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HERMANN GOBERING

PREAMBLE,

- The folloW1ng Iepo”t 1s the reomlt of a 1engthy inter-
rogation of HERMANN GOERING by officers of the Air P/W Interroga- |
tion Detachment:. Questionnaires prepared by USSTAF and Air Ministrz

‘were covered by this 1nterrogat10n

The interrogation dedlt zlso0 w1th 1nformdt10n of a gen— B

-eral and historical nature which ofteﬂ led to liberal dlSuUSqunS:d:l

on basic issues. It will readily be seen that by this means . ,
considerable light was shed on the events which took place behind
the scenes of the play enacted by the leading characters of the = =
Nazi hierarchy. It was apparent that the totalitorian regime had -

not run as smoothly as 1ts leaders would have made it seem, and,

7.Surpr181ng*y enough, one of the chief causes was HITLER'S con—

stant treup .ss8ing on uOERING S private operatlonal premlses

How much conutant interference affocted the overall
pollcy of the Iuftwaffe and accelérated its doom is shown in the

‘reflections of the P/W who, by his very_nature pretended te be

unaware of the disastrous part that he himself had played in this

-regard. The report shows how HITLER concerned himself continuous*
1y with the smalloet technical decisions. During the last two

' -years when GOERING'S star - to use his own words - was descendﬂng,”s

this iaterference assumed proportlons which caused GOERING to

,exolaim* "Yoa had a great -ally in your aerial Warfare == the
Fihrer.
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proudly - enumerated himself - was a w;lllngd il

| INTRODUCTION % -
; 1. Reichmmdfachﬁll HERVIANN :G0UE

EG,Reicl minj;s,;*;e&,d_g? ALy,

. Supreme Commander of the GAF, Prime ] - PRUSSIA, Pres&dent
_of the State Council, Pres 1d9nt of thd/ Reich Reichsmas ster oni
 Forestry and Game, President of the e RgnLigie, Beyrch Council -

a series of titles and offices, which he

2. _P/W stated his readiness to tell everythinb' ' [
pointing out, however, that his knowledge of GAF matters wafg 4

~confined %o those of a more organizational nature, in aooorcanue

with the office he held., Technical details were dealt with by

his various staff experts. He made particular mention of his’ alde,
Oberst VON BRAUCHITSCH, who was later separately interrogated and
his information, when crous—cheokcd against GOERING'S sta+eTean,
was 1ncorpowdtm& 1nto this report. :

: ‘3. GOERING trled hard to make a case Ior hlmself and, des~
pite rumors to the contrary, is far from kelna menta ¢1y de%%nged
In fact he must be considered a very "shrewd customer", a great_
actor and professional liar who most likely made soume mentdl
reservations, trJlng to keep what he mlght considér a few aces
up his sleeve in order to have some bargaining power if and
when the need arises It may be added -that GOFERING still conulders
himself the legal succe°sor to ADOLF HITLER, stating however:

"This is no longer of 1mpor+"nce but it may be qu¢te 1ntgrcqt1ng
for you".

4. GOERING spoke with patho and drams about the events -

| leading to his arrest by the S8, his liberation by a Luftweffe

unit, and then his final capture by US troops on 6 May 194%5. He

,qtuted that at OjOO on 21 April he left BLRLLN for Southurn GER~

MANY.

‘ 5. Durlng tne night: of 22 Aprll G@neraloberﬁt KOLLFR ;
followed GOERING to BERCHTESGADEN and reportcd to him that HITLER
had decided to stay and die in BERLIN. Thereupon, GOERING sent

. a telegram to HITLER informing him that, in view of HITLER'S for-

mer appointmont of GOCERING as his bUCC““SOf he would apsume full
control of the German Reich unless he TGCBLVGd ordecrs to the
contrary by.2200 hours. He ‘was encouraged in his actions bJ a’
remark which HITLER is supposed to have made when reminded that

it was high time to start negotiatidns with' the Allies. "I shall

never do that", HITLER is supposed to have szid, "GOERING can
do it much better", , T

6. The tele@ram was sent at 1)00 hours on °3 April, and at
2200 hours, G OLRLNG was arrested by S8 troops. A tele”r“m signed
by, HITLER . then arrived asking him to resign all his offices.

,Acoordlno to GOERING'S lnterpratutlon tnls referred only to the

offices he was holding at that time and did not imclude his appoint-
ment as HITLER'S successor. - A second telegram signed "Fihrer"

which GOERING said was a fake since it was sent after HITLER'S

death Dby BORMANN, the secretary of the NSDAP sentenced him and his

family to death,

7. Wnile he was standing there surrounded by S8 men, members
of the 12 LN Regt (Air Signal Regt) passed by. Upon ueeiqﬂ him,
they ran forward to greet and cheer their beloved commande GOER-
ING, swiftly weighing up the 31tu@tlon end finding that tﬂC Luft—
waffe men outnumbered the S8, ordered them to ohurge the S5, ‘ .
whereupon the SS5-Commander - rather w1lllﬁgly as GOERING CL&lmbd -
let him go. : i




s liberation is charzcteristic
nd. "It was.one of the most
s tar

8, GOLRING'S comment on i
of his pompous va n1+" up to the ¢
‘beautiful mome ents of my life to s

1d there again in front of my .
troops.and see them present arms for their Commender-in-Chief."
This liberation, GOBRING ﬂonM1nueu, gave him beck his freedom of
action. It was shortlived, however, as the Americans wore even
then clo sing *n on him. : L ‘ : ' ‘

L

, 9. Furthor reference w1ll be made in the course of this
report to the differences which exisgted emong the le:ders of
GERMANY particularly between GOERING and HITLER. Some light
7ill e thrown on the entire complex of events prCCCdlﬂb"+hb
. final collapse of the Third Reich. GOZRING'S statements will
. be guoted verbatim, whenever practicable, .in order’ to prescrve
the genuine character of his recction to ccrtain~question& and
problems under discussion. -

10. It must be borne in mind that throughout the entiré‘
interrogation GOBRING made partly subt1e, partly obvious effor

‘to clear himsclf, Not only did he render HITLER responsible

for almost all mlot~“esvm@ue by the German Hign Command' in zen—
eral and by the Luftwaffe in particular, but he also took great
pains to show that he himself wae not such a bad fellow «fter

all.. "Next to being a German, I favor thes West; I..am a European
iike you", "If you know.my speeches, you will admit that in none
of them - whether delivered in peace or wartime - have I atumvkud
a foreign stotesman persconally". "I never held an office in the '

Nazi party". "I wes the most outspoken exponent of the State
duthOfltJ versus the authority of the p= r+J“ - These guotations

may serve to undorilnb the above sgtatement. w

PART I.

ALLIED AIR POvIR AND THEF. VAR

TEHE ROLE OF Qﬂn A[n FORCE IR

GRNERA
/ i
11. Although the 4ir Forces moy render a decisive‘ﬂOﬁtri~
bution towards the Winning of a war, they al sne, in the cpinion

of quRI\u, will never bring a gr eut natiaﬁ to its Kuees.»_"gle

ulr Forces can not occupy." They can,only dlv:upu, interfere and
estroy and Thus prepare for the eventusal l2at fight leading %o

<final occuprtion znd victory.

~12. This softening-up process should follow certain set

rules which he called his "Evangelium", The first objective at
the b@* nning of a war must always be to destroy the enemy's
Air Force, CO““‘Qtely disregarding all other targeits. The Air

Force is the heart of m1litdry power and resistance, and only
‘when this is destroyed, should other teorgets be atiacked; the
priority to be given to these other targofb would obviously de-
pend on the economics of the country under attack. GOLRING'S
views on the agsigning of +"rgeu nriorities in JLAMAPY are out-
lined in Paxrt IV. c

THE ROLE OF THE ALLIED AIR FORCES IW THIS'WAR.

, 13, GOSRIAU attributed ocur VlCtOlJ ov or GERMANY to two

main factors, the successful invasion and, akbove all, t‘““'rresistwf
ible m mozlcal sune*1or1tv of the Allied Air Forces. Asgide *ro@ |
all other as geuta, emphesised the devastating effect of such
superiority on the morule of the ground forces. "The Allies owe”
the succ 258 of the invasion to their Air Forces.. They preg vared

the invdsion; they made it posgible, =znd they carried it *uroug;".
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1442, Ivoxve

~who is now believed
‘Cenﬂ“al Stﬂi* to advise him,

'oziL OEW and.

‘ordered the Production of jet a/c be turned over to qS

about the Alr FOTub. Ini
ers of GAPF policy to G TGX . ¢
hen Allied air "tﬂﬂofs increased, hr bu
vous, lost cﬁnilabnhe in ‘GOERING and began 1o interfore.
the exception of an Adjutant of the Luftwaffe, Ob,rm~'v; Bbuov

to be dead, there RJU no~“'w man on HIT JUL’S

1lalson*officersrwith‘the OKW: Major BUCHS
ETTELBACH. ' B

22, There was no liaison officer of the OEW with the OKTL.
“The Flhrer took care of thot himsell; o ‘

Naval-Aviation to all intents wnd purposes did not exist

4. ‘Unloss interfered with by HITLIR, UOLE~AG decided the
cing of units from one frout to ln*‘:er“ Employment of
in W"" was: the pzeblcn of Tuftwalffenkommando West
s) while Jagdkorps 1 and later Jagdkorps 9 handled

i 11 C TRMANY.

