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General description of the course

The central theme in the longing for redemption in the Jewish tradition over the ages
is the return to the Land of Israel. Thus Zionism, though being in its practical and
pragmatical components a revolutionary movement among Jews, made in its
philosophical and ideological discourse ample use of traditional sources. The course
deals with the overt and concealed religious roots of modern Zionism. It concentrates
on central ‘Zionist’ topics in traditional religious Jewish sources (the Written and the
Oral Law, medieval Jewish thought and post-medieval religious Jewish thought prior
to Zionism) and their modern implications.

Thelonging for the return to the Land of Isradl.

The emphasis on the unique (material and spiritual) nature of the Land.

The people of Isragl as a nation among nations.

Attitudes towards Jewish sovereignity and monarchy.

Eschatological and pragmatical views of redemption and messianism.

The relationship between state and religion.

On the verge of modernity: ideological and practical Pre-Zionism etc.



Selected bibliography

Source Texts

The Babylonian Talmud, trans. into English with notes, glossary and indices
under the editorship of I. Epstein, London, Soncino, 1935-1952.

Midrash rabbah, trans. into English with notes, glossary and indices under the
editorship of H. Freedman and M. Simon; with a foreword by I. Epstein, London,
Soncino Pr., 1951.

The Mishnah, trans. with commentary by P. Kehati; ed. A.H. Rabinowitz,
Jerusalem, Dept. for Torah Education and Culture in the Diaspora of the World
Zionist Organization, 1987.

J. Halevi, The Kuzari : Kitab al Khazari : an Argument for the Faith of Israd,
trans. from the Arabic by H. Hirschfeld, New Y ork, Schocken, 1964.

A.l. Kook, The Essential Writings of Abraham Isaac Kook, ed., trans. and
introduced by B. Bokser, N.Y ., Amity House, 1988 .

A.l. Kook, Orot, trans. and introd. by B. Naor, Northvale, Aronson, 1993.

J. Loew ben Bezalel, The Book of Divine Power : Introductions on the Diverse
Aspects and Levels of Reality, their Inter-Relationship, and how we Relate to Them,
trans. S. Mallin in collaboration with A. Carmell, Jerusalem, Feldheim Pub., 1975.

Maimonides, The Code of Maimonides, ed. and trans. H. Klein, New Haven-
London, Yae University Press, 1954,

Maimonides, The Commandments: Sefer Ha-Mitzvoth of Maimonides, trans.
C.B. Chavel, London-New Y ork, Soncino Press, 1967.

Maimonides, Crisis and Leadership: Epistles of Maimonides, Philadelphia,
Jewish Publication Society of America, 1985.

Maimonides, The Guide of the Perplexed, trans. S. Pines, Chicago-London,
University of Chicago Press, 1963.

Nachman of Breslov, Likutey Moharan, trans. by Moshe Mykoff, Jerusalem,
Breslov Research Institute, 1990.

Nachmanides, Commentary on the Torah, trans. C.B. Chavel, New York, Shilo
Pub. House, 1971-1976.

Nachmanides, The Disputation at Barcelona, trand. C. B. Chavel, New York,
Shilo Pub. House, 1983.

Nachmanides, A Ramban Reader, Marking the 700th Anniversary of his Aliyah,
5028-5728, 1267-1967, Jerusalem, World Zionist Organization, Dept. for Torah
Education and Culture in the Diaspora, 1967.

Nachmanides, Writings & Discourses, trandl. C. B. Chavel, New Y ork, Shilo
Pub. House, 1978.

H. Shaklover, The Voice of the Turtledove : in the Footsteps of the Mashiach : a
Digest of 7 Chapters on the Redemption, trans. by Y. Bar Lev and K. Skaist, Petach
Tikva, 2002.



Books

S. Almog, J. Reinharz, A. Shapira (eds.), Zionism and Religion, Hanover, New
Hampshire, Brandeis University Press, 1998.

W.D. Davies, The Territorial Dimension of Judaism, Berkeley-Los Angeles-
London, 1982.

M. Kellner, Maimonides on Judaism and Jewish People, New Y ork, 1991.

E. Luz, Parallels Meet: Religion and Nationalism in the Early Zionist
Movement (1882-1904), Philadel pha, Jewish Publication Society, 1988.

R. Medoff, Historical Dictionary of Zionism, Lanham, MD, Scarecrow Press,
2000.

A. Ravitzky, Religion and Sate in Jewish Philosophy: Models of Unity,
Division, Cdlision and Subordination, Jerusalem, 2002.

E. Schweid, The Land of Israel — National Home or Land of Destiny, NY, Herzl
Press, 1985.

J. Sarachek, The Doctrine of the Messiah in Medieval Jewish Literature, New
Y ork, 1988.

Y. Salmon, Religion and Zionism: First Encounters, Jerusalem, The Hebrew
University Magnes Press, 2002.

[. Twersky, Introduction to the Code of Maimonides, New-Haven-London,
1980.

E.E. Urbach, The Sages —their Concepts and Beliefs, Jerusalem, Magnes Press,
1975.

