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Report of Initial Contacts with Genefal Gehlen’s
Organization by John R. Boker, Jr., 1 May 1952
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REPCRT DF IHITIAL GONTAGTS WITH GENERS, GEHLEN'S ORGAHIZATION
BY JOHN E, BOKER, JR,

1 MAY 1952
> : PART I,

I belisve that a brief indication of the background that I developed prior to my
meeting with General Gehlen early.in June 1945 is essenitlal to sm hnderstandin:g-

of the events which followed that'meel:ting, -

| The inferroga.t?.ons vhich I made of se}rerul high ranking German Officers who

had commanded units on the Eastern Fronta and interregations which were made at,
CSPIC (UK) had undoubtedly awakened what was e;lrsa.dy a: more than latent antipathy
toward 1'7ha Soviets, Tarly in 1945, I had also had occasion to learm what had hap-
pened to many Russian Natlovals who had fought with the German Arvy, boen captured
by us in the Normandy Cempaign, been returned to Russia, been re-employed by tha .
Russia.ns in punishment battalions agaistr the CGermans and 'had beean captureﬂ by the
Germans and reliberated by American Forces, It was als:q ¢lear to ‘me by April ]..945
that'‘the military and political situation would not ouly give the Ruaslana gontrol
-over all of Eastera Europe and the Balkans bub thab a# a result of that aituation,
we would 'hava an indefinite period of mild tary o'ccupation and a frontier contiguous
. with them, It was with that vague gafxez;al background that while at 6824 DICMIS in
Ravin, I found myself assigned to the interrogation of the German Alr Forces Inter-
rogation Cepter commanded by Oberstleutnant Holters; a unit in which the moving spir-
it and most e‘i‘i‘:;.cient member was an Oberleutnant Idol. This unit, together with all
its flles, had ;:urrendsred to the American Cavalry Group "Metz" in Czachoslovakla amd
had been,.sent in t'w 2-ton trucks ta 6824 to 632/ DICMIS in Revin, In order to de-
” termine the real value and scope of knowledge of this unit, and in order to main-

tain gen;ral security, I organized this group of gome twenty-two officers and men,
~FO-GERANY-ONE~—
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setting them up independently in a amall hunting lodge somewhal remaved from Ravin
Proper. Thi; physical removal was suggeaf_ed not only in the interests of efficien-
¢y but bocauge I felt it desirable to keep ‘a. unit c;‘.‘ this kind away from the Prisoner
Compound proper, where, because of an.a;pﬁarant priority from Washington, ROA pevson-
nel was constantly passing through, .

Ina short_ time, the Holters Group had pr;ac}uced Y Eatalogue of their documents
vhich was very extensive, togeth:er with reports vhich they submitted on briefs I
had given them to "show the scope of their wérlé as well as %o indicate the discovary )
I had made that, 'while much of" their intelligence was sound, the group was making
many efforts to propagandize in thelr reports againgt the ‘Ru'ssians. This propagane
dizing I felt somewhat gbscured their redl intelligénce value whj:ch was; howover,
very great. ‘ .

A a result of the attention which vas given to thess.reports which we pro-
duced, and besause it involved Adr Forvce Porzonnel, we recaived :!.nat.ructiong to send
five of the key persomnel of this unit, together with all their documents, to the
Joint British American Air Force Interrogation Cantér in Englmd. Becauge of the
fact that I had discovered thﬁt many af 1:.he gocondary personnel of this unit had
real intelligence tra.i;ling vis-e~vis the Soviets, I protested thiz breakup of this
witt to the Commanding Offieer of 6824 DICHIS and, through him, to General Betts,

I suggested that rather than be broken up in thls manner, the group be shipped in-
tact together with their documents. to Waghington so that we could 'maintain control

of them, I also indieated that much o:f.‘w the vdlue of the documents .wnuJ.d in my opin-
j:on, u‘be logt without a thorough interrogation of the s scondary personnel whe had pro-
duced these docwments end who were beipg left behdnd, Unfortunately, the following '
day - without any decision UyegM-op fiot :having been ziven to me - two Air Forece