A/C~P ocgrvdbat

In June/Julv 1944 procurcment
R. This re %u?*ﬂﬂ in an inc

z aze gquality of theé J/V

of good a/c, however, still surpa

6. In line with his growing distrust of GOERING, HITLER
26 T ine wigh nis gro ilu distrust of ”PT?LW HITLE

27. vOEnLﬂG S private sec retary was a Wr‘u¢eﬂn LIMBERGER of

RCHTESCADEN to a“*, he very seldom dictate d any orders
and who could, tu‘ref01e, act De considered as ble source
. of 1anrn.tlo« In line with his normal procedure, G G would
give oral orders to his Duty Adjutant, who, in"turn,”ﬁ,”ued them
on to the Chief - \wdhtent. o T
v 28‘ Res UbﬂSlbLLLt“ for"hv drafting of Orders'NqS'"gl zated
by COERING to the appro ;riite department. GODRING hi ogelf u¢ctated

.only proclamatio ns.

~29. Oberst WODARG - in charge of Intellizence (Ic) hgtbbr%
concerning foreign countries, i ides dincluded:y

QOberstlit. %
‘ . ’ o Me J cr OWE ( .t:.A‘)) ik ) . ) ’
Tle office of the Ic was last located at a c.stle - Tormerly be—

longing to the DAF - neax mASSERBWRG/INN. R :

Personal Iﬂle ST , . ' :

' 30. JOILI G cldimod.that all his p”\T sonal Tfileg had been
destroyed. None of these were in the RLM, since he very seldom .
went there; ihstc;o, he used an office in the building of the
Prussian State ¥ Ministry. - All the Ar“wtun+s' files were supposedly
burned =t KARINHALL. - SR




wag accorded utrict

=ntic . for ﬂ“fpnsive*dnﬁ Tiengive
operationg unlezs overz:' n bv;ume n irer. - Intelligence infor-
mation of gomeral value interest wa : in Ic pubiica-
tions,

Sources op Ilfwlll nce,’

( 32, oztﬁrv sources of 1nformat10n ;aclwaeq fOFJ %q newsg- -
'pape u,'ma:aalﬁe~~¢ad'uro icasts, and “ertlﬂenu exzcerpts -
therelircm were ﬁired Jo.“ ALLW ﬁe\~§“QPYS, for inst
,anHOuJOPu Toy Russian bases long before the
nlan materi aq information was the %‘Slv for the sub-
, quent i & on P“LTAVQ. .l;fio Lﬂ*Prbnﬂtlong»”ere'uoeﬁ'éxten-
sively %o obtain information on mloéions~of OJr’n¢I ortes. By
'vnfeﬁcputlﬂ; our radio tune-up tr: v%sloiﬁ to form am,

il

idea of our impending opervations

3%, As President of the Research ncil, %“JALWF had access
to intelligence inform:tion collected Iy “deparitment of cthis vl
organizztion., It was the Jjob of this 4 ment, to . monitor all .
telephone traﬁtlc within Lze Reich - in &g enbasslies, noteiu,¢
foreign personalities snd olher spurces.

24. GO imy ortznt the Lnfovﬂ_+1on

RING cons 16@1@5 38 oat

derived ;fom B/ i“upr“ob tion, WflCh - nﬁ stated - enabled tuem~
"often to take effective coaqucr«me(k ures.  P/Y ﬂn+o_fofat¢on wa
carriéd out by GAP interrozators at the Dulag nlch were upened
on de emand, - to S5 personnel who' gquestioned P/W onmorzle wznd othar
¢€ﬂ€7§1 gsues., The orover Dulag : nferroclblog ViS concerned only
;Nlt Alr Porce matters and was ~ so GOLRING said - conducted on
a oomrrﬂe“wlp bagls. HITLER sus Qevtﬁd,uhut sgpie interrogators at
th \

. ne :1**1th on ©¢1nwd from P/ interrogation WaS S0
vo¢um1n31@'that‘onlv exeerpts from the most important i*@h “wenes
&Oiiih” 0004 sionally he saw an in i

het vhether foreign patent ap; i
screened by the fL¥ befTore issusnce he exclalmed: "They ¢
‘have gone to D“ll taTce times 1f they had not done so, patents
never botgereﬂ me - German or foreign." ' Lo

vhe Germen Embassy in
corncerned with Air.

e to a gre t ex Uent on UnoLOM“
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