M. Walzer, M. Lorberbaum, N. Zohar (eds.), The Jewish Palitical Tradition,
New Haven, Yale University Press, 2000.

Articles

J. Barnai, ‘ The Historiography of the Hasidic Immigration to Erets Israel’, Ada
Rapoport-Albert (ed.), Hasidism Reappraised, London & Portland, 1995, pp. 376-
388.

J. Blidstein, ‘The Monarchic Imperative in Rabbinic Perspective’, AJSR 78
(1982-83), pp. 15-39.

A.M. Eisen, ‘Off Center: The Concept of the Land of Israel in Modern Jewish
Thought’, L.A. Hoffman (ed.), The Land of Israel: Jewish Perspectives, Notre Dame,
Indiana, 1986, pp. 263-296.

I. Englard, ‘Religious Freedom and Jewish Tradition in Modern Isragli Law — A
Clash of Ideologies, E.B. Firmage, B.G. Weiss, JW. Welch (eds.), Religion and Law,
Biblical-Judaic and I slamic Perspectives Winona Lake, 1990, pp. 365-375.

M. Fox, ‘The Holiness of the Holy Land’, J. Sacks (ed.), Tradition and
Transition, London, 1986, pp. 156-163.

B. Halpern Amaru, ‘Land Theology in Philo and Josephus’, The Land of Israel:
Jewish Perspectives, Notre Dame, Indiana, 1986, pp. 65-96.

D. Hartman, ‘Mamonides Approach to Messianism and its Contemporary
Implications’, Daat 1 (1978), pp. 5-33.

W. Harvey, ‘Zionism as a Return to Mount Sinai in R. Kook’s Thought’, L.
Kaplan and D. Shatz (eds.), R. Abraham Isaac Kook and Jewish Spirituality, New
York, 1995, pp. 290-300.

M. Idel, ‘The Land of Israel in Medieval Kabbala', L.A. Hoffman (ed.), The
Land of Israel: Jewish Perspectives, Notre Dame, Indiana, 1986, pp. 170-187.

M. Idel, ‘Prophetic Kabbala and the Land of Isradl’, R.l. Cohen (ed.), Vision
and Conflict in the Holy Land, Jerusalem-New Y ork, 1985, pp. 102-110.



M. Iddl, * Some Conceptions of the Land of Israel in Medieval Jewish Thought’,
R. Link-Salinger (ed.), A Sraight Path: Sudies in Medieval Philosophy and Culture,
Essays in Honour of Arthur Hyman, Washington D.C., 1988, pp. 124-141.

A. Kanarfogel, ‘The Aliah of “Three Hundred Rabbis’ in 1211: Tosafist
Attitudes toward Settling in the Land of Isragl, JQR 76 (1986), pp. 191-215.

L. Kaplan, ‘Mamonides on the Singularity of the Jewish People’, Daat 15
(1985), pp. V-XXVII.

B. Lifshitz, ‘Israeli Law and Jewish Law — Interaction and Independence’,
Israel Law Review 24 (1990), pp. 507-524.

A. Likhovski, ‘The Invention of “Hebrew Law” in Mandatory Palestine’, The
American Journal of Comparative Law XLVI (2), pp. 339-373.

J. Myers, ‘The Messianic ldea and the Zionist ldeologies, Studies in
Contemporary Jewry 7 (1991), pp. 3-13.

A. Newman, ‘The Centrality of Eretz Yisrael in Nachmanides', Tradition 10
(1968/9), pp. 21-30.

D. Polish, ‘Rabbinic Views on Kingship — A Study in Jewish Sovereignity’,
Jewish Palitical Sudies Review 3 (1991), pp. 67-90.

S. Rosenberg, ‘Exile and Redemption in Jewish Thought in the Sixteenth
Century: Contending Conceptions’, B.D. Cooperman (ed.), Jewish Thought in the
Sxteenth Century, Cambridge Mass., 1983, pp. 399-430.

S. Rosenberg, ‘The Link to the Land of Isradl in Jewish Thought’, L.A.
Hoffman (ed.), The Land of Isradl: Jewish Perspectives, Notre Dame, Indiana, 1986,
pp. 139-169.

M. Saperstein, ‘ The Land of Israel in Pre-Modern Jewish Thought: A History of
Two Rabbinic Statements, L.A. Hoffman (ed.), The Land of Israel: Jewish
Per spectives, Notre Dame, Indiana, 1986, pp. 188-209.

E. Shochetman, ‘Isragli Law and Jewish Law — Interaction and Independence: A
Commentary’, Israel Law Review 24 (1990), pp. 507-524.

D.B. Sinclair, ‘Halakhah and Isragl’, N. de Lange, M. Freud-Kandel, Modern
Judaism; an Oxford Guide, Oxford University Press, 2005, pp. 352-362.

D.B. Sinclair, ‘Jewish Law in the State of Israel’, N.S. Hecht, B.S. Jackson,
S.M. Passamaneck, D. Piatelli, A.M. Rabello (eds.), An Introduction to the History
and Sources of Jewish Law, Oxford, 1996, pp. 397-419.

M. Verman, ‘Aliyah and Y eridah: The journeys of the Besht and R. Nachman to
Israel’, D.R. Blumenthal (ed.), Approaches to Judaismin Medieval Times 111, Atlanta
Georgia, Scholars Press, 1988, pp. 159-181.



