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FOSSIBLE IEVELOPEERTS FROH THE PALESTING TRUGE

CIA has bean requestod by the Office of the Secretary of
rumwnnﬂbﬂbguptadntum:ﬂ-iﬂ Pozasibls el onpenta .
» 27 July 1948). An analysis of recemt evants in Palest
:::-n 1itile reascn for changing substamtinlly the estiesates mede in
t etudy, :

B {Bnummnthmpprtgiﬁnthﬂﬁadintarhumtbﬂmmﬂ'ﬂnimrnr
effective enforcement of the truce, sporadic Tighting and )the atquisition
of arms and fighting parsomnel (ohisfly by Isresl) heve contimed, Einor
viclations have bosn meithar investigated nor checked; provocative inei-
demts have consequently becoms mors and more frequent and eerious wmtil
the situation has deterloreted to a point where the o tlon of ewven
en uneasy truce sppears highly problemetical, The Jews!hawe ‘taken advantags
of the inadequacies of the trucs enforcenent machinery andjhave becoms
increasingly belligerent and uncooperative, Recent Arab stotemsnta emphasize
that unless tha UN is prepared to daal promotly end firaly with these con-
timued bremches of the truce, the Arebs will have no cholce but to resums

righting,

B. It has becoms even more apperent that ths Mediator cannct effect en
aoceptable pormonent solutiom for tha Palestims problam, Count Bermadotts
himealf is apparently convinced of this., His tenmtative efforts towerd reach-
ing a settlement have suceesdad only in exacerbating the feolinge of both
Arabs and Jews, and he reportedly comsiders thet the whols quastion will
inevitably come up bafare the Cenarsl Asgenbly oncs agein in Septambaer.

S. The TSSR comtinmues to fo’low a courss prodvetive of ingtability and
inpecurity in the Uiddle East, On 19 Aususst tho Sacurity Couneil, in response
to 2 warning thet the situation was "gradunlly getting out of hand,® ordered
both Israeli and Arab forces to atop viclations of the truce, The USSH
veted for the gonsral resolution but abstained from voting on the paragraphs
demanding punishment for troes violations and relterating that neithar Jews
oor Arabe be parmitted to gain a military or political advantage during
the period of the truce, %Hﬂpﬂ!‘tl indicate that some materisl is moving from
the Soviet bloc o Israsl and the Arab states, the greater part poing to
Isrgaly the volume msy be expected to increase if hostilities are resumed.)
(HE 3B-48 emvissged the poseibllity of the Arab stetes seaking Soviet sssis-
tance if thay boliewed their causs to bs in Jeorerdy. An ivereese in dip-
lomatic activity between Syria end the USSR has recently been reported. Ons
account (transmitted as "possibly true") states thet the Syrian Winteter in
Moscor hes been instrusted to obtain from the Kremlin a definite statement
with ragard t.q;_..zl.'l what the USSR would do for Syrism, or for the Arab
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states, If Syria should be instrussntal in bringing the Arab statas into
the Soviel aphere; and (2) what guaranteos the USSR could give that, once
Syria had entered the Soviat sphere, Soviet influence would step at
“reasonsble” limits. Ansthar report indlcates the possibility that Syria
is considaring gremting military bases to the USSR in exchangs for aid in
, Palestine, These and aimiiar reports have not been confirmed; howevar,
the possibility of & rapprochezsat with the ISSH CeLomes alrohger as
Arab diszcouragement increasass,

4. A contiming threat to peace in Palestine is the poasibi’ ity of
indapendent action by extremist groups on both 8ides, particularly the
Jawish Irgun Zwel Leumi (IZL) and Stsrn Gang, Persistent Jewish violations
in the Jeruselem area are apparently dssigned to bring the city (or at
least the major portion of it) within the Jewish state by entablishing it
a3 a Jowlsh-hald area, Such sotion 15 almost certainly mrted In part
by the fear of the Provisional Government of Israsl (PGI) that failure to
act in Jerusalem might nrowoke such extreme steps by the IZL and Stern
Gang as to force a definite bresk betwsen these eroups and the PGI, thus
aplitting ths Jewish commmity and weakening the whole Jewish position in
Palestine. Tha Arab povernments heve been reasonably succesaful in main-
taining order in thair countries throuch the imposition of martisl aw,
Whon, however, the local populations becoms wholly awars of the trus sericus-
mess of the Arab position and have had time o suffer the full economic and
emotlonal irpact of the refugee arohlem, demonatrations may hecome so0
viclent as to defy control,




EICLOSTRE A

EECENT [EVELOPMENTS IN THE FALESTINE SITUATION
{Sinca inmuguration of socond truece om 1B July)