Officers had arrived at Ravin with competent orders to take the five selscted per-




Secrit
RelfGER

- 6. ( Continued)

3

gonnel to England,

During this semo peried, 6824 was being split up, having apperently- falled in
:i.'ts' effort to stay out from under 12th Army Group control, aund.remain c!iréctly -
der SHAEF - a matbter of army politics of only- passing intsrost as influenci.ng the
breakup of the Holters In’ne;rrogation Group. Some of the personpel of 6824, vent to
UAshean in Luxembourg, and I went with the advance party to Wies]:;adgn to ‘be' i'ncor—-

) poratad with the inceming FDIC teams. pagsing to 12%th Army Gr?{lp In.tarmgation Canter ~
Gontrol. 'M; Wiesbaden, we came under command of Colonel W. R, Fndlp 'who had been
designated by Genmeral Sibert to command the pla;n.ned USFET Intelligence Ceu;er at
Oberursel, After a féw days in Wiesbaden, I discovered that the seventeen remaining
memters of the Holtsrs Interrogation Group were in the MW;l.eabadan Jail being held for
CIG jnterrogation, "This appeared to me to be a dangerous sscuri.t:;'; breach because
of the fact tI'w:t it was belleved by me 'tha.t- several of the CIC persomnel were, to say
the least, .pro-Soviét in their 3nclinations and ig}za.t also sumé ROA 61‘1’.‘1031‘3 seemed
to have the 1un of the jail, I iufqr:ned bolonel Philp of what I believed %o he the
dangers inherent in this situation and told him that I felt thal the Holters rem-

- pants had better be taken out of YW channels altogether to prevent the Soviets lear-

= ning that we had already through the qu-terg documeqts ead gained a vast fund of in-
formation of the Soviet Air Forces togaether \;jlth J{erial Fhotographs 'covering mat of
the Rugsian Ihdustrial complex within the range of Qerpan reconnalssance planes be-

yond the line-s of farthest German‘a.dvanoel into Russia. Oclonel Philp agreed and samt

me with his.blessing to talk to Genorel Betts in Fremkfurt, .

I wvas able to convince General Betis o.f." my peint of view and he told ms to write

out ulilatever orders I required., I wrote out one order authorizing the discharge from

Py status of tf)e Holters persomnel and wrote another order authorizing me to us'e such

transportation as was necessary to transport these men to thalr homes, He -signed beth
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orders and on the following day I had the men processed s_md arranged to havs Lt, Ver-
" ner Daniels deliver these men to their hor-nea. ) .

From this experience, it became clear to me thats

CHPUEN

1, Now was the ideal time to gain intelligence of the Soviets if we were
aver going =t.o. get it ) } !

2, Various imerican quarters u;ould ba opposed to geining the imtelligence;

3. Security measwres against U.S, persomnel were nacessary in this astivity,

~and

L+ Tt vas ridioulous to attempt to gain ixgtelligenee efficiently if “the docu.

‘ments gnd the men who had produced these docwients wore separated.

Aftor. clearing up the Holters affair, I had nothing to do for a few days in

J ’ N zART II.

| 1o

f Wiegbaden, The only then apparent result-ef the incident had been that my slight
i . :

activity in the I‘iel'.fa of gaining Soviet.intelligence had made me the I}ussia.u Expert .
' of the Intelligence Group. OConsequently, when X - early‘ in June 1945 ~ stoﬁpéd to

‘5 aee what PW's at the Interrogation Center they might want me to interrogate, T vas
glven the names of Major Lustgendorf, the 0-2 of the German vIII Corps, Colonel
Stephanus, G-2 of Army Group MMITTE! and General Gehlen, Chief of ‘Icﬁﬁemde Heere

Ost. A1l of these men were ir what was called the "Generals' Housé" (tho Pegen-
stecher and von Bergen Houses on the Eodenstedtsirasse in Wiesbaden). Ag an indi~

cation of the variety of the personnel that had been passed through to what was

Smmaihe = ke e pce——

then regerded as the top Interrogation Center, were Governor Frank of FPoland, Pastor

Neimueller-(whose gonfinement thers T am sure had a real influence on his anti-Amer—
iean feeling), Skorczeny, Marschall von Rundstedt and Admiral Horthy,
Because I was quite interested in the Vlassov Aray Complex (by virtue of earlier
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interrogations in Ra.wvin of some ROA pez:sonnel as well as discussions with. General.

