire (PA)
Robert E. Andrews (NJ)
Michael A. Arcuri (NY)
Joe Baca (CA)

Michele Bachman (MN)
Spencer Bachus (AL)

J. Gresham Barrett (SC)
Roscoe G. Bartlett (MD)
Shelly Berkley (NV)
Howard L. Berman (CA)
Brian P. Bilbray (CA)
Rob Bishop (UT)
Sanford D. Bishop Jr. (GA)
Timothy H. Bishop (NY)
Marsha Blackburn (TN)
Roy Blunt (MO)

Jo Bonner (AL)

Mary Bono Mack (CA)
John Boozman (AR)
Madeleine Z. Bordallo (GU)
Dan Boren (OK)
Leonard L. Boswell (IA)
Allen Boyd (FL)

Nancy E. Boyda (KS)
Robert A. Brady (PA)
Bruce L. Braley (IA)
Paul Broun (GA)
Corrine Brown (FL)
Ginny Brown-Waite (FL)
Vern Buchanan (FL)
Michael C. Burgess (TX)
Dan Burton (IN)

Steve Buyer (IN)

Ken Calvert (CA)

Dave Camp (MI)

John Campbell (CA)
Chris Cannon (UT)

Eric Cantor (VA)
Shelley Moore Capito (WV)
Dennis A. Cardoza (CA)
Russ Carnahan (MO)
Christopher P. Camney (PA)
Michael N. Castle (DE)
Kathy Castor (FL)



Don Cazayoux (LA)
Steve Chabot (OH)

Ben Chandler (KY)
Emanuel Cleaver (MO)
Howard Coble (NC)
Steve Cohen (TN)

Tom Cole (OK)

K. Michael Conaway (TX)
Jim Cooper (TN)

Jim Costa (CA)

Jerry F. Costello (IL)
Joe Courtney (CT)
Joseph Crowley (NY)
Henry Cuellar (TX)
John Abney Culberson (TX)
Elijjah E. Cummings (MD)
Artur Davis (AL)

Danny K. Davis (IL)
David Davis (TN)
Lincoln Davis (TN)
Susan A. Davis (CA)
Rosa L. Delauro (CT)
Lincoln Diaz-Balart (FL)
Mario Diaz-Balart (FL)
Norman D. Dicks (WA)
Joe Donnelly (IN)
Michael F. Doyle (PA)
Thelma D. Drake (VA)
Chet Edwards (TX)

Brad Ellsworth (IN)
Eliot L. Engel (NY)
Anna G. Eshoo (CA)
Bob Etheridge (NC)

Eni F. H. Faleomavaega (AS)
Mary Fallin (OK)

Sam Farr (CA)

Chakkah Fattah (PA)
Tom Feeney (FL)

Mike Ferguson (NJ)

Bob Filner (CA)

Jeff Flake (AZ)

Randy J. Forbes (VA)
Louis G. Fortuno (PR)
Vito J. Fossella (NY)
Bill Foster (IL)

Virginia Foxx (NC)



Bamey Frank (MA)

Trent Franks (AZ)

Rodney P. Frelinghuysen (NJ)
Elton Gallegly (CA)

Jim Gerlach (PA)
Gabrielle Giffords (AZ)
Kirsten E. Gillibrand (NY)
Louie Gohmert (TX)
Charles A. Gonzalez (TX)
Virgil H. Goode Jr. (VA)
Bob Goodlatte (VA)

Bart Gordon (TN)

Kay Granger (TX)

Sam Graves (MO)

Gene Green (TX)

Phil Hare (IL)

Jane Harman (CA)

Alcee L Hastings (FL)
Robin Hayes (NC)

Dean Heller (NV)

Jeb Hensarling (TX)
Wally Herger (CA)
Stephanie Herseth Sandlin (SD)
Brian Higgins (NY)

Baron P. Hill (IN)

Paul W. Hodes (NH)

Tim Holden (PA)

Rush Holt (NJ)

Michael M. Honda (CA)
Steny H. Hoyer (MD)
Steve Israel (NY)

Jesse L. Jackson Jr. (IL)
Henry C. “Hank”™ Johnson Jr. (GA)
Timothy V. Johnson (IL)
Jim Jordan (OH)

Steve Kagen (WI)

Dale E. Kildee (MI)

Pete King (NY)

Steve King (I1A)

Jack Kingston (GA)

Mark Steven Kirk (IL)

Ron Klein (FL)

John Kline (MN)

