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1 waz divected that Amerdean uniforms and insipnia be used by the Derman
ferces agsigned to this unit during its operations. Hitler's plan con-
tomplated that SEORZENY would command the unlt during 1ts operations
agrinst the onomy. The unit was to be tochnically under the commard of
Licuterant Oolenel Hardicck during the organization Erﬂl_-:‘h'rﬂ.i'riing phase,
all to be vontrolled and dirsctod by SEORZEWY, Hardiee‘;:' was tachnieally
in comand of the unit from about 1 Novembor 194l to 1L December 19kl
when SKORZEYY assumed the technical as well as the actunl commands The
unit was designated as tho lSt_'f:-th 88 Panzer Brigade and was utilized in
the Ardennes Ganntero-f.fcnsiw s comonly known as and heroafter referred tio
ag the "irdennes Offensivel,

SIORZENTY, {mmediately after heving received his directions from
H'ltlar; aidm_:l by G&:}taip Von Follkersan, d:a?bemimlg upsn the table of
orpanization, personnel, and equipment. for the unit. The Derman High
Command directed all Army Croups to jm'k p}jwi.caljly fit volunteers, who
bad a command of the Tnglish lancuage, for a aec;'et agsiprments A4 Jarge
m;_mhu;* of men vmlunt._ﬁe'}hd mnd.re;-m sent Ito f}ﬂfenwohi:{- Tor training,

SKORZENY Informnd Colenel Fritz Veurer, Chisf of S pe for the
Hnad of the Gprman Prié:::nar of Var I-Euraau:, t'ha#' he';reuld need 4 large
mmber of American uniforms for a special tas k, which had been assipgned
to him by Hitler, and that the agaistance of the Prisonor of War Supeay
was eﬁﬁaﬂtiai in obtaining these umiforms. Mourer stated that theps wag

'np't A gufficient number of American uniforms at prisener of war camps

to £i11 SRORZENY's roquisitions Msurer alse stated that those nob
obtainable in prisoner of war camps could not be procured legally from
Intermational Red Cross sources, by the interception of parcels or
otherwisce They 2greed to obtain the uniforms, first, fram booty dumpe
'n?wj; smmnnr.lly; from warshouseas It wos also understood that American
emergancy rtlons, to complete the daaapﬁian, would be supplied from
Red Cross packages. lourer diracted his Chicf of Adminfetration,
Tisutenant Colonel Orossalkettler, o 111 SYORZENT'g requisition.



At SKORZENY's direction, Cerhard, mccused FITZE and aceusad MINTZ
e2lled upon Meurer who had been advised of their visit by SKORZENY. They
presented to Mewrrr idontificetion credentials and a lettor fram SKORZEITY,
stating that any officer or official who did not pooperate with them would
be reported to Hitler. &% a ponferemce of these 'four persons, a decision
was made to supply American uniferms from a prisoner of war samp at
Mursterbergs MNeurer sent (trosselettler with FITZE and MUNTZ 4o that
cAmD .

FITEL and VUNIZ foreot some speolal Jackets and returned the following
day and informed Ideuterant Colonel Blan, commanding offieer of the camt,
that they must have the jackets immediately. Blay told them that these
Jackete were not on hand in the elothing warehouse. They then inslated,
notwithstanding his pra'tﬁst; that thm.m Jackets 1?""' talen from the
American prisomers of war. Theroupon, Blau ordered that the Jackets be
taken from the prisonevs of war. Tn carrying m#. the order, some of the
priaune-ra of war ylelded tholr Jaokets w-lthaut much resistance, but others
tore and burned theirg’y Blau remr-bed thiﬂ incident o Orosseattlor,
Veurer reported it to ﬂﬂ Genoral Bapger, wha as Ghiaf of t.!;ua Prigoner of
War Bureau was rnsuumi‘hle at the Releh level for” m‘er-a‘,tl mrisoner of
war affairs, . ‘ _

There 1s evidence that Jackets, blouses, shirts, underwesr, socks
and other artlclss of American undforn olothing were talen from Amerdcan
prisoners of mar at other camps, A substential proportion, if not the
major portion, of the clothing taken had heen supplisd to the vrisonera
+f war by the Intermational Bod Crogs.

The unit was organized, equitped and t.rq'inad 1t Grafemvohre The
mission of the unlt was desigmated by the code mame "Rahonhuepel! and
later, by the code name "ireif', The unit wae desierated as the 150th
55 Fanzer Brigeda, Bach man vwas fssued a complete set of American
und ferm elothing and n_qui\_':‘r_mi.it, ineluding a steel helmet. The men ware
told at Graferrohr that they were to wear Amerdean undforms on the

Western Front. Scome Red Cross raclames, the contents of which Aineluded
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meat, dried milk, chosolate and soan were stored in a stable at Crafemvohr,

A fewr of guch Red Cross itema, as well as American ciparettea, were issued

to the men during the 4raining phaza.

