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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

TOP SECRET/SENSITIVE
EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY October 30, 1973

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT'S FILE

FROM: Henry A. Kissinger

SUBJECT: Meeting with Soviet Ambassador Anatoliy
F. Dobrynin on Tuesday, October 30, 1973,
at 6:00 p.m., at Camp David

PARTICIPANTS: The President
Ambassador Dobrynin
Secretary of State Kissinger
General Alexander M. Haig, Jr.

Ambassador Dobryninthanked the President for receiving him. This
week, and today's meeting, the Ambassador said, were very important
events in the U.S. -Soviet relations. The Soviet leaders valued the
personal relationship with the President.

The Ambassador then read from General-Secretary Brezhnev's letter
to the President of October 28, [Tab A] which spoke of a'trisis of
confidence' in U.S. -Soviet relations produced by Israeli deceit.

We should not have a confrontation, the Ambassador declared. It
was with a certain amount of sadness that he had to note that relations
had reached this point. It took a very difficult decision onthe part

of Brezhnev to preserve our good relations with each other. We now
had a good chance to find the conditions for final resolution of the
problem.

The President asked if the Soviets had leaked to John Scali. Ambassador
Dobrynin went through the history of the Security Council deliberations
which produced the ceasefire resolutions, and then retraced the history
of the ceasefire itself. He complained about the press stories about
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alleged Soviet misbehavior. What kind of a relationship is this, he
asked, if one letter produces an alert?

Ambassador Dobrynin then discussed what was to be done. One of the
first things to be done was to carry out the joint resolutions worked
out between us. Then we should each send a senior representative

to Cairo to supervise the progress of implementation. Then there
should be an end to airlift of military supply, and then a start of
political negotiations.

The President replied that he still looked for a better future in U.S. -
Soviet relations. He hoped detente would soon be put back on track.
He appreciated Ambassad or Dobrynin's discussion. Events had not
changed the President's view as to the vital role of detente in the world.
He cited the indispensable role that our two countries would play in
getting a settlement in the Middle East. The key was how we could
get both of our recalcitrant friends lined up. Despite the difficulties
of the past two weeks, these events gave us the best chance in a long
time to settle the problem. We had resisted enormous heat in this
country, during five days of a substantial Soviet airlift into Syria and
Egypt. Only when we could not get Soviet cooperation to stop it did
we start our own airlift.

We must avoid situations where we confront each other, the President
pointed out. General Secretary Brezhnev and he must have an over-
riding concern with avoiding confrontation.

We want to work with the Soviet Union all along the line, the President
continued. The principle of detente will not be destroyed. We should
hammer out areas where we can work together and demonstrate how

it can work concretely. Our new relationship had helped enormously
in the present crisis. What we need now is a demonstration that our
relationship is durable and we can accomplish positive things together.

TOP SECRET/SENSITIVE
EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY




