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. Decomber 31, 1943,
. Johﬁ Y. Péhlé, Director
Foreign._ Funds COntrol
Treasury: Department.’

Sloan Building = 12'bh &G Streets
T[ash:.ngton, -D.Cs

Dear 1 Pehle- d - - : T :
i“hen. Dr. Schwartz, our "uropean Director, was in th:.s oountry, he sdvised us
% _ ~that¥r, .Saly Hayer, ‘our representatlve in Geneva; was having grest dlfflculty
_in.securing Frenoh francs in Switzerland by -virtue of the conditions which -
. were attached - to the cablegrams sent to hlm—rthr' ugh your good offlces.

You will recall “that one- of the condlt:.ons in the cable was that the- sellers
of the French frencs would have to:be- dpproved by the Commercial: Attache: of
the Americen ILegetion in Berne, . This condition was interpreted by the Com~

® . mercial Attache in such & way as o meke it vlrtually Aimpo sible for: }lr. ‘Mayer
to -secure approvals of prospectwe sellers. The' intensive
was insisted upon by ‘the Commercial Attache was such ds to discourage any sel-
lers from negotlahng any transactlons. :

Rl

Vie realize that the Treasury Department is eoncemed ‘that the sources from which® k
Vr. Vayer would obtain French francs should.be reliable and ‘should in no way re-
present dealings with the enemy.. As to ; ve have .complete oconfidence’ in Kr.
Yayer that he vould under no circumstances nego'luate with any enemy agents.: Nev-
ertheless; individuals who may have French frends‘are reluctantito  subjeot’ ﬂiem-
selves to' the type of investigution which app&rently was consxdered necessery by
the. Commercial Attache.

% Ve would urge you, if you possibly could, to-amend the instruot:.ons o !u'. Hayer
= or to-issuo a 110611“;% us vwhich would enable him to seocure Fronoh francs in
Switzerland against payment of Swiss franos, under- the: conditions that he-would,
to the bost of his ability, make certain that he is desling with relisble people
and to consult with the Amorican Legation in Berne in: connootion with any pur-
chages that he may effects: | I boliove that in'this way it will be possible for
Vr. Mayor to gecure the Frenoh francs vhich are so vitally needed at:the present
timo in France in order to save tho lives of thousands of children vho are now
bein; hiddon evmy in privato homos and whose oare and maintonsnce must be pro-




vided. I-am positive that Mr, Mayer will:be glad to vork in the closest -
posslble collaboration with tha American Legation.and 'in “this ey to assure
~the Treasury Departmsnt thnt no a1d or oomfort will be given to the enemy. - -’

'l’ay we ask you to “ba: good enough to. 1suue a’ 11cense to s to trans ;
mediably to Saly Wayer the equivalerit. in Swiss francs of. $200,000, which

is to be-used by him for. the rescue of the. children in France. -You :will
recall that our originsl authorization to :Saly Maye: W for a- total of
4600,000 in connaction with this childrens® program e i 1ight of © "the
ifitensified persecution by:the Germans in Frenoe of the Jewish people and
of - these children, it-is of paramount 1mportance that Y I\'ayer have the -
funds available-5ojthat he : oen provide funds for “the: persons in France who.
are rlslfing their<{lives—to -take- care of these childrens—We shall ‘commmis -~
cate with Mr,- La.yer and ask him to ‘advise us vhen he requires additional
funds 80  that-we can-then a.pply for an additlonal license against the
*4600,000 approprlation. Tl

hlth all good vi. shes for the New Year, ,I am,

Slnqgrglyr yours,

= “Mofes A. LOAVALE .
‘Secretary
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Rendolph Paul

2o o In eonnsotion with the. liesnse rocently imsued to the World.
"~ Jewish Congress. ooncerning the evacuation of Jews from France and
Fmeanis, you will be intérested Yo know that Koredpn Funds Control
“has Just issued\a licenge with ‘appropriate-safepnavds to the. .
Amerlosn JewishNoint Distribution Committee suthoriwing its = .
-representative in Switserlsnd ‘to undertake the transwciions neces-
sary-to arrsnge for the evacusiion of persons in Frauce whose -
lives &re in fiminent danger end to sustein and safeguerd thelr
~lives pending: possible evacuation, - Some of these trangsctions had
-already Dbeen authorized by the {ressury tut.no formsl license had -
-been issued.  Following the vrecedent of the-license lssued at: . -
“Statets direction in-the World Jewish Congress-oase, the financial
transections under the license are to bLe chocked with the Legation
“only to-the extent “feasible." : -

. ¥e:have -‘besn ddvimed that-the llcense will be used immediately
-to bring rellief to several thousand liomeless and abandoned children

-in Frence, “Resent reports recsived by the JIDC indicete thet the
plight of these children:is extremely serlcus snd thet funds are
needed et onoe if they are.to be saved. .In view of ‘this, we have

authorized the JOC to meké en initiel remlttance of $200,000 to =

“Switzerland, in order 19 coumence operations under the program,

~It is contempluted, liowever, that ot least $600,000 will be needed
during the next six montho. = - e R ;

In view of the urgency of the situation end in order to avoid
undue delays, the necesssry licenses wera issued here in Washington
without clesrznos with Stete .und the British, State, hes of course,
been requésted Lo cable the text of the basic license to Bern for
the informatlon of our Legation spd Saly Mayer, the JUG repressnta-
tive in Switzerland, - We have also sugiested that the Legation in
bern be requested to take reasonaile steps to facilitate operations
under the 1icense and to report promptly the progress being msde
and any diffioulties encountersd, ) i

. (ni¥n0) 8.8.9.



A8 TEEE-1 (©Bpooizl) Licenge No. W-2106
REASURY DEPARTHENRT - : . :
Poreign Funde Control i s PR Date; dJanuary 3, 1944

' ' . LICERR S & :
(GRARTED UKDER THE AUTHORITY OF EXsCUTIVE

CRDER HO, §389 OF #FAIL 10, 1940, AL AHEKDED,
ARD TAE QGULATIUNS ISSUED THEARUNDER)

To 'Amerlcah Jewish Joint Distribution Committee
: — (HaEe 0 céensee) - "

270 Kadison Avenud, New York, N. Y.
Address of Licensse)

sirn:

1. In order to arrange for the evaouetion to. plsces of
gafety of pereons in France whose lives ere in imminent danger
and, pending poseible evacuation, to sustain and skfeguard the -

~lives of ‘such perszons, your representative in Switzerland (inelu-_
ding suoh agents as he may appoint) is hereby liceneed notwith=-
stonding the provisions of QGener:l fnling No. 11 to communicate
vith nersons in France in any monner he desms necepgary or oxpe=
disnt and to tuke all other aparopriate action, ineluding the pay-
${wt.to pareons in France of Prench francs for gosde and sorvieen.
t necosegzry French frano funde to finance such operations may be
oLiained by-either of the following two methods: s

(=) The firet method is the nurchasme of French frencse
from sergone in Uwitzerland who your representative,
nfter consulting with the United States Legetion in
kern vhen feasibla, is reazonebly certoin have held
euch ¥French france since rrior to the fzll: of Fronce
or have aince acruired such francs in such manner
ne has not benefited the enomy. The sellers of
puch france aay be reimbursed therefor in fvise
france ut the prevailing uroffielnl rate of ex-
chsnge in Switzerlsnd for French franon,

(b) The second method i8-the ncquisition of French
frznce from persons in France or elsewhere for
vhich roimbursement wiltopot be made until after
the wvar. In order to inasure reimbursenrent aftor
the war to the nerrons supplying such franes,
blocked accountr may be established on your books
in the United Stuten, or in a bank in the United
Stetee or -a bank in Switzerlend. - No naymentc may
be mads from any such blaocked account without the

g#pooific approval of the Treasury Doportment and .o
|
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no asgignmente may be made of any intercst in
such blooked account without such approval.

2. The total amount of dollars or Swisc franos prid out
or zet up in blocked nccounts or otharwise obligated under the
teras of this licence shall not exoeed 2,500,000 Hwise-france, or
the dollar: equivalent thereof, during the six monthe' period be-
ginning January:1, 1944, -

~ 3. Your representative shonld keep the American Legation
in Switzerlend fully informed with respaot to the finsncial transe
actions effeoted under thie llcense. In so far np fensible your
representative should meke certain that the persons: from whom the
Frenoh france are purchased sire aocentshble to the Legation, Your
representative should satisfy himeelf thet vaymente to suoh per-
gong will not benefit the enemy.

4. Periodic reporte with regard to anK opérﬁtione engaged
in under this licenns should ‘be filed with the Tressury Derartment
by your renrssentztive through the tUnited Stetee Legation in Bern.