The trigade was cnmgrised- of thrae combat 'grgup‘a and *j" Commando
Companys The Commando Company, composed of 190 to 200 men, was divided
into reconmaisssnce, radic or communication, and anp,ina;r demolition teams.

Moat of these teams were composed of Pour men, hut there ware seme seven-

,man teamse The four-man teams consisted of a leader, a speaker, a driver

and-a rifloman, The spnn;ker invariably was the team member who was the
most proficient in the Enpglish languape. The four-man toams ware
furrishnd American jm_;pa. Other types of wehicles, some American and
some British, were furnished and used in the brigade. The team members
vara um:ipprnd with Ameriean ammunition and w-:m'pnna, ,’andinp =1 rﬂlas;
carbinee, L5 celibro Colt plstols and stbmaching purs. The teams were
furnighed United States Army motor vehinla trip gicl-:-:a‘hs and the drivers
wore lssued United Statos Aymy driw Leinscs. "The memhers of the
hrig‘ade wore assigned United States Lymy officer andicnlisted rank
desigrations and wore given United States Army insienia pertaining to

the rank assipned. Fﬁ;;unntly the assiencd ranks 44 not, corrcspond

to thosc held by thn individvals in the Cerman frmy, . They were also
supplisd with Unitad Statcs i'mh.r_uf_ricﬂr and rnlisted man identification
cards, pay data cards, pay books, tost exchange cerds and immunization .
rocords. The equipment of the brigade also included some German vehicles,
weatons and ammundtion.

The instruction at Orafarwohr included training in the Pnelish
language, Ameriean slang and manncrisms, and in United States Lrmy close
order and extendod -§rdr:r drille. Acensed won BRIR conducted 4nstruction
in the English languaee and clagsificd the men 4ccordine to their
proficliency in the vse thersofs Some of tho mon were sent to Ameriean
prisoner of war camps for ¢ fow days o talk with and obsorve the spoech,
behavior, and mannorisms of American soldinrs. Instruction wes alse eiven

in deiving Undted Statos a‘l-'mgrf?rihiclg_a ard In firine Urited States Apmy



weapons. . The memhers of the brigade were forbidden 4o write or sond oub
letters and were required to take an eath that they would not reveal any-
thing concorning the umdt, its mission or operation either during or after
tho end of tho ware. SKORZTYY addressed the ﬂfﬂ?ﬁ!rﬂ and team leaders
stating that he was to lead them "in combat" by erder of Hitlers that they
should not count on returning frem the mission of the 'Emit; and that any-
one who ﬁaaimd to withdraw from the unit and fts task weuld e permitted
to do so at that time without prejudice,

Barly in Decerber 19lil, the unit was moved to Kolnfahn in rnilroad
box care. During the trip, Major von Schrotter snokn 4o the wen and
said that thelr misﬁi‘_o_n would inelude ereatine disorder and umrest bohind
the enemy ldncs. A%t Hpln-Tahn, additional Red Cross Iaa-::-ln:ages were
distributed and instructions were issucd that the contents were to be

: ;

utilizod, for deseption only, after the men had succoeded in breaking

through to enemy territory. After abufut thm aa*ns, the unit moved
into a forest in the vieinity of Itﬂzmtemifcl, &t which place Amerdcan

and Eritiah currency was distributed to each tosm leader., Fach mombor
of the brigade was Issurd a4 volson vial and instructed 4o use 1t far
self-dostruction in the event of eapture by the snemy.

On 15 or 16 Decembor 19LL, the mewbers of the Gommando Company were
ordered by Major von Schrotber to remove their German uniforms, dress in
their Amorican undforms, and wait for further ingtructions. They wore
their Gorman sarachute combimation jackets over the fmerican -urd;foz;ms.
Thedy Oerman undforms were storéd in baps which wero 1oft at g forecstor's
“ouses The sen were instructed theit thedr Jerman pirachute combindtion
Jackets wore not to be disearded until enemy territory had been reached,
They ware also instructed that the code rame "Solar! would be usnd there-
aftor to desipmate tho unit and thet the rame "Skorzeny” weuld not he
arplicd to the unit. SKORATNY took active command of the hripade on
1L Drecmber 19041,