. leutnant Aschenbremner whom I drove down to Paris to be shipped to the States}, I
first talked %o Colonel Stephanus, (whose brief had indicated him to be lmowledgable
on the subject), I did not find thiz to be.the case and on the following dsy, went
up to the von Bergen House right after lun}xh, “to talk o General Genlen.

‘Because of their rank and the arrangement of the two houses, -!_mne of th;;' men
were under any specisl guard and the American in charge, u_ﬁ\on“my ipquiring for Gen-
eral Geitlen, informad me that he was s-amaplaca upsteirs in the voﬁ Bargen House. I
went upstairs and' 1|‘.'ound him aslasp in one of .the bedrooms, Ome of his roommates a-
wakened him and ¥ told Gesneral Gehlen I was sorry to disturb him Yecause he was par-"
tially undrgsased and when he had time to fix up, wcruJ:c‘. he meet ms on the terrace.

He came down and we aat together at a small table by ourselvés in a corner of
the terrace somevwhat removed from the House.

I t0ld him that I was interested in talking to hin abaut the Soviets becauss I .
understood that he had been the head of the German Military Intelligence Service
deali;ng vith them; that I did no® lmow very much abeut the Rugaians , but that sbe-
cause of certain prior e?cperience I had had, ‘I was supposed to.be the exper‘t-‘, on the
subjact. H? indicated “l;hé.’c. he was very anxious to coc;perate with the Americans in
this conn:ec‘c:ion and I then hadra. general disqussion a3 to the probablg future line-
up of the ‘-'{est against the Bast. I :request.ed mn to give me a brief outlifxe of his
\orga.nization and the scope of its work and was amazed 3% its size and ramifications.

As the conyersation developsd, ‘he indicated that he had - long prior to the ead
.of the war - seen its 1nev:|:ta,ble couclugion and that he had discussed with some key
menbers of hls organd.za.ua.on not only the preservation ef his files - with tha uwlti~
mate o'c;jec in mind of turning them over to us - but ’cba’a he hed alse arranged with

gome of hls key perascmnel to atiempt to contact ihem for the purposa of securina

. 23 Se%




P

Secpft
GER
6. (Continued)

- Segfet

H
1

6. )

their cooperatlion with hiw in pr'esenting us with as olear a ploture of the Soviets
as possibles These key Vmsmbars of his organization had baen_eharged with the safe-
guarding of the files by concealing them in various places in Southern Germany for
ultinate recovery., Itold him that I was convinced of the véie of this work and be-
lieved that the pei'aonnal and files ‘should be reconstituted as rapidly as possibie,
but that at the same time, I imparted to him-hy bellef that first we would‘ haye to
convince higher American authori:ties that his work was really professional and ex-
tensive and ;;hat algo there exstej in many Amaerican quariers c‘a.m'rific aopposition
to gathering any inforuation concerning our fioviet. Allies. I told him I“ would be
back the following day and talk with him further,

That evening I td ked aver the situation with my then recmmate in the Konig-

salle, Lt. Paul Comstock, He ané I had been aulte close before and he was my only

'coni’idante in the pravious Holters affair, - Wo decided that the same mistake should

not be repeated and that if General Geblenm really did have the organization and the
files which it appeared he bad, we would have to proceed very caitiously. Ii. Com<
stock agreed to be my partmer in this work and we discussed other Americans whom we
believed to.have the proper bac'kgroundwand efficiency, choesing 2nd Lts, Tirich E,

La.ndauar- and Franz Brotzen, both of whom I had known‘ intimately at Camp Ritchie, we
all having-been on the teaching stai"i'. Ve selected them not only because of-their

backgrounds and inélinations but alse because they were fluent Gorman speakers, an

ability which Lt. Comstock at that time did pot have,

" 'In subsequent conyersations with General Géhlen, he gave me the names of his
key personnel, all of. vhom he balieved were American priseners of war: Oberstleut-
nant Wessel, and Majors Hlemenz, Hinricha and Schoellers We also located in Wies-
taden, Ha.uptrrs':.nn Fuehner who had beenedolmetschar on the Stafl of Colonel Stephanus,