1. Arab Refugess.

The most serious population upbeewal sirce the termination of Torld
War II has besn the exodus of Palestinian Arsbs from Isresli-held areas.
The Arab refugees, conservatively estimated at 330,000, exceed in numoeT
the Jewlsh DP'a in Europe. The Arab courtries heve meither ths economie
rescurees mor tha, politicsl atability to absorb such large msbers of
dostitute refugesa. Israsl's decision mot to allew ths refugees to re-
}u;-n to thair homes has preatly exacerbated Arab bitterness amainst the

AW, ' ' ; '

Developments in the past few weelks hava resultad in a growing feeling
of self-sufficisncy and confidence on the part of the Israsli which por-
tands I'ilé"_ingnnn to taks mattars into their own hands without being bound
by the UH,

A. Ths fact that the Israsli forces increased thelr holdings con-
aiderably batween the first and sscond truces end have steadily
improvad thelr militery potentisl hos resulted in the feoling amcnn
the Jews that they hawve the pomer to expel the combloed irad arwies
from Palestine and that conssquently the UN, far from protecting the
Tsrasli canse, is actually deterring lsrasl from exzanding.

b. Since the British Mardate ended on 15 May, an estimated 32,500
Jewish DP's have bsen admitted o Israsl. By the end of 1048 lsrael
hopes to have adnitted 125,000, This immigration policy has un-
doubtedly been responsible in large parit for Isrsal®s refussl fo
readmit Arab refugees, and is encouraging Isreell damsnds for imoreased
territory over that ellotted by the Genersl Assembly partitiom plan,

6. During the past weseke it has been evideot that while Israel has
boeen successful in withstanding Areb military attacks, the contimiad
 state of mobilization has constituted a esrions drain on Its ecomom’c
roesources. Isrgsli officisls have conssquently hinted that an in-

definits continuation of the truce would bs an imtolerabla burden.
Accordingly, the confident Ilaraelis indicate that 1f a peace settle~
ment is not soon Portheoming, they wou'd prefer & renawel of the
conflict since they belleve they can mow force the Arsbs out of
Pelestins.
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3. Arsh Rosctions o Truce.

Thile sooe truce violations on ths vart of the Arabs hare besn ra-
poarted, the Areb states sprear to have been fal:"y conscisntious in
cooparating with the Mediator and tha UH.

The ne‘n recent concern of thase countriss has bean to comnose thelr
differences and to strengthen their militery allisnces so as to orosent
a common fromt., Iarasll expansionist sentimant, which miszht be lmole-
mertad by elthar diplomatic or military methods, is being viewad with
inereasing misgivings. Some positive countersessures have been taken,
Iregl snd Transjordanian leaders met mt Amman on 21 August for the
purposs of placing the ermiss of these two countries under o unified
command in the evont that hostilities were reopered., FPresident Uwmaili
of Syria, has urged: (a) the coopdivatilcn ef Avab dlnlematic =Plorie;
(b) the placing of the Areb countrics om & wartirs feoting with mrovision
for mytusl sid if necessary: and (¢) ths coordinetion of & progrem for
obtaining arms and materisl fyrom abrozd. '

Thare are defin‘te indicatiens that the LIrregular Arab Liberetion
Army 18 being reorganized at 1ts base in Dammsous, Even if a diplomatic
settlemont 15 reached, 1t may bs expected thai guerri’ls warfare will con-
time for some timo to cope.

Ho Arab poweroment is wet propered %o recogaize tha exietence of a
Jewish atate or to nepobiate directly with represantatives of Israel.
Popular Arab disillusionment with the UH and the Testern Fowere is almost
complete. Meanwhi’e, unconfirsed but persistent reports suggest that
Irag “fd syrie are conzidering the possibility of seoking suoport from
tha USSR, %

4. Conclusions.

Although the current truce has been more sucesssful than its four-weak
predsscsssor (11 June-9 July) [ it has not been strongly backed or
afficisently enforced: "o.g.,)there has been no thorough investization of
the destruction of the Letrin pumping ststion end other allsced Arab
vio'eticms; and Ierssl hms not been cited befors the U for 1te reported
breaches of the truce. Horeover, no effective stepa have been taken to
restrain Israsli expansionist tbndenciea, Thus the Arabs have loat respeci
for and felth in the U, and the Jews fasl strong encugh to disremard 1t;
consequently, both the truce and the choncas for an eventus]l sattlemant

are Joopardized,’

Fsar of pomilar resction will still prevent any Arat government from
racognizing or pegotisting with a Jewish state, bue datarmined U action
would probably enable the Arab Governments to "acquissce” 1u the existence
_-of Isresl and to save face with their people by yieldinglon'y Jto the
dictates of an international body, becked by obviously sumerior Foros. )
Such determinsd UN action would Irvolve the definition of & fromtisr and
1ta dslinestion om the spet as an imposed boundary, with adherence to auch
a bourdary by both sides demanded and guaranteed by the Security Council.

--ﬁn




	CIA_irgun_Page_0372
	CIA_irgun_Page_0373
	CIA_irgun_Page_0374
	CIA_irgun_Page_0375