Joe Knollenberg (MI)
John R. "Randy"” Kuhl, Jr. (NY)
Doug Lamborn (CO)



Nick Lampson (TX)
James R. Langevin (RI)
Rick Larsen (WA)

John B. Larson (CT)

Tom Latham (1A)

Sander Levin (MI)

Jerry Lewis (CA)

John Lewis (GA)

Daniel Lipinski (IL)
Frank A. LoBiondo (NJ)
Nita M. Lowey (NY)
Daniel E. Lungren (CA)
Connie Mack (FL)

Tim Mahoney (FL)
Carolyn B. Maloney (NY)
Donald A. Manzullo (IL)
Kenny Marchant (TX)

Jim Marshall (GA)

Jim Matheson (UT)

Doris O. Matsui (CA)
Carolyn McCarthy (NY)
Kevin McCarthy (CA)
Michael T. McCaul (TX)
Thaddeus G. McCotter (M)
Patrick T. McHenry (NC)
John M. McHugh (NY)
Cathy McMorris Rodgers (WA)
Jerry McNemey (CA)
Michael R. McNulty (NY)
Kendrick B. Meek (FL)
Charlie Melancon (LA)
John L. Mica (FL)
Michael H. Michaud (ME)
Brad Miller (NC)
Candace §S. Miller (MI)
Gary G. Miller (CA)

Jeff Miller (FL)

Harry E. Mitchell (AZ)
Dennis Moore (KS)

Jerry Moran (KS)
Christopher S. Murphy (CT)
Patrick J. Murphy (PA)
Tim Murphy (PA)

Marilyn N. Musgrave (CO)
Sue Wilkens Myrick (NC)
Jerrold Nadler (NY)



Devin Nunes (CA)
Solomon P. Ortiz (TX)
Frank Pallone Jr. (NJ)
Bill Pascrell Jr. (NJ)

Ed Pastor (AZ)

Mike Pence (IN)

Collin C. Peterson (MN)
Todd Russell Platts (PA)
Ted Poe (TX)

Earl Pomeroy (ND)

Jon C. Porter (NV)

Tom Price (GA)

Deborah Pryce (OH)
Adam Putnam (FL)
George Radanovich (CA)
Jim Ramstad (MN)

David G. Reichert (WA)
Rick Renzi (AZ)

Ciro D. Rodriguez (TX)
Peter.J. Roskam (IL)
lleana Ros-Lehtinen (FL)
Mike Ross (AR)

Steven R. Rothman (NJ)
Lucille Roybal-Allard (CA)
Edward R. Royce (CA)

C. A. Dutch Ruppersberger (MD)
Paul Ryan (WI)

John T. Salazar (CO)
Linda T. Sanchez (CA)
John P. Sarbanes (MD)
Jim Saxton (NJ)

Steve Scalise (LA)

Janice D. Schakowsky (IL)
Adam B. Schiff (CA)
Jeanne Schmidt (OH)
Pete Sessions (TX)

Joe Sestak (PA)

Allyson Y. Schwartz (PA)
David Scott (GA)

Robert C. “Bobby” Scott (VA)
John B. Shadegg (AZ)
Christopher Shays (CT)
Heath Shuler (NC)

Bill Shuster (PA)

Michael K. Simpson (ID)
Albio Sires (NJ)



Ike Skelton (MO)
Christopher H. Smith (NJ)
Lamar S. Smith (TX)
Hilda L. Solis (CA)
Zachary T. Space (OH)
Jackie Speier (CA)

Cliff Stearns (FL)

Bart Stupack (MI)

John Sullivan (OK)
Betty Sutton (OH)

John S. Tanner (TN)
Ellen O. Tauscher (CA)
Lee Terry (NE)

Mike Thompson (CA)
Patrick J. Tiberi (OH)
John F. Tierncy (MA)
Edolphus Towns (NY)
Niki Tsongas (MA)
Mark Udall (CO)

Tom Udall (NM)

Fred Upton (MI)

Chris Van Hollen (MD)
Peter J. Visclosky (IN)
Timothy Walberg (M1)
Greg Walden (OR)
Timothy J. Walz (MN)
Zach Wamp (TN)
Debbie Wasserman Schultz (FL)
Henry A. Waxman (CA)
Anthony D. Weiner (NY)
Lynn A. Westmoreland (GA)
Robert Wexler (FL)

Joe Wilson (SC)
Robert J. Wittman (VA)
Frank R. Wolf (VA)
David Wu (OR)

John A. Yarmouth (KY)
Don Young (AK)