In order to preserve security, we secured Colonel Philp's permission to teke
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over the Pagenstacher House ground floor for our offices and we four Americans

" moved Iinto the upstairs. General Gehlen moved over wlth us and because of limi-

tations of spacs,.chose General der Infantrie Erfurt as his roomuate, whom General
Gehlen regavded as completely securs,
Partly bacause of their previous military positions, but partly also to keep

ther awsy from othar fmerican Infervogators, we joined Colongl _Stepha.mla s Major

.Inetgendorf and Captain Fushner to our wilt.

I told Qenersal 'Gehlan that we would have a selling job to do all the way through
and that I felt the first most impressive d'oc\ment that we would be able to produce
yould be a complete history and analysis of German I;xtelligence Methods in conmec—
tion with Soviet Intelligence on the War'Dwepartneut,‘Army Croup,- Arny, and Corps
Lavel., While they were produciné this repart, I told him we would maké an elfort
to gecure his key staff members and documentis,

Rather than attempt to secure these men through regular F¥ chamnels, I decided
that it.would be bast to go oub and get them, Lo various reasons, The first vas
that I had learﬂéd th;if;: the [: ] having been mads .aware that General Gehlen was
in our cusi'.cdy, had sent out a reqﬁeat for-him, This made me conseious of the fact
that the system of reporting prisonmers apparently had become mare efficlent and'g:‘.—
ven wider distribution. T indicated to Gplpnel'Phii!.p that we should, if possidle,
remove General Gahien's name from the distribu’oién Iigts, upen which suggestion, I
believe he took action. I also lndicated t:hat I }:an-ted to go out and get the other
mewbers of Ceneral Gehlen's staff in the field so that formal requesta wm‘zld not be
igsued for them and it would appear that.we were deliverately reconstituting this
gtaff in Wiesbaden. To this he agreed a.tlld gave me.aubhority to maks the necessary
trips. .

1 had another idea in my mind at the time, This was that the impression made
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upon thess nen if we were to resous them directly from the PV camps ab which t:.hay
might be and were abls to brief them at once that we were gecuring them’ at the re-
quest of their forma'r colmns:md'ing officer who desired them to contimue working with
him - would be much more favorable than if they were just Mforwarded" to Yiea-
baden, and that their cooperation would then be mors fully asaured.
In a period of aboub two weeks, and operating from the Jrd Arnv Hsadqu.s.rtars_
. at-Bad Toelz, and the Jrd 4rmy Intelligence' Center at Freising, we were “able to
- locate these men and through them the documents ui:ich they had conc.ealed between
floors of remote foresters "lodges, had 'puriad or otherwise cached, Out of eight
caches of documents, thres had unfortunately previo;r.sly-baen discoveraé. One un-

important batoh consisting mostly of original Sovist newspaper clippings and per—

sonzality photos had unfortunately be:an burned., One batch we were able fo raéc_ue .
from the XI1 Corps Decuments Center before it ‘Waa sent up to the Joint British
American Documents Center at !ioeeh_st.‘ The third bateh had been takéu by the Bri-
-'t:..:!.ah udt and was at Hoechst. ” .

. Getting ahead of tha story’a little bit, we vere also ﬁ:le to ateall this

last batch of documents from Hoschst by including it in a large greup of other

document;s, comprising a complete Corps "G-3taffel" gset-up which consisted of a

printing' press with Russian type, several h\mdred original pay bocks, and many

genuina and forged Russlan Army Documents and Stamps. In the subsequent weeks

we alsa pada an effort - hav:lng learned of the ravity of such material - fo ge-

A e -

r cure all Rusgian language backs which wa pogsible could. Thege we locked for and

- teom temn e R

obtained from various documents centers and on the road, pulting together a very

LTSS

rapresentative library of saveral hundred books.