On 16 Docamber 19hli, the \‘rdennes Offensive wms comenced, The
oprratiomal plan was for the combat grouvs of the briesde to march behind

the corbat groups of the lst and 12th 88 TFamzor Divisions of the Sixth




55 Famzer Army; the lst Combat Croup, commanded by Talff, behind the 12th
88 Panmor Divigion; the 2nd Combat Group, commandad by acevsed -ESEHF'HF;
behind Combat Oroup Felper, a spocially orgenized combat team formed from
units of ‘hh:? 1st 88 Fanzor Divieion; and the Ird ;Gm‘ba't Grm_up; com=anded
by Hardicel, bohind Combat Oreup Hansen of the 18% 55 P?ﬂzcr Myrision.
Corhat Croup Pelper farmed 4 spearhend or polnt of tho Sixth 88 FPanzer
army in the offersive, The direction of the mareh was to be initially
directly westymrd and later in a2 northwesterly dircetion. The ared was
diyided inte ,qt.rim._ The northermmest of these strips was assiemed to
the lat Corbat Group, its poul being the Maas River Bridge at Angler;
the gecond striv ymg assigned to the 23 Combat Troup with the Maas Fiver
Bridge at Amce ag ita goal; and the southerrmost stri]i was assigned to
the 3»d Cembat Ovoup, with the lians River Feidpe at ,_Hn:v as 1ts goals The
teame of the Commando Company, commended by 'Etie";rl.ﬂu,l wore divided among
the combat groups of the brigsade and the combnt groups of the armored
dtvisions, v R R

‘Thn toams ntta.uhh to the combat groums of the'Brigade were to be
uged ith them aftor they had infiltrated into the cromy lines, Seme
ehplncor teams were a’:ﬁachad for marching purwumJ to the 2nd 58 Famer
Dlvision and wore assignod the task of ramoving demolition charges from
tridgog in Sixth 35 Pamser Ammy's soctor. They wore plrced with the
spoarhead troogs 4o ald them in breaking through tMe enomy 1inss. The
combat groups of the brigade were attached to the respective combat
groups with yhich they were to march and were subject to the marching
wders of tho commanders of the respoctive combat groups. G‘Ghl:"r'fiﬂﬂ;
the combnt proups of the 150th 58 Femzer Brigade remained under thas
cammand of SKORZENY,

The merhers of the brigede and particularly those in the Commande
Company ware instructed to avoid contact with enomy trooms, 1f possihle,
And to avoid sombat. Mis wng to nrevent them from being detected by the
ATOMY « The troops of the brigade 414 not rocalve Iinstructions to refrain
from shooting.



The combat eroups wore te use the cover of night to proased about
10 kilomoters from the Yaas River as rapidly as possible. Then they mere
to withdraw Iinto the forssts In the mesntime, the engineer teams, which
had driven ahead to the bridges, wonld have imgtipmtad whether or not
the bridees had been prevared for demolition. T-han the engincer platoons
of the combat grouns wers %o proceed to the hri-:!g:ea, rt;‘mnw any demollition
materials, and hold tha bridges. Simultaneonsly, other troops were to
procesd behind the respective engineer platoors and form bridgoheads and
socurlty cutposta on the west aildes of the hridges,

The lst Combat f‘rlrnup left Munstereifsl on the nisht of 15 Nesember
19L); and yeached the area of Helferschrid the next night. The 2rnd and
3rd Combat Groups left Munstereifel on the nichts of 15 and 16 Desember

. and by about 2L00 hours on 16 Degember 19k, the former had resched the
aroa around Hallschlas and the latter a tovm talthﬂ 1oft of Stadticyll,
Or the morning of 17 December 194k s, bhe 1st Comjat Croun vas slightly
we's’(:: of Hollerath and on the next day ‘I‘?E-.'EI. near }tihE: Loshelmer Ditchs On
the morning of 17 DeBember 19hl, the 2nd Corbat Crdup reached the area
of Tanzerath and remilned thare untll the morning of 19 Teaomher 19lhy .
By 18 Decomber l9|.|h,£}_::a 3rd Combat Uroup had procéede‘d frem Frum to
Losheim and wes outside of Holzhein,

The breaking of ths enomy line by the y‘mﬂmﬁ divisions was not
complotely enccessful. On 18 December 154}, SKORZENY docided to dron

2 the main mission of taldng the three laas River bridees and notified
Somim,

o
xﬁhgﬁsummanﬂefﬁ of the three combat groups of this decision. Up to
. :

18 Docerber 19U, some of the three combat proups lad raported 38
SXORZENY that thn; had had contast with ifarican forces., On 18 anpd 19
Desenibar 194, SKORZEUY remaired with the headnuarters of the I 58
Panzer Oorps in the vieinity of Manderfeld and Holzheim. On the latter
date, he ordercd the throc combat groupe of the brigade to proceed to
the area of Bneolsdors {'Lig;mwille? and that their commanding officers

report to the comminding officer of the I 538 Panzer Corns.