5. “ Thir 1license ie granted upon: the statements and repre~
z -tations filed with the Tressury Department, and is subject to
t condition;. smong otheére, that you will comply in all reaspects
with Executive Order No. 8389 of April 10, 19%0; =2 amended, and
the regulations issued thereunder nnd the terme of thip license,

6, Thin.license is not transferable, is subject to the pro-
visions of Executive Ordor lio, 8389 of April 10, 1940, as amended,
and the regulations fimpned thercunder and nny be revoked, modiffed,
or declarcd void at any time at the discretion of the Secretary of
the Trearury acting directly or:-through the ogency through which
the licenuse was isrued, or any other sgency designated by the Secre-
tery of the Tressury,

l‘“"i B) . iﬁ'- g ,pchl'
~ Apsistent to the Secrctary




La (n) The first -bthod is"the purchase o.t Prcneh l‘nnu from .

- persons:in Switzerland who your nprquhuvo, hm Pfuaiad
. consulting with the United States: Legaticn in.Barn-whem.. .. ...
. feasible, is reasonably cartain have held such Fyramgh . ...
francs since prior.to the fall of Framoe or have eipoe . .. ' :
‘acquired such fw in -unoﬂ manney as hu&t benafited. .
~the enemy, The sellers of such franos may be roi-bhr“d

therefor in Ewiss francs:at. the armmny wmm xate
of exchanye in thhnd for Pronoh franes.
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3.

be

E made of any interest in such blockad acsount wmmu such

approval

‘rhe total a.mount oi‘ dollara or Swiu francs pa:ld out or. uet up

in blockod accounts or. ob}mrwise obugated imdar the tem of
thia icense shall not axceed 2,500,000 Mss francs, or the dol- ’

lar aquivalent theraot, dunng the aix montha' period bogi.nning

) Januazy 1, 1944.

Tour representative should keep thn Aner ican lagation in Swit:erland
fully informed j«ith respect to the financial trmactiona offected
under: this iicqnse. In go far as feasible your‘fepx'eamtaun should
nake cértain tﬁat the persons from whon the Frend}: francs are p\m-r
chased are acceptahle to the legation, Your reprenntaf.iw ahould
satisfy hiusolt that pajments to auch peraons will not benefit the
eneny, ;

Poriodiic roporﬁ with régerd to any opornt:l.ona ungaped in under this
liconeo should be filed with the 7 "rauaury Deparf.ment by your repn-
sontative through the United States mgatl.on in Bern, % (End of ‘text

of- liocmae.)



= ety B -3...'
Please advue Saly layer that thie uccnu has bun nlun(

the 'rreasury Departmnt m crder to olari.!y tha proeodura to ‘be folw " -

lwed by him in oonneoticn wit.h the nnquisitim of ‘French i’nnea for .

u.se in: relie.t a.nd evacuation ‘operat:lonn in France and that, the 'rtcl-'
aury Departmant '-1111 considor raqueatu to 1ncreau the tatal anonnt
of dollax's or Svliss francl apaoified in pnraguph (2) of the u.conu.

Pleass take all reasonable stepa tu t‘acintate these opontiou
and promptly report to us ‘the progreas being made and any’ di!ﬁcultin
enonuntered, particularly 1n conneotion wz.t.h t.he financial opu-ationz
involved.



	President_Franklin_D._Roosevelt__thre_Holocaust_Documents_Page_1599
	President_Franklin_D._Roosevelt__thre_Holocaust_Documents_Page_1600
	President_Franklin_D._Roosevelt__thre_Holocaust_Documents_Page_1601
	President_Franklin_D._Roosevelt__thre_Holocaust_Documents_Page_1602
	President_Franklin_D._Roosevelt__thre_Holocaust_Documents_Page_1603
	President_Franklin_D._Roosevelt__thre_Holocaust_Documents_Page_1604
	President_Franklin_D._Roosevelt__thre_Holocaust_Documents_Page_1605
	President_Franklin_D._Roosevelt__thre_Holocaust_Documents_Page_1606
	President_Franklin_D._Roosevelt__thre_Holocaust_Documents_Page_1607
	President_Franklin_D._Roosevelt__thre_Holocaust_Documents_Page_1608
	President_Franklin_D._Roosevelt__thre_Holocaust_Documents_Page_1609
	President_Franklin_D._Roosevelt__thre_Holocaust_Documents_Page_1610
	President_Franklin_D._Roosevelt__thre_Holocaust_Documents_Page_1611
	President_Franklin_D._Roosevelt__thre_Holocaust_Documents_Page_1612