By the piddle of July 1945, we had succeeded in re-.onstituting General Gsh-
lenls key memiers ang stalf, all cf his imr:ortant dooumentz and were very much
aware of the goldmine that we had rfound. :

—FO-GERWANY ONEY —
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We 'had“, by now, added a typiet to our staff,. Mastax- Sergeant Benjamin Greenyald,
who had been the head of the typing 3getion of the German Section at Ritchie.

The problem now became one of convinecing highar Amarican anthority ds to the

zﬂ.ue of the enterprise and of decidinv whether or not it was possitle to set up to
develop curreut intelligence or whether we.were engaged in a purely historical re-
search project,

Our thinking was influenced by the fact that we at that time appearsd to have
the opportunitiy for rra—establiuhing contacts with the Romanian Intelligence Group
which had been operating successfully =3 we learned from Major Leufgendor:s in the
highar Romanian Army Staff and of weaving a tenuous thread to the Hungarian Intel-

- ligence Serv-lce.
. Most important, however, was the fs:tet that General Gehlel"l had indicated to us
” that he was able to establish contaet with Oberstleutnant Hermann Baun, the former
director of ‘and contact man to the German Agent_Hetwérk. )

(Wally I): General Gehlen had taken over Wally I (gathering) from Canaris whea .

the 8D trisd to take over the prehr fiold agenaies. Yally IIT (Schmalachusgen)

was also taksn ovsrt (Not II - Scorzen), '

General Gehlem, Lt. Gomstock and T decided that, if posgible, we would try to
keep .FHO going as an active unit serving the Theatre (-2, In visw of the length of
time 1t took to produce the extensive historicel repart at which we were working -
as .indiéatad abovs - we asked Ceneral Gehlen to produce individual studies on the
bagis of the files vhich we had now acquired on such subjects ag Soviet Tank Pro-
duction, Strength of the Sovlet Army, Soviet Manpower Studf, Estimata of Proba.ble
Soviet Demohilization Policy, ete, These shorter reports we furpished to General
Sibert's office and they were founi to ba quite interesting. It was also arranged
for Colonel Philp to come over to sperd & social evening over soms bottles of wine
with the Gshlen Group, in preparation for ukich, becavss Colenel Fhilp had besn an

Artillery Officer, we had prepared a general briefing on Jovist Artillary Tactics.
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~ Colonel Fhilp was very i:avora?ly impressed with ths men and with their ir;tsliigence
capabilities. He agreed that they would Ye a desireble unit working for: Cenexd
Sibert as Theatre G~2 and thenceforth supported the project to the fullest.

In order to kesp up the worale r-Ji‘ the .Geblen Group, we arvanged that those who
were within a day's visit of th_eir, family should visgit their homaé. In the: cage oi'-‘
those who wers further removad, T a.;';'anged to have Lt. Landauér m‘a.ke a rou.ud. trip; '
taking letters and a few items of Amerj(.can stores to thelr famililes, ’

Late in July, Colonel Fhilp arranged for me o havwa a conference. ‘with General
Sibert,at which conference I subndiited a memorandum 'outlini;ag our general plan in

which General Sibert conmcurred. Colonel Fritzohe, however, felt that we should

‘make no effort to contact any of the Field Organizations, I therefore discussed

this matter with Gehlen and we decided that we.would atbempt to’ keep Golonel Baum'bn

icel for a few more weeks until the situation was clerified.

Just ab that time, a represantative of G-2 'flashingt.on, Lt. Colonel Gronich hed
‘.Daqome aware of 'the e:d.stence of this group and called me to a conference in Frank-
furt where he told me that hg was r;ecommending to Waahiug_tan that 'they send the doc-
u:uen;‘:.s ?f this group back 1;0 the States. I protested gtrangly ‘against this and in-
dicated that Gemeral S:Lher‘t wanted the men and the documents kept together, and that
General- Sibert had agreed with my recommendation that we attempi to reconstitute tie
group insofar as possible, I further éaiq that it would take at least two to threq
more mc;nths to accomplish this end ﬁh,a:c:‘the sending of the documents to Washingion
would destroy most‘ of the usafulness; of the men, Lt, Comstock and I prepared for
this meeting, of the purpose of ”.which we had had some inlding, and we agreed to in-
dieate to Lt, Col. Gronich that ‘L_‘u.“ Comstack had important conneetions in the U.3.
tolwhom we were. prapared to raport the detalls, in the event that the usefulness of -

