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form AFTM : There are attached herete the original and one copy of a memorandum :-

W forwurded herewith for your consideration,

% “date concerning the astivities of the ind:viduals and organizations found %o
" —4mwolved in the Palestimlan Becruitment Program indicated a violation of any of
- Rozen 458 laws of the United States. Your imediate ndvic. with ngard 2pe :_
Exan _'_"i'fteu would be gmuy apprecisted. ? -"**—’
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Assiztant Attomny Omul Alexander . Campbell
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PA" TINE SITUA!‘IOR = RECRUITUENT PROGRAL

sstting forth considerable inforsation ooncnmi.ng utiv;lttu properly talune
und.cr the ubova upﬁon.

!on un ‘note thtt 1uvutigauons oonccrning m Aurican umn R
were instituted in Decexber, 1947 by this Bureau at the request of the Departunt
of State. Il appears now that the activities engaged in by these mon were on. Sl
behalf of the Jewish forces in Palestine. Specifically, they appear to have -
bean on behalf of the Hsgamah and/or the Jexish Agency for Palestine. = -

In view of the wids-scale activities the persont connectad with
this mtier, the attached memoranduz setiing forth complete details is being:

Itmldbcnppuciutedumwonldadvin this Buresu what '
desire undertaken in connection with this matter. <&

In ﬁw af the delicate nm Lnltj.ng with rospoot to the
- Melestinian problem, it would be appreciated if you would outline epecifically
\:. &%y further 1nmuption you desire in comnection with this matter. You will ..
" .recall that the opinion of the Criminal Division with respeet %o the Palestimian

. Becrui tment Program was solicited in & memorandum addressed o Mr. T. Vinoent =%
< Quinn, former Atsbstant Attorney Oeneral, Criminal Divisiom, em Jure 1, 1948, ~
Lt that tize v, Quinn was requssted to advise whether the facts developed to




-gouon,.__upionago sotivities in the future.
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On Deceaber 27 1947, this Bureau received m«-nuon tre- the -
Department of State to the effect that tan American merchant sesmen xho were ,
discharged in ¥arseille, France froz the vessels, S.S. Trede ¥inds and S.8.
¥arfield (later known as the S.S. Exodus 1947) hed centacted the Amsrican '
Consul 4in Marseills in an effort to obtain passports emabling them to retura

-to the Dnited States, The Consul in larseills had reported that four of thess
seamsn were contactsd by known agents of the Soviet Embassy and by & Romanian -
metional who was also & Soviet agent. Of the remmining aix seamen, the Consul .-
reported there was a strong possibility that five had also bun contacted by
Soviet agents.

Information nhsoquont!,v recelived froz the State Dlpu'tunt nfhcﬁod
that some of thsse seamen had also been in contact with a known Italian cm'ta

Upon receipt of this informstion separate espionage unctigatiou were
undertaken to detersine if any of these men were connected with tho Russian = -
sspiomace systex, It was loarned that each of the seamsn had been issued & %
passport to enable him to sreturn to the United States and that all of the sesmen
hed returned to the United States prior o the time that the investigation could
be instituted. In reporiing the case to the State Depertasnt the American
Consul 4n kKarseills had indicated that it was very unusual for an American
sesxan to request & U, S. passport inm & foreign courtry for the purpose of
returning to the United States., fHs related tint sny American seamsn adroad
ecould readily sign aboerd a vessel proceeding to the United States without
an Anerican passport and rely upon his ability % prove kis United States
citizenship upon arriving in tides country., The fact that ten of these
m had requasted a pessport within & very short psriod of tims aroused
bix s;lpiciom and he had an umnugation conducud at lh.ruilh b.cmu of -

s fact.

¥hen it was lesrned that sach of the unwu, in fact, an American
citiua, the Azerican Conzul in Karseille, {n compliamse with his directives,
had to issue a passport. He advised the State Depariment, however, that sinoe
the investigation which he had had conducted reflected conucto betwean soms
of the seamen and known Bussian agents, hs was af the opimion that the men
might endeavor upon arriving in the United States to turn their passports over
t0 some Russian sgent in order that tie pusporta wigcht be wsed in nuuu.n
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 eontinuing.

Report of Specisl Agepb | dated Juy za. 1548 ot Hew Tors,
Bew York, captioned Bsplonege = R.*

In the light of this statement, the investigation of this Buresu
sought firet to deterxins whethsar each seaman hed retained i passport after. 5
his arrival o the Unitod States. It has now been learmad that the sen did ntun
their paasports. 7The State Departaent has taken up the passports ef all of :
‘these seamsn, with the eweptitm of ons sand irvestigation concamtx Mxn 1:

The results of the investigations conducted Yty tils Fureau are set
forth in report forn. One eopy of sach of the pertinant reports is attiached
hereto. These reports &re deacyidbed as follows:

Puport of Specisl Agent | 25, 1948, at Boston,
Kassachusetts, captionad, Espiommge - R.*
Beport of Special hgent 32, I0LE, at Few York
city, captioned,

Eeplopage - R.*

Beport af Special t mm ham
caniloned
onase -

Report of Lpecial Agont aud July 26, 1948, at Boston.
Maceachusetts, capticned, Ecpi.cmgo—(&).
port of Specisl Agent

Fa 5 datod August 5, 1942, at los
Angeles, Califormia, ecaptioned, Espionsge «~ R.*® ,

Raport of Epecisl Agent 16, 1948, at Xew York,
Eew York, captioned, Sapiouge - R.

RFeport of Specisl Lpent &7 1968, at. Hew
York, Rew York, capti Esplonage - K.®

Meport of Special dnted Ay 12, 191.8. at New !ark,
Be» York, csptiomed, ontge - R.*

faport of Speclal hgent » dated July 13, 1548, st Wew York, kex’
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