After the cancellation of the "Opeift mission, SKORZENY suspested
that the 150th S5 Panser Brimde be usad as infantry. He was given an
Infamtry mission and on. 20 Doormher 19{.-1; ordered the ecommanding officer
of the 2d Combat Croun, accused SCHERF, and the -c&:ﬁmnding officer of the
34 Combat Group, von Folkorsam, to attack toward Malmedy

The avidence {ineindere testimeny of mamereous inskaviess im which menbers

of the 150th 55 Panzer Bripade, ineluding Von BEHRA and KOCHERSCHRIDT,

vore wearing imerican undforms and a German parachute combination Jacket
while cngieod in combat aparatiane. Thors !.n alse eyorritness deatimony

as to the killiﬁle; of geweral ﬂﬂm'mn soldiers, who were at the time wearing
imerican uniforms and insigniay in an engagomont at Stavelot, az well as
the ¥411ing of an imarinon seldier noax S, Tith By a B ﬁumiar; Lhu
lattar being then dressed in American uniform ard ‘{nsienia,

V. QESTIONS OF LiW: '

: =
mrindictisane Tt 12 cleaw that the Court hagd Furisdlictlon of Gl

persoms of the accuscd and of the subject matter,

Uge of Enemy's Uniforms, Insipnia, etce, in Combat: Articla 23 of

Annex tin Hagoe Oorwvontdon Ve, IV a2 18 Osbobor 1207y act forth in TM

C

27-251, Mar Dopartment, U.S. irmy, "Treatiss Governing land Warfare",
T Jamuary 19hk, provides in portinont part as follows :

"In addition to the prohibitions pravided by epeclal
Conventions, it is especially forbidden-- 4=t

s To male improper use of a flag of truce, of
the mtioml flag; or of the military insienia and uni-
form of the enomy, 2s well as the distinotive badpes of
the Gopsva Ceonvonbtlona

Paragraph 13, B 27-10, War Department, UL . dpmy, "Rules of Iand
Wiarfaro, 1 Octobar 1540, provides

Wh3, Matdernl flags, fosignia, and unlfurms ag &
ruEde==In practice it has been autherizod to maks
use of these ns a ruses The foragoing vule (par,
L1) fhich mmgm;ﬁh quotos Artiele 23 of the

innex to Hapue Oorvention Vo, IV s sat forth E.bwg;”
does not wrohibit suck use y bt docs prohibit their
fmprapad bae, 1'-!_;. is certaloly forvldden fto make use
of them durine = combite Boforo onening fire unon
the onemy thoy must bo discarded,!

On page 335, Volume IT, Opperheim's "Intermatioml law", £t s stated:




"is TepArds the use of the matiomal flag, the military
enslgns, and the uniforms of the enemy, theory and
practice are unanimous in’ prohibiting such nee Auring
actusl attack and defense, since the principle 4s con-
gidered imviolable that during actual fichting helll perent
forces ought to be certain whe is friend and who iz fre !

Taking Uniforms, Insignia, efce, from Prisonebs of Wap: Article &

| k
of the Ceneva (Prisorers of War) Convention of 2 T duly 1929, set farth

in TH 27-251, War Devartment, U, S. Army, "Treaties Covernine land Warfarall,
7 Jamary 194li, provides in pertinent part as follews:

"1l effects and objects of personal use - excent arms, horses,
military equipment and military papers - shall remain in the
posseasion of prisonsrs of war, as well as metal helmets and

FAE MARKA . e

"Idaﬁtiﬁcmtién documents, Insignia of rank, decorations and
oh jects of value may not be taken from prisomers.”

ﬁ._in-.

Diverting of Red Croge Parcels: Article 38 of the Gereva (Priaunai‘"s
of Tar) Convention, supra, deals with cons Lerments .of money or valuables,
as well as parcels by post intended for prisomers of war, Article 37 thereaf
provides s ' - . . - ‘

. \
"Prisoners of war shall be allowed individually to receive

parcels by mafl, containing foods and other.articles in- Ny
tended to supply them with food or clothine, Packagss shall -
be dellverad to the addresses and a receipt plven," |

Immunity of Spies * The immunity of 8 spy frop punishment after having

egcaped to his own forces has nothing to de with the law of this ecase involring
violatiors of the law of war.

VI. CONCLUSIONS¢ The law of the case is well settled. However, as to the
evidoncs, the applicable procadure did not require that' the Oourt make findines
other than those of guilty or mot guilty. Jonsequently, there is ng ex— ‘
umatlon availahle das to the Uourt's views c;mua-rning such testimony as e
that by First Lieutenant Milliam Je C‘*Iu'ai-ll,. commanding an engineer -
Flatoon of Headquarters Commany, 1st Battalion, 117th Infantry, 30th

Infautry Divigion, United States Army, asserting that during the Ardennes

Offenslm several Garmans in American uniforms and squipped with Jeers

were killed, one by himeelf, inan engagement in Stavelot (% 379-398);

that by KUGHENSGHELLT %o the effect that, whils dressed 4n an Amerdoan

unlform, he killed an American soldler near St. Vith (R 323; PRy 33);

that by SKORZENY ggserting that KOCHFSCHRIDT wors an American