the group was destroyed and if anythlng went wrong with their full exploitation,

Sepfet - 28
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Lt. Comstock had close donnections to then Senater Thomas of Oklahoma and he
“had agreed to permit me to rely on thes; ct;nneptiona. This,attitude on dur part
stymied Colonel Gronich for a while, I immediately had a conference with General
Gahlen .and told him of the faot that ve w:ere propared te use Lt, Comstock's politi-
cal connections ané rely as i‘ully as we could upon General. .;ihart's stated support
in kesping his unit tugethsr with thei“ documants and that we would c‘io our utmost
insofar as we could - operating aswe did from a very lew lavel - 10 re-establish
FHO as an Iintelligenca unit working for the fmericans, General Gehlsn and I furth;an
agreed that we would keep Baun aud his contact to the Field Organization quiet un't.il' -
I felt that it would be desivable to establish contact, 'I'hg reason for this dee'isi.gn
‘was to have a further selling point in the event that Gronich's ideas prevailad.
Grondeh was unawars of Baun's sxistence angd gny of the details of the organization,
4 fey days later, a.cable was raeceived from the War Departmont orderinv that
all’of Gehlen's unit and their documents be sent to Post Office. Box 1142 in Wash-
- ingtén, (P,0. Box 1142 wag tha detailed Interrogation Center operating under the
- -2 Yaxr Depa.vtmen'b ard was located at Fb. Washington 0verlook, at.Alexandria, Vir—
ginia), "When Colonel Fhilp informed me of this order, I at qme went to Frankfurt
to see General Sibert. He wes very much perturhed and felt that Cofwiel Gronich
had "pulléd a fast one", but that although he had recomended that my eriginal plan
be followed - in the face of a definite cable orcier, could do mothing further. He
stated that he was bappy at least that, we hed succeeded in ;mt having mep separated
from the documents, sipce this was really the only basic change from Gronichl's orig-
ina.'l.‘plan, I thep told Gemeral .:ibert. taat in order not to lose contact with the
) F1e11 Organization - to whom the ounly link was Golonel Baup ~ it would be important
that one representative member of the Gshlen Group remain at. Yiesbaden with Lt. Com-

"stock and the other U,S, memvers. For this, General 3ivert agreed to assume

29 ; Segtlt
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ragponsibility,

I talked this matter over with General Gehlen and told him that-we were or-
dered ba.ck‘to Washington and that I could do nothing atout it but that I had told
General Sibert definitely about Baun and he agreed that the contaot was too valuable
to be lost, -We decided to' leave Vessal behind since he was in a position to make. -
this contact and enjoyed Baun's full confidenmce. In order not to n;alca a prem-ature.
contact and in order to keep our European organization operating, I arranged with
Li. Comstock-a series of code cables which I would‘--send from Washington indicating
har and when contact should be made wlth Baun. .

. In the middle of Avgust, General Gehlen, Colonsl Stephanus, Majors Hiemens,
Hinrichs, Luetgendorf, Schaeller, Captain Fuhnér, all the doéﬁm?nts and I, J..eft
Frankfurt in Geperal Smith's private i:la.ue for which' Golonei Gronich had arranged,
-The flight was uneventful bubt very interesting for Gener.a.ll Gehlen's group.

Upon our arrival at the National Airport in =Wa\sl:n:i.n;,-ﬂ.;t'.'n'x, Wo ware Kmet by a Lk,

) and driver fyom 1142 who had come with a completely closed "Hlack Faria! to transport

the Germans to 1142. Junother truck took the documents which were in about t{qenty
packingeases. I was told to report to Oolonel Hopldns at the Pentagon, since he re-

presented the Documents Section and was apparently only interested in the documents

. and not the men, I found that Colonel Gronich yas the main field representative of

the Documents.Section and that he was solely interassted in collecting t-he documents
and tha.‘l; the men had been brought over only incidentally 'for interrogation at -1].!.2.'
This upsget me very much as it appeared that owr whole plan forl.keeping the group to-
gether with the deouments as a: working unit for the futurs, had not seeped through
to Washington and in any case did not £it in with their plans.

