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In reply to your ingquiry concerning the "Haganah (rganiration,”
the following information is being set forths

The ¥ilitary Intelligence Division of the Tar Department in Vo
September, 1543, advised that the Haganah is the defensze arey of the Jewisk . o
Agency for Palsestine in that country. The Bagansh was said to have been A \‘g

founded in, or shortly after, 1919 and through the aid rendsred by the \
Palestinian ¥stionsl Labor Fedarstion, known as the Histadrut, §t finally \
ceveloped into & well organized defense force, The word "Hagansh® itself N

means defense, It §s reported that the Haganah actually since the esarly 20's -
has consisted of two groups, & legal group coxposed of the police force, the
congtabulary, etc,, and an unofficial defense force made up of volunteers
from the Jewish comrunity. It was reported that this unofficial group was =
nat.urau) 11legsl and had to be trained in secrecy.

The Eaganah rcporudly was dominated by individvals -ho believed
in a policy of *haviegh" (self-restrajnt). There grew up within the
organiration a azsll group which ocbjected to this policy of self-restraint
and advocated acts of violence, retalistion and terrorisa. In the middle
30's this minority broke with the Heganah and formed the Irgun Zvai leuxd,
Both ths Irgun and the Haganah are presently in existenoe in Palestine,

(62-60950-42~4)

On September 14, 1947, an advertisement appeared on page 15
the Kew York newspaper "P¥*®, This advertisemsat had in {t the quests
*hat Is The Hagansh?* and the explanation that the Hagangh 4s the Jewish
peoples defense arxy of Palastine and {3 the only or sation actively

engaged cendi.nz unigraum ships to Palestins, This 4 sement appeered
in the RpreNPiof an organization: kngwn a3 -Amsricans for
., Haganahl COMMNUBL N Ng'D8 jartaent of Justics om Decawber 23, 197,
£ re=pstvi sed] the had been addressed to the organiwation

ated, informing the offcers thereof of the
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_enstence or the I‘oreign I:gan»s Registrauon Lct and of tbo pcsaible oblign
-~ "tions thereunder ‘on the part’ of the organizatien.. The Lepartment advised
- “doe “course ‘s Teply was received from the organiution ‘denying that’
its cctivitiu ‘came within the purview of the Act, ~Ths Bureau was ‘requasted
to transmit any information received concerning Américans for Haganah to:
the Deparmn

. :_ - 'p mty ‘exists that the activity reported in raferenoc
Jletter is sponsored by Americans for Haganah, Incorporated, It &s deaired
that you undertake sn investigation to detormine the veracs.ty of the .
information originally reported., This invesiigation must be most diacreet
and caution shonld be exsrcised to assure that no undue eriticism will be.
directed pgainst the Bureau Lecauss of this inquiry, If it is éetemined
that the informatiom originally furnished was of a reliable natura, the .
inquiry ahould proeeod wnder the che.racter '}«eutrality Aotr. i

. Ym.r lttantion 15 directed to ths memorandum offica :-
cated Febmry §, 1348, bearing the caption *Irgun v ux"“"’“’h

g ate reported in relerence morandwn may t:.e in -
with the Iact,s reported in your lcttsr of Febmaty 6 1948. L _
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