I found that Cplonel Lovell ,m;s the man in charge of the Ge2 Document ard In-

terrogation Operation and that he was.the one I would probably have to convince of

30
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the importancs of +the ‘group and the correctness of our thinking, I found that he
was willing to sse .me the following day. ) - .

'I‘hai:, afterncon I went to 1142 on my owm, I had been an interrogator thers for
some time prier to having gone to “Buro pe in Jung 1944, It wa,s; fortunately, a Sun-
day and I wen£ directly to the "Qld Bui}ding“ prisoner compound. Much to w_sur-
prise, I found that the Gehlen group hadﬂ all been put in solitary cells. Fortunately,
I lcnsw'fljche Signal Sergeant in the Conirol Room, to whom the vislts to prisoners‘had
to be announced. He did ﬁot question my wanting to sse Gehlen and I went throush
to visit him, I° e)qi!.a:{.ned quite frankly to him the whole aitﬁation, that things
vere in a horrible mess and that I would do my best to gtraighten them out, but that
I had practically ﬁothing to say in Ha.shingt‘on and was relying on my oubside con-
tacts to help us over the rough spots. Itold him that I had gathered that I might
be prayenteci from seeing thew for some time but that in any case, I would be in con-
tact with them through scme of my friends in 1142, if not direc'tly.

I had some inkling of the type of historieal interrogation by whiech 1142 was
trying %to-keep itself alive after the end of the war and I informed Goneral Gehlen
of_-this quite frankly. T also ‘told him fo. refuse to let himgelf. ‘bs:| interrog&'t;ed

 in detall and to indicate that he was interested in talldng to no one but me. I in-
. formed him that I would tell the other members-of his group the same thing and that

being acquainted with the "peoullar® type of interrogation that was comucted at
1142, we need have no seriples about s\ich refusal,

Back in the Peutagon, my fears were realized when I was unable to gze Colonsl
Lowell for another day, In view of the fact that the deouments were of interast“ to
the Bastern Eu?opean 0.8, Branch, however, I ended up there. This Branch consisted
of primaril_:y Lt. Colonel Shimkin, Major Kisevalber, Capleins Flaton and Zander and .
Lt. Waldmann. 7T decided to take the bull Ly the horms and had = heart to heart talk
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with Zander and Waldmann. They were l;oth. protty well convinced of the value of
the group as a group with their dooumenys but did at that time manifest the fsel'..
. - ing which I had sensed overywhere in the Pentagen that I had contactsd - that there
wag considerable hostility to working with Germans in any way and the feeling that
the Germang could bve of no wse to ug in any ocurrent endeaver. Zander and Haldmann
agreed however,, that they come with me when I falked to Colonel Lovell,
In my telk with Colonel Lovell, I ipdicated oy gtrong belief in the value of
the group and asked only for permigsion to prove it by taking them out of confine.
ment which they were and setting them wp to work on their documents aswe hed had ,
®then working in Wiesl_:a.den. I indlca‘l}ed a.lso_ that General Sibert.was personally

interested in the progress of this situwatiop and that I had orders to report to him

if apything wen® wrong, Colomel Lovell agreed to this and in the next few days, we
" ot up in one of the emply barracks at 1142, .
The extent and value of the information that Gehlan's group .pnaseésed became

at once apparent to the Eastern Exropean O,B. Group.as well as the German 0.B. S¢c-

tion, Zander, Waldmap and Miss Loulse Dickey became quite enthusiastic,

Wg decided that it would he uecesm‘ry to gtart seuuri:ng additiona.]: privileges
I‘or- the Eroup and to 53,3“1:'9 the commitment of gome higher ranking personnel, Gol-
onel‘\ ‘;aa.s the logical man sinee he was in the policy making position and wasg also
more oriented to the Garmans than anyone else, having been Assistant Military
Attache in Germany for aame time and hav—j.ng commenced his 0, B. enthuslasms there.

I vigited Colonel Lovell at hia home one afternocon and presanted him with a
handvritten analysis of the Finnish Military potential which l}nd been written for me
in Wiesbaden by General der Inf. Eréwt. Golonel Lovell was very plaaaed. with this

since he.had known General Erfurt prior to the war and I felt that it was an
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epportune mément to sugzest tpat he would be very much interastad in ﬁasﬁiug the
group with us at 1142, He agreed to fhis=and we arranged a dimner in the barracks
vhere General CGehlen's group was working. Lk, T.‘ra.ldmann vwas a woving spirit in this,
Meanwhile, I had long sincs secursd acces§,to the group - glyen offieially < and .
spent a good portion Gf the days with thsm;

Sometima prior to this happy event, I had securad Colonel Lovell's parniasion
to regard General Gehlen's group as a group working with their documents which was
t0o be increased in extept if posdible and this permission of his was utilized by me
to send-a cable to Gomstocﬁ'to have Wessel maks, the contact with Baun. Comstock,
therefore, became raspon31b1e for gathering more of the group atroad, which he did
very officiontl, R '

General Sibert had also meanwhile come to the Pentagon on & visit and I was fo-
tunaté enough to have a hrief .chat with him. He inﬁicated that it was still his in-
tention to utilize the jroup abroad and that he would proceed aleng these Jines al-
%hough the Pentagon vas still in the agoendency,

I had meanvhile talked the matter ever with General Gehlen and told him that al-
though there seemed to be a lot or political pulling betwsen the Pentagon and USFET,
the development ssemsd fairly clear since General Sibert remained firm in his opin-~
ion aqd since the ‘basic goodwill of Colousl Lovell had been assured, ' ;

Under the Upointh system, I hed at that time - early in September - sufficient
credits to be separated from.the service, I told Gehlen that I had decided to ask
‘for rsléase from the Army - not because I was not vi%aﬂly interasted in sacufing the
future of his work - but that because of my relatively loy rank, I did rot see how
I could exercise any further d30181ve influence on its future yhile still in the

" Army, T felt, rather, that outside pf the Ay, as a civilian with & relatively im- i

portant eivilian background and the posslbility of utilizing some imﬁortant political
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conneution's, I would be in.a betier posi.pion‘ than if'1 sytajed in the military chan-
nel of command and received the promotion for which I had again been recomiended -
incidentally for the fourth time - but which had never materialized.

The political oconneclions were aoméwhat nsbulous, although Mis, Comstock had
been good enough to é.%'rangia for ws a cocktall party where I me'b-"Senator Thomas,
ex-Senator Gore, and several other, I presume, influential psople, particularly

o ‘fron OIG.Qh.nma, so that I héd at least a basgis for le.'ter cont\;wt. .

General G'ehlen agreed that this was probably the wiser course sinee they were
set up and operating quite well and he felt that my estimate -of the futurs was the :
corract one, ! '

With respect to taldng cars of their persenal nesds, Waldmann had been doing
an outstanding job and it wag merely a question of waiting for' the logie of Gener-
al Sibert's decision to prevail. .

, I gave General'(}ehlen oy civilian address and asked i that in the event any-
thing started to go wrong, he qhaﬁ]:d arrange to contact me diractl,:y if he could,
or through Lt, Waldmann with whow I had made arrar:gements; T also é-lrranged for a
channel witp'Captain Zax‘uier. In order that they could have ths feeling of my conw
tinued interest and o;.ltaide support, I réturued t.o 1142 after I had bsen separated
from the service and left a few of my firm's products as souveﬁirs.

That Gﬁ;istmas, I x;mnaged to provide them with a few Christmas presents, through
‘T, Waldmann to assure them of the consiatm 01_ of my posit‘ian and their ability to
contact me if nécassar.?. ) "

For’t.unan.te:l.y,= matters developed so that this was not necessary and that w?,s the

end of my inltial contacts with General Gehlen and his Organization,
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